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PREFACE

HAT our English version of the Bible
is one of the greatest classics in the
languag¢ is admitted by all in theory,
but few people appear to treat it as
such in practice. The common man
reads it for guidance and comfort
in daily life and in sorrow: the scholar analyses
it into its component parts, and discusses their
authorship and date; and the historian, the anti-
quary, and the anthropologist have recourse to
it as a storehouse of facts illustrative of their
special subjects. But how many read it, not for
its religious, its linguistic, its historical and
antiquarian interest, but simply for the sake of
the enjoyment which as pure literature it is
fitted to afford? It may be conjectured that
the number of such readers is very small. The
reason, or, at all events, a chief reason, of this
is not far to seek. The passages of greatest
literary beauty and interest—those on which the
fame of the book as a classic chiefly rests—are
scattered up and down it, imbedded, often at rare
intervals, in a great mass of other matter, which,
v
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however interesting and important as theology or
history, possesses only subordinate value as litera-
ture. It seemed to me, therefore, that a service
might be rendered to lovers of good literature by
disengaging these gems from their setting, and
presenting them in a continuous series. This I
have essayed to do in the present volume. That
my choice of passages should always commend
itself to the reader is not to be expected. Choice
in such matters depends on individual taste, and
tastes proverbially differ. The most I can hope
for is that the selection as a whole should be
approved of by the majority of readers, and that,
though they may think other passages worthy,
they will deem few or none of the selected passages
unworthy, of a place in the volume.

The passages are printed, without variation,
from the Authorised Version. Here and there I
have omitted a verse or two, but these omissions
can always be ascertained by consulting the refer-
ence at the head of each passage. In arranging
the passages I have followed the order in which
they occur in the Bible, except when literary or

chronological considerations appeared to recom-

mend some modification of that order. I trust
that the grounds for all such departures from
the traditional order will be too obvious to need
explanation or defence.

In the notes I have attempted to clear up the
few difficulties which might perplex even educated
and intelligent readers. When these difficulties
arise from the obscurity or corruption of the
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Hebrew text of the Old Testament, my explana-
tions are necessarily given at second hand, since
I know no Hebrew. But by consulting standard
commentaries and some of the more recent ver-
sions, especially the English Revised Version, I
have endeavoured to ascertain the correct mean-
ing of the original and to convey it briefly to the
reader. I have also put together a few parallels
from other literatures, and have illustrated some
Hebrew legends and customs from the folk-lore of
other peoples.

Apart from all questions of its religious and his-
torical import, which do not here concern us, the
Bible is an epic, if not a history, of the world;
or, to change the metaphor, it unrolls a vast
panorama in which the ages of the world move
before us in a long train of solemn imagery,
from the creation of the earth and the heavens
onward to the final passing away of all this
material universe and the coming of a new heaven
and a new earth wherein shall dwell righteousness.
Against this gorgeous background, this ever shift-
ing scenery, now bright with the hues of heaven,
now lurid with the glare of hell, we see mankind
strutting and playing their little part on the stage
of history. We see them taken from the dust and
returning to the dust: we see the rise and fall of
empires: we see great cities, now the hive of busy
multitudes, now silent and desolate, a den of wild
beasts. All life’s fever is there—its loves and hopes
and joys, its high endeavours, its suffering and sin
and sorrow. And then, last scene of all, we see

b4
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the great white throne and the endless multi-
tude gathered before it: we hear the final doom
pronounced ; and as the curtain falls we catch a
glimpse of the fires of hell and the glories of
heaven—a vision of a world (how different from
this!) where care and sin and sorrow shall be no
more, where the saints shall rest from their
Jabours, and where God himself shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes. This may not be science
and history, but it is at least an impressive
pageant, a stately drama: without metaphor, it
is noble literature; and like all noble literature it
is fitted to delight, to elevate, and to console.

J. G. F.

Trinity College, Cambridge,
z0th April 1895
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THE CREATION AND FALL OF MAN
Genesis ii, 4—iil. 24.

HESE are the generations of the

-~ 3‘ heavens and of the earth when
b d D they were created, in the day that
:ﬁ\ >dl| the Lord God made the earth and
s A ¥ the heavens, and every plant of the
field before it was in the earth, and
every herb of the field before it grew: for the Lord
God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and
there was not a man to till the ground. But there
went up a mist from the earth, and watered the
whole face of the ground. And the Lord God
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life ; and man became
a living soul. And the Lord God planted a garden
eastward in Eden ; and there he put the man whom
he had formed. And out of the ground made the
Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to
the sight and good for food ; the tree of life also in
- the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge
of good and evil. And a river went out of Eden to
water the garden ; and from thence it was parted,
and became into four heads. The name of the first
is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole
land of Havilah, where there is gold; and the gold
of that land is good : there is bdellium and the onyx
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2 THE FALL OF MAN

stone. And the name of the second river is Gihon:
the same is it that compasseth the whole land of
Ethiopia. And the name of the third river is Hid-
dekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of

And the fourth river is Euphrates. And
the Lord God took the man, and put him into the
garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And
the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of
every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

And the Lord God said, It is not good that the
man should be alone; I will make him an help
meet for him. And out of the ground the Lord
God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl
of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see
what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam
called every living creature, that was the name
thereof. And Adam gave names to all cattle, and
to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the
field : but for Adam there was not found an help
meet for him. And the Lord God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead
thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God had
taken from man, made he a woman, and brought
her unto the man. And Adam said, This is now
bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall
be called Woman, because she was taken out of
Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and
his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and
they shall be one flesh. And they were both naked,
the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast
of the field which the Lord God had made. And
he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye
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shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the
woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the
fruit of the trees of the garden: but of the fruit of
the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God
hath said, Ve shall not eat of it, neither shall ye
touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto
the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes
shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil. And when the woman saw that the
tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to
the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and
gave also unto her husband with her; and he did
eat. And the eyes of them both were opened, and
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed
fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.
And they heard the voice of the Lord God walk-
ing in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden.
And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said
unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard
thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because
1 was naked ; and I hid myself. And he said, Who
told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten
of the tree, whereof 1 commanded thee that thou
shouldest not eat? And the man said, The woman
whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of
the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said
unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done?
And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and
1did eat. And the Lord God said unto the serpent,
Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above
all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon
thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all
the days of thy life: and I will put enmity between

*f
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thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel. Unto the woman he said, I will
greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception ; in
sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule
over thee. And unto Adam he said, Because thou
hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast
eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee,
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of
it all the days of thy life ; thorns also and thistles
shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat
the herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the
ground ; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because
she was the mother of all living. Unto Adam
also and to his wife did the Lord God make
coats of skins, and clothed them. And the Lord
God said, Behold, the man is become as one of
us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put
forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life,
and eat, and live for ever: therefore the Lord
God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to
till the ground from whence he was taken. So
he drove out the man; and he placed at the east
of the garden of Eden cherubims, and a flaming
sword which turned every way, to keep the way
of the tree of life,
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THE GREAT FLOOD
Genesis vi.—viil.

ND it came to pass, when men began
to multiply on the face of the earth,
and daughters were born unto them,
that the sons of God saw the daugh-
ters of men that they were fair; and
they took them wives of all which
they chose. And the Lord said, My Spirit shall not
always strive with man, for that he also is flesh:
yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.
There were giants in the earth in those days; and
also after that, when the sons of God came in unto
the daughters of men, and they bare children to
them, the same became mighty men which were
of old, men of renown. And God saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually. And it repented
the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and
it grieved him at his heart. And the Lord said, I
will destroy man whom I have created from the
face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the
creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it
repenteth me that I have made them. But Noah
found grace in the eyes of the Lord.

These are the generations of Noah: Noah wasa
just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah
walked with God. And Noah begat three sonms,
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. The earth also was
corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with
violence. And God looked upon the earth, and,
behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted
his way upon the earth.
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And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh
is come before me; for the earth is filled with
violence through them ; and, behold, I will destroy
them with the earth. Make thee an ark of gopher
wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and
shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. And
this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of:
The length of the ark shall be three hundred
cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height
of it thirty cubits. A window shalt thou make to
the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above;
and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side
thereof; with lower, second, and third stories
shalt thou make it. And, behold, I, even I, do
bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy
all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under
heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall
die. But with thee will I establish my covenant;
and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy
sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee.
And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every
sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them
alive with thee; they shall be male and female,
Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their
kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after
his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee,
to keep them alive. And take thou unto thee of
all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it
to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for
them. Thus did Noah; according to all that God
commanded him, so did he.

And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and
all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen
righteous before me in this generation. Of every
clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens,
the male and his female: and of beasts that are
not clean by two, the male and his female. Of
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fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the
female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all
the earth. For yet seven days, and I will cause
it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty
nights; and every living substance that I have
made will I destroy from off the face of the earth.
And Noah did according unto all that the Lord
commanded him.

And Noah was six hundred years old when the
flood of waters was upon the earth. And Noah
went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons’
wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters
of the flood. Of clean beasts, and of beasts that
are not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing
that creepeth upon the earth, there went in two
and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the
female, as God had commanded Noah. And it
came to pass after seven days, that the waters
of the flood were upon the earth. In the six
hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second
month, the seventeenth day of the month, the
same day were all the fountains of the great deep
broken up, and the windows of heaven were
opened. And the rain was upon the earth forty
days and forty nights. In the selfsame day
entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth,
the sons of Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the three
wives of his sons with them, into the ark; they,
and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle
after their kind, and every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every
fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort. And
they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two
of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life. And they
that went in, went in male and female of all flesh,
as God had commanded him: and the Lord shut
him in. And the flood was forty days upon the
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earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the
ark, and it was lift up above the earth. And the
waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon
the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the
waters. And the waters prevailed exceedingly
upon the earth; and all the high hills that were
under the whole heaven were covered. Fifteen
cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the
mountains were covered. And all flesh died that
moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle,
and of beast, and of every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth, and every man: all in
whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that
was in the dry land, died. And every living sub-
stance was destroyed which was upon the face of
the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping
things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were
destroyed from the earth: and Noah only re-
mained alive, and they that were with him in the
ark. And the waters prevailed upon the earth
an hundred and fifty days.

And God remembered Noah, and every living
thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the
ark : and God made a wind to pass over the earth,
and the waters asswaged ; the fountains also of
the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped,
and the rain from heaven was restrained ; and the
waters returned from off the earth continually:
and after the end of the hundred and fifty days
the waters were abated. And the ark rested in
the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the
month, upon the mountains of Ararat. And the
waters decreased continually until the tenth month:
in the tenth month, on the first day of the month,
were the tops of the mountains seen. And it came
to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened
the window of the ark which he had made: and
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he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro,
until the waters were dried up from off the earth.
Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the
waters were abated from off the face of the ground ;
but the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot,
and she returned unto him into the ark, for the
waters were on the face of the whole earth: then
he put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her
in unto him into the ark. And he stayed yet other
seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out
of the ark; and the dove came in to him in the
evening ; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf
pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were
abated from off the earth. And he stayed yet other
seven days; and sent forth the dove; which re-
turned not again unto him any more.

And it came to pass in the six hundredth and
first year, in the first month, the first day of the
month, the waters were dried up from off the earth:
and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and
looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.
And in the second month, on the seven and twen-
tieth day of the month, was the earth dried. And
God spake unto Noah, saying, Go forth of the
ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons’
wives with thee. Bring forth with thee every living
thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl,
and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed
abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and mul-
tiply upon the earth. And Noah went forth, and
his sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives with
him : every beast, every creeping thing, and every
fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, after
their kinds, went forth out of the ark. And Noah
builded an altar unto the Lord ; and took of every
clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered
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burnt offering's on the altar. And the Lord smelled
a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his heart,
I will not again curse the ground any more for
man's sake; for the imagination of man’s heart is
evil from his youth ; neither will I again smite any
more every thing living, as I have done. While
the earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day
and night shall not cease.

m

THE TOWER OF BABEL
Genesis xi. 1-9.

D the whole earth was of one lan-

guage, and of one speech. And it

came to pass, as they journeyed from

the east, that they found a plain in

the land of Shinar; and they dwelt

there. And they said one to another,
Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly.
And they had brick for stone, and slime had they
fer mortar. And they said, Go to, let us build
us a city, and a tower whose top may reach unto
heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be
scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.
And the Lord came down to see the city and the
tower, which the children of men builded. And
the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and
they have all one language; and this they begin
to do: and now nothing will be restrained from
them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let
us go down, and there confound their language,
that they may not understand one another’s speech.
So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence
upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to
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build the city. Therefore is the name of it called
Babel ; because the Lord did there confound the
language of all the earth: and from thence did
the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all
the earth.

v

GOD COMMUNES WITH ABRAHAM
Genesis xviil.

D the Lord appeared unto him in
the plains of Mamre: and he sat in
the tent door in the heat of the day;
and he lift up his eyes and looked,
and, lo, three men stood by him:

and, when he saw them, he ran to
meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself
toward the ground, and said, My Lord, if now
I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I
pray thee, from thy servant: let a little water,
I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and
rest yourselves under the tree: and I will fetch
a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts;
after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye
come to your servant. And they said, So do, as
thou hast said. And Abraham hastened into the
tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly
three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make
cakes upon the hearth. And Abraham ran unto
the herd, and fetched a calf tender and good, and
gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress
it. And he took butter, and milk, and the calf
which he had dressed, and set it before them;
and he stood by them under the tree, and they
did eat. And they said unto him, Where is Sarah
thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. And
he said, I will certainly return unto thee according
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THE END OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH
Genesis xix. 12-28,

ND the men said unto Lot, Hast thou
here any besides? son-in-law, and
thy sons, and thy daughters, and
whatsoever thou hast in the city,
bring them out of this place: for
we will destroy this place, because

the cry of them is waxen great before the face
of the Lord ; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy
it. And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons-
in-law, which married his daughters, and said,
Up, get you out of this place; for the Lord will
destroy this city. But he seemed as one that
mocked unto his sons-in-law.

And when the morning arose, then the angels
hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and
thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be
consumed in the iniquity of the city. And, while
he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand,
and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the
hand of his two daughters; the Lord being merci-
- ful unto him: and they brought him forth, and
set him without the city. And it came to pass, -
when they had brought them forth abroad, that
he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee,
neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the
mountain, lest thou be consumed. And Lot said
unto them, Oh, not so, my lord: behold now,
thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and
thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast
showed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot
escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me,
and I die: behold now, this city is near to flee
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unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape
thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall
live. And he said unto him, See, I have accepted
thee concerning this thing also, that I will not
overthrow this city, for the which thou hast
spoken. Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot
do any thing till thou be come thither. Therefore
the name of the city was called Zoar. The sun
was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into
Zoar. Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and
upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord
out of heaven; and he overthrew those cities,
and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the
cities, and that which grew upon the ground.
But his wife looked back from behind him, and
she became a pillar of salt.

And Abraham gat up early in the morning to
the place where he stood before the Lord: and
he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and
toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and,
lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke
of a furnace.

vi

HAGAR AND ISHMAEL
Genesis xxi. 1-20,

3 SePRIND the Lord visited Sarah as he had
| said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as
he had spoken. For Sarah con-
ceived, and bare Abraham a son in
his old age, at the set time of which
God had spoken to him. And Abra-
ham called the name of his son that was born unto
him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. And Abra-
ham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days
old, as God had commanded him. And Abrabham
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was an hundred years old when his son Isaac
was born unto him, And Sarah said, God hath
made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh
. with me. And she said, Who would have said
unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given
children suck? for I have born him a son in
his old age.

And the child grew, and was weaned : and Abra-
ham made a great feast the same day that Isaac
was weaned. And Sarah saw the son of Hagar
the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham,
mocking. Wherefore she said unto Abraham,
Cast out this bond-woman and her son: for the
son of this bond-woman shall not be heir with my
son, even with Isaac. And the thing was very
grievous in Abraham'’s sight because of his son.
And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be griev-
ous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of
thy bond-woman ; in all that Sarah hath said unto
thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall
thy seed be called. And also of the son of the
bond-woman will I make a nation, because he is
thy seed.

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and
took bread and a bottle of water, and gave it unto
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, .
and sent her away. And she departed, and wan-
dered in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. And the
water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the
child under one of the shrubs. And she went, and
sat her down over against him a good way off, ag
it were a bow-shot; for she said, Let me not see
the death of the child. And she sat over against
him, and lift up her voice, and wept. And God
heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God
called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her,
What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God
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hath heard the voice of the lad where he is.
Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand;
for I will make him a great nation. And God
opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and
she went and filled the bottle with water, and gave
the lad drink. And God was with the lad; and he
grew, and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an
archer.

VIl

THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC
Genesis xxii. 1-19.

that God did tempt Abraham, and
said unto him, Abraham : and he said,
Behold, here I am. And he said,
Take now thy son, thine only son
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get
thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there
for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains
which I will tell thee of. And Abraham rose up
early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took
two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son,
and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose
up, and went unto the place of which God had told
him.

Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his
eyes, and saw the place afar offf And Abraham
said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the
ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship,
and come again to you. And Abraham took the
wood of the bumnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac
his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a
knife ; and they went both of them together. And
Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said,
My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And

B
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he said, Behold the fire and the wood ; but where
is the lamb for a burnt offering? And Abraham
said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for
a burnt offering: so they went both of them to-
gether.
- And they came to the place which God had told
him of ; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid
the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and
laid him on the altar upon the wood. And Abra-
" ham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife
to slay his son. And the angel of the Lord called
- unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abra-
ham: and he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay
not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any-
. thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine
only son, from me. And Abraham lifted up his
eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram
" caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham
went and took the ram, and offered him up for a
burnt offering in the stead of his son. And Abra-
ham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh:
as it is said to this day, In the mount of the Lord
it shall be seen. And the angel of the Lord called
unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,
and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the
Lord ; for because thou hast done this thing, and
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son; that
in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I
will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven,
and as the sand which is upon the sea shore ; and
thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth
be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.
So Abraham returned unto his young men, and
they rose up and went together to Beer-sheba ; and
Abraham dwelit at Beer-sheba.
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THE WOOING OF REBEKAH
Genesis xxiv.

= ND Abraham was old, and well

B stricken in age: and the Lord had

gl blessed Abraham in all things. And
. Abraham said unto his eldest servant
i of his house, that ruled over all that
== he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand
undermythlgh. and I will make thee swear by
the Lord, the God of heaven, and the God of the
earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my
son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among
whom I dwell : but thou shailt go unto my country,
and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son
Isaac. And the servant said unto him, Per-

. adventure the woman will not be willing to follow

me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son
again unto the land from whence thou camest?
And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that
thou bring not my son thither again. The Lord
God of heaven, which took me from my father’s
house, and from the land of my kindred, and
which spake unto me, and that sware unto me,
saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he
shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt
take a wife unto my son from thence. And if the
woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou
shalt be clear from this my oath: only bring not
my son thither again. And the servant put his
hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and
sware to him concerning that matter.

And the servant took ten camels of the camels
of his master, and departed; for all the goods of
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his master were in his hand: and he arose, and
went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor. And
he made his camels to kneel down without the city
by a well of water at the time of the evening, even
the time that women go out to draw water. And
he said, O Lord God of my master Abraham, I pray
thee, send me good speed this day, and shew kind-
ness unto my master Abraham. Behold, I stand
here by the well of water; and the daughters of
the men of the city come out to draw water: and
let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall
say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may
drink ; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy
camels drink also: let the same be she that thou
hast appointed for thy servant Isaac ; and thereby
shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto
my master.

And it came to pass, before he had done speak-
ing, that, behold, Rebekah came out, who was
born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor,
Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher upon her
shoulder. And the damsel was very fair to look
upon, a virgin, neither had any man known her:
and she went down to the well, and filled her
pitcher, and came up. And the servant ran to
meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a
little water of thy pitcher. And she said, Drink,
my lord: and she hasted, and let down her
pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink. And
when she had done giving him drink, she said, I
will draw water for thy camels also, until they have
done drinking. And she hasted, and emptied her
pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto the
well to draw water, and drew for all his camels.
And the man wondering at her held his peace, to
wit whether the Lord had made his journey pro-
sperous or not. And it came to pass, as the camels
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had done drinking, that the man took a golden
earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets
for her hands of ten shekels weight of gold; and
said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray
thee: is there room in thy father’s house for us to
lodge in? And she said unto him, I am the
daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, which she
bare unto Nahor. She said moreover unto him,
We have both straw and provender enough, and
room to lodge in. And the man bowed down his
head, and worshipped the Lord. And he said,
Blessed be the Lord God of my master Abraham,
who hath not left destitute my master of his mercy
and his truth : I being in the way, the Lord led me
to the house of my master’'s brethren. And the
damsel ran, and told them of her mother’s house
these things.

And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was
Laban : and Laban ran out unto the man, unto the
well. And it came to pass, when he saw the ear-
ring, and bracelets upon his sister’s hands, and
when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister,
saying, Thus spake the man unto me, that he came
unto the man; and,'behold, he stood by the camels
at the well. And he said, Come in, thou blessed of
the Lord; wherefore standest thou without? for I
have prepared the house, and room for the camels.
And the man came into the house: and he un-
girded his camels, and gave straw and provender for
the camels, and water to wash his feet, and the men’s
feet that were with him. And there was set meat
before him to eat: but he said, I will not eat, until
I have told mine errand. And he said, Speak on.

And he said, I am Abraham’s servant. And the
Lord hath blessed my master greatly; and he is
become great: and he hath given him flocks, and
herds, and silver, and gold, and men-servants, and
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maid-servants, and camels, and asses. And Sarah
my master’s wife bare a son to my master when she
was old : and unto him hath he given all that he
hath. And 'my master made me swear, saying,
Thou shalt not take a wife to my son of the
daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I
dwell: but thou shalt go unto my father’s house,
and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son.
And 1 said unto my master, Peradventure the
woman will not follow me. And he said unto me,
The Lord, before whom I walk, will send his angel
with thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt
take a wife for my son of my kindred, and of my
father’s house: then shalt thou be clear from this
my oath, when thou comest to my kindred ; and if
they give not thee one, thou shalt be clear from my
oath. And I came this day unto the well, and said,
O Lord God of my master Abraham, if now thou do
prosper my way which I go: behold, I stand by the
well of water; and it shall come to pass, that when
the virgin cometh forth to draw water, and I say to
her, Give me, I pray thee, a little water of thy
pitcher to drink; and she say to me, Both drink
thou, and I will also draw for thy camels: let the
same be the woman whom the Lord hath appointed
out for my master’s son. And before I had done
speaking in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came
forth with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she
went down unto the well, and drew water: and I
said unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee. And she
made haste, and let down her pitcher from her
shoulder, and said, Drink, and I will give thy
camels drink also: so I drank, and she made the
camels drink also. And I asked her, and said,
Whose daughter art thou? And she said, The
daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah
bare unto him: and I put the earring upon her
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face, and the bracelets upon her hands. And I
bowed down my head, and worshipped the Lord,
and blessed the Lord God of my master Abraham,
which had led me in the right way to take my
master’s brother’s daughter unto his son. And
now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master,
tell me: and if not, tell me; that I may turn to the
right hand, or to the left.

Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said,
The thing proceedeth from the Lord : we cannot
speak unto thee bad or good. Behold, Rebekah
is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy
master’s son’s wife, as the Lord hath spoken. And
it came to pass, that, when Abraham’s servant
heard their words, he worshipped the Lord, bow-
ing himself to the earth. And the servant brought
forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and rai-
ment, and gave them to Rebekah : he gave also to
her brother and to her mother precious things.
And they did eat and drink, he and the men that
were with him, and tarried all night: and they
rose up in the morning ; and he said, Send me
away unto my master. And her brother and her
mother said, Let the damsel abide with us a few
days, at the least ten; after that she shall go.
And he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing
the Lord hath prospered my way ; send me away
that I may go to my master. And they said, We
will call the damsel, and enquire at her mouth.
And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt
thou go with this man? And she said, I will go.
And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her
nurse, and Abraham'’s servant, and his men. And
they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou
art our sister, be thou the mother of thousands of
millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those
which hate them.
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And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they
rode upon the camels, and followed the man: and
the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. And
Isaac came from the way of the well Lahai-roi; for
he dwelt in the south country. And Isaac went
out to meditate in the field at the eventide : and he
lifted up his eyes, and saw, and,.behold, the camels
were coming. And Rebekah lifted up her eyes,
and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel.
For she had said unto the servant, What man is
this that walketh in the field to meet us? And the
servant had said, It is my master: therefore she
took a veil, and covered herself. And the servant
told Isaac all things that he had done. And Isaac
brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took
Rebekah, and she became his wife ; and he loved
her: and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s
death.

ISAAC BLESSES JACOB
Genesis xxvii. 1-41.

ND it came to pass, that when Isaac
Bl was old, and his eyes were dim, so
that he could not see, he called Esau
his eldest son, and said unto him,
My son: and he said unto him,
Behold, here am I. And he said,
Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my
death. Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy
weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out
to the field, and take me some venison; and
make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring
it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may
bless thee before I die. And Rebekah heard
when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau
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went to the field to hunt for venison, and to
bring it.

And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying,
Behold, 1 heard thy father speak unto Esau thy
brother, saying, Bring me venison, and make me
savoury meat, that I may eat, and bless thee before
the Lord before my death. Now therefore, my son,
obey my voice according to that which I command
thee. Go now to the flock, and fetch me from
thence two good kids of the goats; and I will
make them savoury meat for thy father, such as he
loveth: and thou shalt bring it to thy father, that
he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his
death. And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother,
Behold, Esau my brotheris a hairy man, and I am
a smooth man: my father peradventure will feel
me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I
shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing.
And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy
curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go fetch
me them. And he went, and fetched, and brought
them to his mother : and his mother made savoury
meat, such as his father loved. And Rebekah took
goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were
with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob
her younger son: and she put the skins of the
kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the
smooth of his neck: and she gave the savoury
meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into
the hand of her son Jacob.

And he came unto his father, and said, My
father: and he said, Here am I; who art thou,
my son? And Jacob said unto his father, I am
Esau thy firstborn ; I have done according as thou
badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my
venison, that thy soul may bless me. And Isaac
said unto his son, How is it that thou hast found
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it so quickly, my son? And he said, Because the
Lord thy God brought it to me. And Isaac said
unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may
feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very son
Esau or not. And Jacob went near unto Isaac his
father; and he felt him, and said, The voice is
Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.
And he discerned him not, because his hands were
hairy, as his brother Esau’s hands: so he blessed
him. And he said, Art thou my very son Esau?
And he said, I am. And he said, Bring it near
to me, and I will eat of my son’s venison, that my
soul may bless thee. And he brought it near to
him, and he did eat: and he brought him wine,
and he drank. And his father Isaac said unto him,
Come near now, and kiss me, my son. And he
came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the
smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said,
See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field
which the Lord hath blessed : therefore God give
thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the
earth, and plenty of corn and wine: let people
serve thee, and nations bow down to thee : be lord
over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow
down to thee: cursed be every one that curseth
thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee.
And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made
an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce
gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that
Esau his brother came in from his hunting. And
he also had made savoury meat, and brought it unto
his father, and said unto his father, Let my father
arise, and eat of his son’s venison, that thy soul
may bless me. And Isaac his father said unto
him, Who art thou? And he said, I am thy son,
thy firstborn Esau. And Isaac trembled very
exceedingly, and said, Who? where is he that
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hath taken venison, and brought it me, and 1 have
eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed
him? yea, and he shall be blessed. And when
Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with
a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his
father, Bless me, even me also, O my father!
And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and
hath taken away thy blessing. And he said, Is
not he rightly named Jacob ? for he hath supplanted
me these two times: he took away my birthright ;
and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing.
And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for
me? And Isaac answered and said unto Esau,
Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all his
brethren have I given to him for servants; and
with corn and wine have I sustained him: and
what shall I do now unto thee, my son? And
Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one
blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O
my father! And Esau lifted up his voice, and
wept. And Isaac his father answered and said
unto him, Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness
of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above;
and by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve
thy brother ; and it shall come to pass when thou
shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his
yoke from off thy neck.

And Esau hated Jacob because of the bless-
ing wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau
said in his heart, The days of mourning for my
father are at hand; then will I slay my brother
Jacob.
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X

JACOB'S DREAM
Genesis xxvill, 1c-22.

ND Jacob went out from Beer-sheba
B and went toward Haran. And he
lighted upon a certain place, and
tarried there all night, because the
sun was set; and he took of the
stones of that place, and put them for
his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep.
And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on
the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and
behold the angels of God ascending and descending
onit. And, behold! the Lord stood above it, and
said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father,
and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest,
to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; and thy
seed shall be as the dust of the earth; and thou
shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east,
and to the north, and to the south ; and in thee and
in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be
blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, and will
keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and
will bring thee again into this land ; for I will not
leave thee, until I have done that which I have
spoken to thee of.

And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he
said, Surely the Lord is in this place; and I
knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, How
dreadful is this place! this is none other but the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.
And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and
took the stone that he had put for his pillows,
and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the
top of it. And he called the name of that place
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Beth-el; but the name of that city was called Luz
at the first. And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If
God will be with me, and will keep me in this
way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and
raiment to put on, so that I come again to my
father's house in peace, then shall the Lord be
my God: and this stone, which I have set for a
" pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou
ﬂ give me I will surely give the tenth unto

XI

THE MEETING OF JACOB AND RACHEL
AT THE WELL.
Ganesls xxix. 1-14.

f‘_ HEN Jacob went on his journey, and
N R came into the land of the people of
the east. And he looked, and behold
a well in the field, and, lo, there were
three flocks of sheep lying by it; for
out of that well they watered the
flocks: and a great stone was upon the well’s
mouth. And thither were all the flocks gathered:
and they rolled the stone from the well’'s mouth,
and watered the sheep, and put the stone again
upon the well’'s mouth in his place. And Jacob
said unto them, My brethren, whence be ye? And
they said, Of Haran are we. And he said unto
them, Know ye Laban the son of Nahor? And
they said, We know him. And he said unto them,
Is he well? And they said, He is well: and, be-
hold, Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep.
And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it
time that the cattle should be gathered together:
water ye the sheep, and go and feed them. And
they said, We cannot, until all the flocks be
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gathered together, and till they roll the stone
from the well’'s mouth ; then we water the sheep.

And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came
with her father’s sheep; for she kept them. And
it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the
daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and the
sheep of Laban his mother’s brother, that Jacob
went near, and rolled the stone from the well's
mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother’s
brother. And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up
his voice, and wept. And Jacob told Rachel that
he was her father’s brother, and that he was
Rebekah’s son: and she ran and told her father.
And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings
of Jacob his sister’s son, that he ran to meet him,
and embraced him, and kissed him, and brought
him to his house. And he told Laban all these
things. And Laban said to him, Surely thou art
my bone and my fl And he abode with him
the space of a month.

XII

THE STORY OF JOSEPH
1. JOSEPH IS SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN INTO EGYPT
Genesis xxxvii.

D Jacob dwelt in the land wherein
his father was a stranger, in the land
of Canaan. These are the genera-
tions of Jacob. Joseph, being seven-
teen years old, was feeding the flock
with his brethren; and the lad was
with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of
Zilpah, his father's wives: and Joseph brought
unto his father their evil report. Now Israel loved
Joseph more than all his children, because he was
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the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of
many colours. And when his brethren saw that
their father loved him more than all his brethren,
they hated him, and could not speak peaceably
unto him.

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his
brethren: and they hated him yet the more. And
he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream
which I have dreamed: for, behold, we were
binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose,
and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves
stood round about, and made obeisance to my
sheaf. And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou
indeed reign over us? or shait thou indeed have
dominion over us? And they hated' him yet the
more for his dreams, and for his words. And he
dreamed yet another dream, and told it his
brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a
dream more; and, behold, the sun, and the moon,
and the eleven stars, made obeisance to me. And
he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his
father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this
dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy
mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down
ourselves to thee to the earth? And his brethren
envied him; but his father observed the saying.

And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock
in Shechem. And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not
thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? come,
and I will send thee unto them. And he said to
him, Here am 1. And he said to him, Go, I pray
thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, and
well with the flocks; and bring me word again.
So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he
came to Shechem. And a certain man found him,
and, behold, he was wandering in the field: and
the man asked him, saying, What seekest thou?
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And he said, I seek my brethren: tell me, I pray
thee, where they feed their flocks. And the man
said, They are departed hence; for I heard them
say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after
his brethren, and found them in Dothan.

And when they saw him afar off, even before he
came near unto them, they conspired against him
to slay him. And they said one to another, Be-
hold, this dreamer cometh. Come now therefore,
and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit;
and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured
him: and we shall see what will become of his
dreams. And Reuben heard it, and he delivered
him out of their hands; and said, Let us not kill
him. And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood,
but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness,
and lay no hand upon him ; that he might rid him
out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again.

And it came to pass, when Joseph was come
unto his brethren, that they stripped Joseph out of
his coat, his coat of many colours that was on him ;
and they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the
pit was empty, there was no water in it. And
they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up
their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of
Ishmeelites came from Gilead, with their camels
bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to
carry it down to Egypt. And Judah said unto his
brethren, What profit is it if we slay our brother,
and conceal his blood? Come, and let us sell him
to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be upon
him ; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his
brethren were content. Then there passed by
Midianites, merchant-men; and they drew and
lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph
to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and
they brought Joseph into Egypt.
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And Reuben returned unto the pit ; and, behold,
Joseph was not.in the pit; and he rent his clothes.
And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The
child is not ; and I, whither shall I go? And they
took Joseph’s coat, and killed a kid of the goats,
and dipped the coat in the blood: and they sent
the coat of many colours, and they brought it to
their father; and said, This have we found: know
now whether it be thy son’s coat or no. And he
knew it, and said, It is my son’s coat ; an evil beast
hath devoured him: Joseph is without doubt rent
in pieces. And Jacob remt his clothes, and put
sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son

- many days. And all his sons and all his daughters

rose up to comfort him ; but he refused to be com-
forted : and he said, For I will go down into the
grave unto my son mourning. Thus his father
wept for him.

And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s, and captain of
the guard.

2. JOSEPH IS CAST INTO PRISON
Genesis xxxix,

ND Joseph was brought down to
Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an
Egyptian, bought him of the hands
of the Ishmeelites, which had brought
him down thither. And the Lord

was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man;

and he was in the house of his master the Egyp-

tian. And his master saw that the Lord was with

him, and that the Lord made all that he did to

prosper in his hand. And Joseph found grace in

his sight, and he served him: and he made him
C
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overseer over his house, and all that he had he put
into his hand. And it came to pass, from the time
that he had made him overseer in his house, and
over all that he had, that the Lord blessed the
Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; and the
- blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had in
the house, and in the field. And he left all that he
- had in Joseph's hand ; and he knew not ought he
_ had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph

was a goodly person, and well-favoured.
And it came topass after these things, that his
" master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she
said, Lie with me. But he refused, and said unto
his master’s wife, Behold, my master wotteth not
- what is with me in the house, and he hath com-
mitted all that he hath to my hand ; there is none
greater in this house than I ; neither hath he kept
_ back any thing from me but thee, because thou art

his wife : how then can I do this great wickedness,
and sin against God? And it came to pass, as she
spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not
unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her. And it
came to pass about this time, that Joseph went
. into the house to do his business; and there was
none of the men of the house there within. And
she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with
me: and he left his garment in her hand, and fled,
and got him out. And it came to pass, when she
saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and
was fled forth, that she called unto the men of
her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he
hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us;
he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried with
a loud voice: and it came to pass, when he heard
that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his
garment with me, and fled, and got him out. And
she laid up his garment by her until his lord came
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home. And she spake unto him according to these
words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou
hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock
me: and it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice
and cried, that he left his garment with me and
fled out.

And it came to pass, when his master heard the
words of his wife, which she spake unto him, say-
ing, After this manner did thy servant to me, that
his wrath was kindled. And Joseph’s master took
him, and put him into the prison, a place where
the king’s prisoners were bound: and he was
there in the prison. But the Lord was with
Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him
favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.
And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s
hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and
whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it.
The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing
that was under his hand ; because the Lord was
with him, and that which he did, the Lord made it
to prosper.

3. JOSEPH INTERPRETS THE DREAMS OF PHARAOH'S
BUTLER AND BAKER

that the butler of the king of Egypt
and his baker had offended their lord
the king of Egypt. And Pharaoh
was wroth against two of his officers,
against the chief of the butlers, and
against the chief of the bakers. And he put
them in ward in the house of the captain of the
guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph was
bound. And the captain of the guard charged
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Joseph with them, and he served them: and they
continued a season in ward.

And they dreamed a dream both of them, each
man his dream in one night, each man according
to the interpretation of his dream, the butler and
the baker of the king of Egypt, which were bound
in the prison. And Joseph came in unto them in
the morning, and looked upon them, and, behold,
they were sad. And he asked Pharaoh’s officers,
that were with him in the ward of his lord’s house,
saying, Wherefore look ye so sadly to-day? And
they said unto him, We have dreamed a dream,
and there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said
unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God ?
tell me them, I pray you. And the chief butler told
his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my
dream, behold, a vine was before me; and in the
vine were three branches: and it was as though it
budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the
clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes; and
Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand ; and I took the
grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and
I gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand. And Joseph
said unto him, This is the interpretation of it: The
three branches are three days: yet within three
days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore
thee unto thy place: and thou shalt deliver
Pharaoh’s cup into his hand, after the former
manner when thou wast his butler. But think on
me when it shall be well with thee, and show kind-
ness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of
me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house:
for indeed I was stolen away out of the land of
the Hebrews; and here also have I done nothing
that they should put me into the dungeon. When
the chief baker saw that the interpretation was
good, he said unto Joseph, I also was in my dream,
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and, behold, I had three white baskets on my head :
and in the uppermost basket there was of all
manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the birds
did eat them out of the basket upon my head.
And Joseph answered and said, This is the inter-
pretation thereof: The three baskets are three
days: yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up
thy head from off thee, and shall hang thee ona
tree; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off
thee.

And it came to pass the third day, which was
Pharaoh’s birthday, that he made a feast unto all
his servants: and he lifted up the head of the chief
butler and of the chief baker among his servants.
And he restored the chief butler unto his butler-
ship again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh’s
hand: but he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph
had interpreted to them. Yet did not the chief
butler remember Joseph, but forgat him.

4. PHARAOH SETS JOSEPH OVER ALL THE
LAND OF EGYPT

Genesis xli.

ZIND it came to pass at the end of two
B full years, that Pharaoh dreamed:
and, behold, he stood by the river.
And, behold, there came up out of the
river seven well-favoured kine and
fatfleshed ; and they fed in a meadow.
And, behold, seven other kine came up after them
out of the river, ill-favoured and leanfleshed ; and
stood by the other kine upon the brink of the river.
And the ill-favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat
up the seven well-favoured and fat kine. So
Pharaoh awoke. And he slept and dreamed the
second time: and, behold, seven ears of corn came
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up upon one stalk, rank and good. And, behold,
seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind
sprung up after them. And the seven thin ears
devoured the seven rank and full ears. And
Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it wasa dream. And
it came to pass in the morning, that his spirit was
troubled ; and he sent and called for all the magi-
cians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and
Pharaoh told them his dreams; but there was
none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh.
‘Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, say-
ing, 1 do remember my faults this day: Pharaoh
was wroth with his servants, and put me in ward
in the captain of the guard's house, both me and
the chief baker: and we dreamed a dream in one
night, I and he; we dreamed each man according
to the interpretation of his dream. And there was
there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to
the captain of the guard ; and we told him, and he
interpreted to us our dreams; to each man accord-
ing to his dream he did interpret. And it came to
pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; me he
restored unto mine office, and him he hanged.
Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they
brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he
shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and
came in unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto
Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none
that can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee,
that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it.
And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in
me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.
And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream,
behold, I stood upon the bank of the river: and,
behold, there came up out of the river seven kine,
fatfleshed and well-favoured; and they fed in a
meadow: and, behold, seven other kine came up
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after them, poor and very ill-favoured and lean-
fleshed, such as I never saw in all the land of
Egypt for badness: and the lean and the ill-
favoured kine did eat up the first seven fat kine:
and when they had eaten them up, it could not be
known that they had eaten them; but they were
still ill-favoured, as at the beginning. So I awoke.
And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears
came up in one stalk, full and good: and, behold,
seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with the
east wind, sprung up after them: and the thin
ears devoured the seven good ears. And I told
this unto the magicians; but there was none that
could declare it to me.

And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of
Pharaoh is one: God hath shewed Pharaoh what
he is about to do. The seven good kine are seven
years; and the seven good ears are seven years:
the dream is one. And the seven thin and ill-
favoured kine that came up after them are seven
years; and the seven empty ears, blasted with the
east wind, shall be seven years of famine. This is
the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh:
What God is about to do he sheweth unto
Pharaoh. Behold, there come seven years of
great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt:
and there shall arise after them seven years of
famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in
the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume
the land ; and the plenty shall not be known in the
land by reason of that famine following; for it
shall be very grievous. And for that the dream
was doubled unto Pharaoh twice ; it is because the
thing is established by God, and God will shortly
bring it to pass. Now therefore let Pharaoh look
out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the
land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this and let him
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appoint officers over the land, and take up the fifth
part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous
years. And let them gather all the food of those
good years that come, and lay up corn under the
hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the
cities. And that food shall be for store to the land
against the seven years of famine, which shall be
in the land of Egypt; that the land perish not
through the famine.

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh,
and in the eyes of all his servants. And Pharaoh
said unto his servants, Can we find such a one
as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?
And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as
God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so
discreet and wise as thou art: thou shalt be
over my house, and according unto thy word shall"
all my people be ruled: only in the throne will
I be greater than thou. And Pharaoh said unto
Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of
Egypt. And Pharaoh took off his ring from his
hand, and put it upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed
him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain
about his neck: and he made him to ride in
the second chariot which he had; and they cried
before him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruler
over all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh said
unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee
shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the
land of Egypt. And Pharaoh called Joseph’s
name Zaphnath-paaneah; and he gave him to
wife Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest
of On. And Joseph went out over all the land
of Egypt. And Joseph was thirty years old when
he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And
Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh,
and went throughout all the land of Egypt. And
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in the seven plenteous years the earth brought
forth by handfuls. And he gathered up all the
food of the seven years, which were in the land
of Egypt, and laid up the food in the cities: the
food of the field, which was round about every
city, laid he up in the same. And Joseph gathered
corn as the sand of the sea, very much, until he
left numbering ; for it was without number., And
unto Joseph were born two sons before the years
of famine came, which Asenath the daughter of
Poti-pherah priest of On bare unto him. And
Joseph called the name of the first-born Manas-
seh: for God, said he, hath made me forget all
my toil, and all my father’s house. And the name
of the second called he Ephraim: for God hath
caused me to be fruitful in the land of my afflic-
tion.

And the seven years of plenteousness, that was
in the land of Egypt, were ended. And the seven
years of dearth began to come, according as
Joseph had said: and the dearth was in all lands;
but in all the land of Egypt there was bread.
And when all the land of Egypt was famished,
the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and
Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, Go unto
Joseph; what he saith to you, do. And the
famine was over all the face of the earth. And
Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold unto

the Egyptians; and the famine waxed sore in
the land of Egypt. And all countries came into
Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn; because that
the famine was so sore in all lands.
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into his sack, and to give them provision for
the way: and thus did he unto them. And they
laded their asses with the corn, and departed
thence. And as one of them opened his sack,
to give his ass provender in the inn, he espied
his money; for, behold, it was in his sack’s
mouth. And he said unto his brethren, My
money is restored; and, lo, it is even in my
sack: and their heart failed them, and they were
afraid, saying one to another, What is this that
God hath done unto us?

And they came unto Jacob their father unto
the land of Canaan, and told him all that befell
unto them; saying, The man who is the lord of
the land, spake roughly to us, and took us for
spies of the country. And we said unto him,
We are true men; we are no spies: we be
twelve brethren, sons of our father: one is not,
and the youngest is this day with our father in
the land of Canaan. And the man, the lord of
the country, said unto us, Hereby shall I know
that ye are true men; leave one of your brethren
here with me, and take food for the famine of
your households, and be gone; and bring your
youngest brother unto me: then shall I know
that ye are no spies, but that ye are true men:
so will I deliver you your brother, and ye shall
traffic in the land. And it came to pass as they
emptied their sacks, that, behold, every man's
bundle of money was in his sack: and when
both they and their father saw the bundles of
money, they were afraid. And Jacob their father
said unto them, Me have ye bereaved of my
children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and
ye will take Benjamin away: all these things are
against me. And Reuben spake unto his father,
saying, Slay my two sons, if I bring him not
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to thee: deliver him into my hand, and 1
bring him to thee again. And he said, My
shall not go down with you; for his brother
. dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall hi

w§§a

d

by the way in the which ye go, then shall
bring down my grey bairs with sorrow to
grave.

)

6. JOSEPH ENTERTAINS HIS BRETHREN

And it came to pass, when they had
eaten up the corn which they had
brought out of Egypt, their father
said unto them, Go again, buy us a

= little food. And Judah spake unto
him, saying, The man did solemnly protest unto us,
saying, Ve shall not see myface,except your brother
be with you. If thou wilt send our brother with us,
we will go down and buy thee food. But if thou
wilt not send him, we will not go down: for the
man said unto us, Ye shall not see my face, except
your brother be with you. And Israel said, Where-
fore dealt ye so ill with me, as to tell the man
whether ye had yet a brother? And they said, The
man asked us straitly of our state, and of our kin-
dred, saying, Is your father yet alive? have ye
another brother? and we told him according to the
tenor of these words: could we certainly know that
he would say, Bring your brother down? And
Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad
with me, and we will arise and go; that we may
live, and not die, both we, and thou, and also our
little ones. I will be surety for him; of my hand
shailt thou require him: if I bring him not unto
thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the
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blame for ever: for except we had lingered,
surely now we had returned this second time. And
their father Israel said unto them, If it must be so
now, do this ; take of the best fruits of the land in
your vessels, and carry down the man a present, a
little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh,
nuts, and almonds. And take double money in
your hand : and the money that was brought again
in the mouth of your sacks, carry it again in your
hand; peradventure it was an oversight: take
also your brother, and arise, go again unto the
man: and God Almighty give you mercy before
the man, that he may send away your other brother
and Benjamin. If I be bereaved of my children, I
am bereaved.

And the men took that present, and they took
double money in their hand, and Benjamin, and
rose up, and went down to Egypt, and stood before
Joseph. And when Joseph saw Benjamin with
them, he said to the ruler of his house, Bring these
men home, and slay, and make ready; for these
men shall dine with me at noon. And the man did
as Joseph bade ; and the man brought the men into
Joseph’s house.

And the men were afraid, because they were
brought into Joseph’s house; and they said,
Because of the money that was returned in our
sacks at the first time are we brought in ; that he
may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us,
and take us for bondmen, and our asses. And
they came near to the steward of Joseph's house,
and they communed with him at the door of the
house. And said, O sir, we came indeed down at
the first time to buy food: and it came to pass,
when we came to the inn, that we opened our
sacks, and, behold, every man’s money was in the
mouth of his sack, our money in full weight: and
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we have brought it again in our hand. And other
money have we brought down in our hands to buy
food: we cannot tell who put our money in our
sacks. And he said, Peace be to you, fear not:
your God, and the God of your father, hath given
you treasure in your sacks: I had your money.
And he brought Simeon out unto them.

And the man brought the men into Joseph's
house, and gave them water, and they washed
their feet; and he gave their asses provender.
And they made ready the present against Joseph
came at noon: for they heard that they should eat
bread there. And when Joseph came home, they
brought him the present which was in their hand
into the house, and bowed themselves to him to the
earth. And he asked them of their welfare, and
said, Is your father well, the old man of whom ye
spake? is he yet alive? And they answered, Thy
servant our father is in good health, he is yet alive.
And they bowed down their heads, and made
obeisance. And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his
brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, and said, Is
this your younger brother, of whom ye spake unto
me? And he said, God be gracious unto thee, my
son. And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did
yearn upon his brother: and he sought where to
weep; and he entered into his chamber, and wept
there. And he washed his face, and went out, and
refrained himself, and said, Set on bread. And they
set on for him by himself, and for them by them-
selves, and for the Egyptians which did eat with
him by themselves : because the Egyptians might
not eat bread with the Hebrews; for this is an
abomination unto the Egyptians. And they sat
before him, the firstborn according to his birth-
right, and the youngest according to his youth:
and the men marvelled one at another. And he
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took and sent messes unto them from before him:
but Benjamin’s mess was five times so much as
any of theirs. And they drank, and were merry
with him,

7. JOSEPH MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN TO
HIS BRETHREN

Genesis xliv.

D he commanded the steward of his
house, saying, Fill the men’s sacks
with food, as much as they can carry,
and put every man's money in his
sack’s mouth. And put my cup, the
silver cup, in the sack’s mouth of
the youngest, and his corn money. And he did
according to the word that Joseph had spoken.

- As soon as the morning was light, the men were
sent away, they and their asses. And when they
were gone out of the city, and not yet far off, Joseph
said unto his steward, Up, follow after the men;
and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them,
Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good? is not
this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby
indeed he divineth ? ye have done evil in so doing.
And he overtook them, and he spake unto them
these same words. And they said unto him, Where-
fore saith my lord these words? God forbid that
thy servants should do according to this thing.
Behold, the money which we found in our sacks’
mouths we brought again unto thee out of the
land of Canaan: how then should we steal out of
thy lord’s house silver or gold ? With whomsoever
of thy servants it be found, both let him die, and
we also will be my lord’s bondmen. And he said,
Now also let it be according unto your words : he
with whom it is found shall be my servant; and ye
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shall be blameless. Then they speedily took down
every man his sack to the ground, and opened
every man his sack. And he searched, and began
at the eldest, and left at the youngest: and the
cup was found in Benjamin's sack.

Then they rent their clothes, and laded every
man his ass, and returned to the city. And Judah
and his brethren came to Joseph's house; for he
was yet there: and they fell before him on the
ground. And Joseph said unto them, What deed
is this that ye have done? wot ye not that such a
man as I can certainly divine? And Judah said,
What shall we say unto my lord? what shall we
speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? God
hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: behold,
we are my lord’s servants, both we, and he also
with whom the cup is found. And he said, God
forbid that I should do so: but the man in whose
hand the cup is found, he shall be my servant; and
as for you, get you up in peace unto your father.

Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh
my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word
in my lord’s ears, and let not thine anger burn
against thy servant: for thou art even as Pharaoh.
My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a
father, or a brother? And we said unto my lord,
We have a father, an old man, and a child of his
old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and
he alone is left of his mother, and his father loveth
him. And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring
- him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon
him. And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot
leave his father: for if he should leave his father,
his father would die. And thou saidst unto thy .
servants, Except your youngest brother come
down with you, ye shall see my face no more.
And it came to pass, when we came up unto thy

D ;
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servant my father, we told him the words of my
lord. And our father said, Go again, and buy us a
little food. And we said, We cannot go down: if
our youngest brother be with us, then will we go
down: for we may not see the man'’s face, except
our youngest brother be with us. And thy servant
my father said unto us, Ye know that my wife bare
me two sons: and the one went out from me, and
I said, Surely he is torn in pieces; and I saw him
not since: and if ye take this also from me, and
mischief befall him, ye shall bring down my grey
hairs with sorrow to the grave. Now therefore,
when I come to thy servant my father, and the lad
be not with us; seeing that his life is bound up in
the lad’s life ; it shall come to pass, when he seeth
that the lad is not with us, that he will die: and
thy servants shall bring down the grey hairs of thy
servant our father with sorrow to the grave. For
thy servant became surety for the lad unto my
father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I
shall bear the blame to my father for ever. Now
therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead
of the lad a bondman to my lord ; and let the lad
go up with his brethren. For how shall I go up
to my father, and the lad be not with me? lest
peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my
father,

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all
them that stood by him ; and he cried, Cause every
man to go out from me. And there stood no man
with him while Joseph made himself known unto
his brethren. And he wept aloud: and the Egyp-
tians and the house of Pharaoh heard. And
Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph: doth
my father yet live? And his brethren could not
answer him; for they were troubled at his pre-
sence. And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come
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near to me, I pray you. And they came near.
And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye
sold into Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved
nor angry with yourselves that ye sold me hither;
for God did send me before you to preserve life.
For these two years hath the famine been in the
land: and yet there are five years, in the which
there shall neither be earing nor harvest. And
God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity
in the earth, and to save your lives by a great
deliverance. So now, it was not you that sent me
hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler
throughout all the land of Egypt. Haste ye, and
g0 up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith
thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all
Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: and thou
shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt
be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy
children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy herds,
and all that thou hast: and there will I nourish
thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest
thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast
come to poverty. And, behold, your eyes see, and
the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my
mouth that speaketh unto you. And ye shall tell
my father of all my gloryin Egypt, and of all that
ye have seen; and ye shall haste and bring down
my father hither. And he fell upon his brother
Benjamin’s neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept
upon his neck. Moreover, he kissed all his
brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his
brethren talked with him.
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8. JOSEPH SENDS FOR HIS FATHER JACOB
INTO EGYPT

Genesis xlv, 16-28, xlvi. 1-7, 28-34.

D the fame thereof was heard in
Pharaoh’s house, saying, Joseph’s
brethren are come: and it pleased
Pharaoh well, and his servants, And
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto
- thy brethren, This do ye; lade your

beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Canaan;
and take your father, and your households, and
come unto me: and I will give you the good of the
land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land.
Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take your
wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little
ones, and for your wives, and bring your father,
and come. Also regard not your stuff; for the
good of all the land of Egypt is yours. And the
children of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them
wagons, according to the commandment of
Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way.
To all of them he gave each man changes of
raiment ; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred
pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment. And
to his father he sent after this manner; ten asses
laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she-
asses laden with corn and bread and meat for his
father by the way. So he sent his brethren away,
and they departed: and he said unto them, See
that ye fall not out by the way.

And they went up out of Egypt, and came into
the land of Canaan, unto Jacob their father, and
told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is
governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's
heart fainted, for he believed them not. And they



THE STORY OF JOSEPH s3

told him all the words of Joseph, which he had
said unto them: and when he saw the wagons
which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of
Jacob their father revived: and Israel said, It is
enough ; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will goand
see him before I die.

And Israel took his journey with all that he
had, and came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices
unto the God of his father Isaac. And God spake
unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said,
Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I. And he
said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to
go down into Egypt ; for I will there make of thee
a great nation. I will go down with thee into
Egypt ; and I will also surely bring thee up again:
and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes.
And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons
of Israel carried Jacob their father, and their little
ones, and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh
had sent to carry him. And they took their cattle,
and their goods, which they had gotten in the land
of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his
seed with him: his sons, and his sons’' sons with
him, his daughters, and his sons’ daughters, and
all his seed, brought he with him into Egypt.

And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to
direct his face unto Goshen ; and they came into
the land of Goshen. And Joseph made ready his
chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father, to
Goshen, and presented himself unto him ; and he
fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good
while. And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me
die, since I have seen thy face, because thou art
yet alive. And Joseph said unto his brethren, and
unto his father’s house, I will go up and shew
Pharaoh, and say unto him, My brethren, and my
father’s house, which were in the land of Canaan,
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are come unto me; and the men are shepherds,
for their trade hath been to feed cattle ; and they
have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all
that they have. And it shall come to pass, when
Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, What is your
occupation ? that ye shall say, Thy servants trade
hath been about cattle from our youth even until
now, both we and also our fathers: that ye may
dwell in the land of Goshen: for every shepherd is
an abomination unto the Egyptians.

9. JOSEPH GIVES HIS FATHER AND HIS BRETHREN
A POSSESSION IN THE LAND OF EGYPT

Genesis xlvil.

HEN Joseph came and told Pharaoh,
and said, My father and my brethren,
and their flocks, and their herds, and
all that they have, are come out of
the land of Canaan; and, behold, they
are in the land of Goshen. And he

took some of his brethren, even five men, and pre-
sented them unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said
unto his brethren, What is your occupation? And
they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants are shep-
herds, both we, and also our fathers. They said,
moreover, unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the
land are we come ; for thy servants have no pas-
ture for their flocks ; for the famine is sore in the
land of Canaan: now therefore, we pray thee, let
thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen. And
Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father
and thy brethren are come unto thee: the land of
Egypt is before thee : in the best of the land make
thy father and brethren to dwell; in the land of
Goshen let them dwell : and if thou knowest any
men of activity among them, then make them
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rulers over my cattle. And Joseph brought in
Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh: and
Jacob blessed Pharaoch. And Pharaoh said unto
Jacob, How old art thou? And Jacob said unto
Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage
are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have
the days of the years of my life been, and have
not attained unto the days of the years of the
life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.
And Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from
before Pharaoh.

And Joseph placed his father and his brethren,
and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt,
in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as
Pharaoh had commanded. And Joseph nourished
his father, and his brethren, and all his father’s
household, with bread, according to their families.

And there was no bread in all the land; for
the famine was very sore, so that the land of
Egypt, and all the land of Canaan, fainted by
reason of the famine. And Joseph gathered up
all the money that was found in the land of Egypt,
and in the land of Canaan, for the corn which
they bought: and Joseph brought the money
into Pharaoh’s house. And when money failed in
the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all
the Egyptians came unto Joseph, and said, Give us
bread : for why should we die in thy presence ? for
the money faileth. And Joseph said, Give your
cattle ; and I will give you for your cattle if money
fail. And they brought their cattle unto Joseph:
and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for
horses, and for the flocks, and for the cattle of the
herds, and for the asses; and he fed them with
bread for all their cattle for that year. When that
year was ended, they came unto him the second
year, and said unto him, We will not hide it from
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my lord, how that our money is spent; my lord
also hath our herds of cattle : there is not ought
left in the sight of my lord, but our bodies and our
lands: wherefore shall we die before thine eyes,
both we and our land? buy us and our land for
bread, and we and our land will be servants unto
Pharaoh ; and give us seed, that we may live, and
not die, that the land be not desolate. And Joseph
bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh ; for the
Egyptians sold every man his field, because the
famine prevailed over them: so the land became
Pharaoh’s. And as for the people, he removed
them to cities from one end of the borders of Egypt
even to the other end thereof. Only the land of the
priests bought he not : for the priests had a portion
assigned them of Pharaoh, and did eat their portion
which Pharaoh gave them; wherefore they sold
not their lands. Then Joseph said unto the people,
Behold, I have bought you this day and your land
for Pharaoh: lo, here is seed for you, and ye shall
sow the land. And it shall come to pass in the
increase, that ye shall give the fifth part unto
Pharaoh, and four parts shall be your own, for
seed of the field, and for your food, and for them of
your households, and for food for your little ones.
And they said, Thou hast saved our lives: let us
find grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be
Pharaoh’s servants. And Joseph made it a law
over the land of Egypt, unto this day, that Pharaoh
should have the fifth part; except the land of the
priests only, which became not Pharaoh’s.

And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the
country of Goshen; and they had possessions
therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly.
And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen
years: so the whole age of Jacob was an hundred
forty and seven years. And the time drew nigh
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that Israel must die : and he called his son Joseph,
and said unto him, If now I have found grace in
thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my
thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; bury me
not, I pray thee, in Egypt: but I will lie with my
fathers, and thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and
bury me in their burying-place. And he said, I will
do as thou hast said. And he said, Swear unto me,
and he sware unto him. And Israel bowed himself
upon the bed’s head.

10. JACOB BLESSES HIS SONS AND DIES
Genesis xlix,

— A ND Jacob called unto his sons, and
. A said, Gather yourselves together, that
| I may tell you that which shall befall
you in the last days. Gather your-

selves together, and hear, ye sons of
Jacob ; and hearken unto Israel your

father.

Reuben, thou art my first-born, my might, and
the beginning of my strength, the excellency of
dignity, and the excellency of power: unstable as
water, thou shalt not excel ; because thou wentest
up to thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he
went up to my couch.

Simeon and Levi are brethren ; instruments of
cruelty are in their habitations. O my soul, come
not thou into their secret; unto their assembly,
mine honour, be not thou united! forin their anger
they slew a man, and in their self-will they digged
down a wall. Cursed be their anger, for it was
fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will
divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.

Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall
praise : thy hand shall be in the neck of thine
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enemies; thy father's children shall bow down
before thee. Judah is a lion’s whelp: from the
prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down,
he couched as a lion, and as an old lion ; who shall
rouse him up? The sceptre shall not depart from
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until
Shiloh come ; and unto him shall the gathering of
the people be. Binding his foal unto the vine, and
his ass’s colt unto the choice vine ; he washed his
garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of
grapes : his eyes shall be red with wine, and his
teeth white with milk.

Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea ; and
he shall be for an haven of ships: and his border
shall be unto Zidon.

Issachar is a strong ass couching down between
two burdens: and he saw that rest was good,
and the land that it was pleasant ; and bowed his
shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto tribute.

Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes
of Israel. Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an
adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so
that his rider shall fall backward. I have waited
for thy saivation, O Lord.

Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall
overcome at the last.

Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall
yield royal dainties.

Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly
words. :

Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough
by a well whose branches run over the wall. The
archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him,
and hated him: but his bow abode in strength,
and the arms of his hands were made strong by the
hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is
the Shepherd, the stone of Israel:) even by the
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God of thy father, who shall help thee ; and by the
Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of
heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under,
blessings of the breasts and of the womb: the
blessings of thy father have prevailed above the
blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound
of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head
of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that
was separate from his brethren.

Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf : in the morning
he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall
divide the spoil.

All these are the twelve tribes of Israel : and this
is it that their father spake unto them, and blessed
them; every one according to his blessing he blessed
them. And he charged them, and said unto them,
I am to be gathered unto my people : bury me with
my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron
the Hittite, in the cave that is in the field of Mach-
pelah, which is before Mamre, in the land of
Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of
Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a burying-
place. There they buried Abraham and Sarah his
wife ; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his
wife ; and there I buried Leah. The purchase of
the field and of the cave that is therein was from
the children of Heth. And when Jacob had made
an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up
his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and
was gathered unto his people.
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1. THE BURIAL OF JACOB AND THE DEATH
OF JOSEPH

Genesis L.

D Joseph fell upon his father's face,

and wept upon him, and kissed him.

And Joseph commanded his servants

the physicians to embalm his father:

and the physicians embalmed Israel.

And forty days were fulfilled for him ;
for so are fulfilled the days of those which are
embalmed: and the Egyptians mourned for him
threescore and ten days. And when the days of
his mourning were past, Joseph spake unto the
house of Pharaoh, saying, If now I have found
grace in your eyes, speak, I pray you, in the ears
of Pharaoh, saying, My father made me swear,
saying, Lo, I die: in my grave which I have
digged for me in the land of Canaan, there shalt
thou bury me. Now therefore let me go up, I
pray thee, and bury my father, and I will come
again. And Pharaoh said, Go up, and bury thy
father, according as he made thee swear.

And Joseph went up to bury his father: and with
him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders
of his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt,
and all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and
his father’'s house : only their little ones, and their
flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of
Goshen. And there went up with him both
chariots and horsemen: and it was a very great
company. And they came to the threshing-floor
of Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and there they
mourned with a great and very sore lamentation :
and he made a mourning for his father seven days.
And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaan-
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ites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they
said, This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians:
wherefore the name of it was called Abel-mizraim,
which is beyond Jordan. And his sons did unto
him according as he commanded them: for his
sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and
buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah,
which Abraham bought with the field for a pos-
session of a burying-place of Ephron the Hittite,
before Mamre. And Joseph returned into Egypt,
he, and his brethren, and all that went up with
him to bury his father, after he had buried his
father.

Andwhen Joseph’s brethren saw that their father
was dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate
us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which
we did unto him. And they sent a messenger unto
Joseph, saying, Thy father did command before he
died, saying, So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive,
I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, and
their sin ; for they did unto thee evil : and now, we
pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of
the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they
spake unto him. And his brethren also went and
fell down before his face; and they said, Behold,
we be thy servants. And Joseph said unto them,
Fear not: for am I in the place of God? But as
for you, ye thought evil against me ; but God meant
it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to
save much people alivee. Now therefore fear ye
not : I will nourish you, and your little ones. And
he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.

And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and his father’s
house: and Joseph lived an hundred and ten years.
And Joseph saw Ephraim’s children of the third
generation : the children also of Machir, the son of
Manasseh, were brought up upon Joseph's knees.
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X1V

THE DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN
Exodus xil. 21-30.

HEN Moses called for all the elders of
Israel, and said unto them, Draw out
and take you a lamb according to
your families, and kill the passover.
And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop,
and dip it in the blood that is in the
basin, and strike the lintel and the two side posts
with the blood that is in the basin ; and none of you
shall go out at the door of his house until the
morning. For the Lord will pass through to smite
the Egyptians ; and when he seeth the blood upon
the lintel, and on the two side posts, the Lord will
pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer
to come in unto your houses to smite you. And ye
shall observe this thing for an ordinance to thee
and to thy sons for ever. And it shall come to
pass, when ye be come to the land which the Lord
will give you, according as he hath promised, that
ye shall keep this service. And it shall come to
pass, when your children shall say unto you, What
mean ye by this service? that ye shall say, It is .
the sacrifice of the Lord’s passover, who passed
over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt,
when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our
houses. And the people bowed the head and
worshipped. And the children of Israel went away,
and did as the Lord had commanded Moses and
Aaron, so did they.

And it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord
smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from
the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne
unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the
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dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. And
Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his
servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a
great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house
where there was not one dead.

XV

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE EGYPTIANS
IN THE RED SEA

Exodus xiv.
Foseapy| N D the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,
- Speak unto the children of Israel,

that they turn and encamp before Pi-
hahiroth, between Migdol and the
sea, over against Baal-zephon : before
it shall ye encamp by the sea. For
Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are
entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut
them in. And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, that
he shall follow after them; and I will be honoured
upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the
Egyptians may know that I am the Lord. And
they did so.

And it was told the king of Egypt that the
people fled : and the heart of Pharaoh and of his
servants was turned against the people, and they
said, Why have we done this, that we have let
Israel go from serving us? And he made ready
his chariot, and took his people with him: and
he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the
chariots of Egypt, and captains over every one of
them. And the Lord hardened the heart of
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after the
children of Israel: and the children of Israel went
out with an high hand. But the Egyptians pur-

E
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sued after them, all the horses and chariots of
Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and
overtook them encamping by the sea, beside Pi-
hahiroth, before Baal-zephon.

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of
Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyp-
tians marched after them; and they were sore
afraid: and the children of Israel cried out
unto the Lord. And they said unto Moses, Be-
cause there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou
taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore
hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out
of Egypt? Is not this the word that we did tell
thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may
serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for
us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die
in the wilderness. And Moses said unto the
people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the sal-
vation of the Lord, which he will shew to you to-
day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day,
ye shall see them again no more for ever. The
Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your

peace.

And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest
thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel,
that they go forward: but lift thou up thy rod,
and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide
it; and the children of Israel shall go on dry
ground through the midst of the sea. And I,
behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians,
and they shall follow them: and I will get me
honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon
his chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the
Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I
have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his
chariots, and upon his horsemen.

And the angel of God, which went before the



EGYPTIANS IN THE RED SEA 67

camp of Israel, removed and went behind them;
and the pillar of the cloud went from before their
face, and stood behind them: and it came between
the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel;
and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it
gave light by night to these: so that the one came
not near the other all the night And Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord
caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind
all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the
waters were divided. And the children of Israel
went into the midst of the sea upon the dry
ground : and the waters were a wall unto them on
their right hand, and on their left.

And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after
them to the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh’s
horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And it
came to pass, that in the morning watch the Lord
looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the
pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the
host of the Egyptians, and took off their chariot
wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the
Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel;
for the Lord fighteth for them against the
Egyptians. And the Lord said unto Moses,
Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the
waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon
their chariots, and upon their horsemen. Aand
Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and
the sea returned to his strength when the morning
appeared ; and the Egyptians fled against it; and
the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of
the sea. And the waters returned, and covered
the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of
Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there
remained not so much as one of them. But the
children of Israel walked upon dry land in the
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midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto
them on their right hand, and on their left. Thus
the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of
the Egyptians: and Israel saw the Egyptians dead
upon the sea-shore. And Israel saw that great work
which the Lord did upon the Egyptians: and the
people feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, and
his servant Moses.

X1

THE SONG OF MOSES AND THE
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL

Exodus xv. 1-a1

N sang Moses and the children of
Israel this song unto the Lord,
and spake, saying,
will sing unto the Lord, for he hath
triumphed gloriously:
The horse and his rider hath he
thrown into the sea.
The Lord is my strength and song, and he is
become my salvation :
He is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation ;
My father’s God, and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a man of war:
‘The Lord is his name.
Pharaoh’s chariots and his host hath he cast into
the sea:
His chosen captains also are drowned in the Red
sea.
The depths have covered them :
They sank into the bottom as a stone.
Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in

power:
‘Thy right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the
enemy.
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And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast
overthrown them that rose up against thee:

Thou sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed
them as stubble.

And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were
gathered together,

‘The floods stood upright as an heap,

And the depths were congealed in the heart of the
sea.

The enemy said,

I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the

spoil ; _

My lust shall be satisfied upon them;

1 will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.

Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered
them:

They sank as lead in the mighty waters.

Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods?

Who is like thee, glorious in holiness,

Fearful in praises, doing wonders ?

Thou stretchedst out thy right hand,

The earth swallowed them.

‘Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which

' thou hast redeemed:

Thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy
holy habitation.

The people shall hear, and be afraid:

Sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants of
Palestina.

Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed ;

The mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take
hold upon them;

All the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away.

Fear and dread shall fall upon them;

By the greatness of thine arm they shall be as still
as a stone;

Till thy people pass over, O Lord,
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Till the people pass over, which thou hast
purchased.

Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the
mountain of thine inheritance,

In the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for
thee to dwell in;

In the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands have
established.

The Lord shall reign for ever and ever.

For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots
and with his horsemen into the sea, and the
Lord brought again the waters of the sea upon
them; but the children of Israel went on dry
land in the midst of the sea.

And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron,
took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women
went out after her with timbrels and with dances.
And Miriam answered them,

Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed
gloriously;

The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the
sea.

XV

GOD MAKES ALL HIS GOODNESS TO
PASS BEFORE MOSES
Exodus xxxiii. 12-xxxiv. 8.

ND Moses said unto the Lord, See,
thou sayest unto me, Bring up this
people: and thou hast not let me
know whom thou wilt send with me :
yet thou hast said, I know thee by
name, and thou hast also found grace

in my sight. Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have

found grace in thy sight, shew me now thy way,
that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy
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sight ; and consider that this nation is thy people.
And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and
I will give thee rest. And he said unto him, If thy
presence go not with me, carry us not up hence.
For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy
people have found grace in thy sight? is it not in
that thou goest with us? so shall we be separated,
I and thy people, from all the people that are upon
the face of the earth. And the Lord said unto
Moses, 1 will do this thing also that thou hast
spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight,
and I know thee by name.

And he said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.
And he said, I will make all my goodness pass
before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the
Lord before thee ; and will be gracious to whom I
will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I
will shew mercy. And he said, Thou canst not
see my face: for there shall no man see me, and
live. And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place
by me, and thou shait stand upon a rock: and it
shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that
I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover
thee with my hand while I pass by: and I will
take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back
parts; but my face shall not be seen.

And the Lord said unto Moses, Hew thee two
tables of stone like unto the first; and I will write
upon these tables the words that were in the first
tables, which thou brakest. And be ready in the
morning, and come up in the morning unto mount
Sinai, and present thyself there to me in the top of
the mount. And no man shall come up with thee,
neither let any man be seen throughout all the
mount ; neither let the flocks nor herds feed before
that mount.

And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the
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first: and Moses rose up early in the morning,
and went up unto mount Sinai, as the Lord had
commanded him, and took in his hand the two
tables of stone. And the Lord descended in the
cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed
the name of the Lord. And the Lord passed by
before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression
and sin, and that will by no means clear the
guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children, and upon the children’s children,
unto the third and to the fourth generation. And
Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward
the earth, and worshipped.

Xvin

BALAAM BLESSES ISRAEL
Numbers xxiv. 1-9.

D when Balaam saw that it pleased
the Lord to bless Israel, he went
not, as at other times, to seek for
enchantments, but he set his face
toward the wilderness. And Balaam
lifted up his eyes, and he saw Israel

abiding in his tents according to their tribes; and

the Spirit of God came upon him. And he took

up his parable, and said,

Balaam the son of Beor hath said,

And the man whose eyes are open hath said:

He hath said, which heard the words of God,

‘Which saw the vision of the Almighty,

Falling into a trance, but having his eyes open:

How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob!
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And thy tabernacles, O Israel |

As the valleys are they spread forth,

As gardens by the river’s side,

As the trees of lign aloes, which the Lord hath
planted,

And as cedar trees beside the waters.

He shall pour the water out of his buckets,

And his seed shall be in many waters,

And his king shall be higher than Agag,

And his kingdom shall be exalted.

God brought him forth out of Egypt;

He hath as it were the strength of an unicorn:

He shall eat up the nations his enemies,

And shall break their bones,

And pierce them through with his arrows.

He couched, he lay down as a lion,

And as a great lion: who shall stir him up?

Blessed is he that blesseth thee,

And cursed is he that curseth thee.

XIX

A SONG OF MOSES
Deuteronomy xxxii. 1-43.

ear, O ye heavens, and I will

speak ;

And hear, O earth, the words of my
mouth.

My doctrine shall drop as the rain,

My speech shall distil as the dew,

As the small rain upon the tender herb,

And as the showers upon the grass:

Because I will publish the name of the Lord:

Ascribe ye greatness unto our God.

He is the Rock, his work is perfect;

For all his ways are judgment:
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A God of truth, and without iniquity,

Just and right is he.

They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not
the spot of his children :

They are a perverse and crooked generation.

Do ye thus requite the Lord,

O foolish people and unwise ?

Is not he thy father that hath bought thee?

Hath he not made thee, and established thee ?

Remember the days of old,

Consider the years of many generations:

Ask thy father, and he will shew thee;

Thy elders, and they will tell thee.

When the Most High divided to the nations their
inheritance,

When he separated the sons of Adam,

He set the bounds of the people

According to the number of the children of Israel:

For the Lord’s portion is his people ;

Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.

He found him in a desert land,

And in the waste howling wilderness;

He led him about, he instructed him,

He kept him as the apple of his eye.

As an eagle stirreth up her nest,

Fluttereth over her young,

Spreadeth abroad her wings,

Taketh them, beareth them on her wings;

So the Lord alone did lead him,

And there was no strange god with him.

He made him ride on the high places of the earth,

That he might eat the increase of the fields;

And he made him to suck honey out of the rock,

And oil out of the flinty rock;

Butter of kine, and milk of sheep,

With fat of lambs,

And rams of the breed of Bashan,
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And goats, with the fat of kidneys of wheat ;

And thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape.

But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked:

Thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou
art covered with fatness:

Then he forsook God which made him,

And lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.

They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods,

With abominations provoked they him to anger.

They sacrificed unto devils, not to God;

To gods whom they knew not,

To new gods that came newly up,

Whom your fathers feared not.

Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful,

And hast forgotten God that formed thee.

And when the Lord saw it, he abhorred them,

Because of the provoking of his sons and of his
daughters.

And he said, I will hide my face from them,

1 will see what their end shall be:

For they are a very froward generation,

Children in whom is no faith.

They have moved me to jealousy with that which
is not God;

They have provoked me to anger with their vani-
ties:

And I will move them to jealousy with those
which are not a people;

I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.

For a fire is kindled in mine anger,

And shall burn unto the lowest hell,

And shall consume the earth with her increase,

And set on fire the foundations of the mountains.

I will heap mischiefs upon them;

1 will spend mine arrows upon them.

They shall be burnt with hunger, and devoured
with burning heat,
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And with bitter destruction:

I will also send the teeth of beasts upon them,

With the poison of serpents of the dust.

‘The sword without,

And terror within,

Shall destroy both the young man and the virgin,

The suckling also with the man of grey hairs.

I said, I would scatter them into corners, :

I would make the remembrance of them to cease
from among men:

Were it not that I feared the wrath of the enemy,

Lest their adversaries should behave themselves
strangely,

And lest they should say, Our hand is high,

And the Lord hath not done all this.

For they are a nation void of counsel,

Neither is there any understanding in them.

Oh::ia:.: they were wise, that they uanderstood

That they would consider their latter end!

How should one chase a thousand,

And two put ten thousand to flight,

Except their Rock had sold them,

And the Lord had shut them up?

For their rock is not as our Rock, even our
enemies themselves being judges.

For their vine is of the vine of Sodom,

And of the fields of Gomorrah :

Their grapes are grapes of gall,

Their clusters are bitter:

Their wine is the poison of dragons,

And the cruel venom of asps.

Is not this laid up in store with me,

And sealed up among my treasures ?

To me belongeth vengeance and recompence ;

Their foot shall slide in due time:

For the day of their calamity is at band,
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And the things that shall come upon them make
haste.

For the Lord shall judge his people,

And repent himself for his servants,

When he seeth that their power is gone,

And there is none shut up, or left.

And he shall say, Where are their Gods,

‘Their rock in whom they trusted ;

Which did eat the fat of their sacrifices,

And drank the wine of their drink offerings ?

Let them rise up and help you,

And be your protection.

See now that I, even I, am he,

And there is no god with me:

I kill, and I make alive;

I wound, and I heal:

Neither;s there any that can deliver out of my
han

For 1 lift up my hand to heaven,

And say, I live for ever.

If I whet my glittering sword,

And mine hand take hold on judgment,

I will render vengeance to mine enemies,

And will reward them that hate me.

I will make mine arrows drunk with blood,

And my sword shall devour flesh ;

And that with the blood of the slain and of the

. captives,

From the beginning of revenges upon the enemy.

Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people;

For he will avenge the blood of his servants,

And will render vengeance to his adversaries,

And wi:,ll be merciful unto his land, and to his
people.
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MOSES BLESSES THE CHILDREN OF
ISRAEL AND DIES
Deuteronomy xxxiii.—xxxiv. 8.

ND this is the blessing wherewith
Moses the man of God blessed the
children of Israel before his death.
And he said,
The Lord came from Sinali,
And rose up from Seir unto them;
He shmed forth from mount Paran,
And he came with ten thousands of saints :
From his right hand went a fiery law for them.
Yea, he loved the people;
All his saints are in thy hand :
And they sat down at thy feet;
Every one shall receive of thy words.
Moses commanded us a law,
Even the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.
And he was king in Jeshurun,
When the heads of the people and the tribes of
Israel were gathered together.
Let Reuben live, and not die;
And let not his men be few.
And this is the blessing of Judah: and he said,
Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah,
And bring him unto his people :
Let his hands be sufficient for him ;
And be thou an help to him from his enemies.
And of Levi he said,
Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy
one,
Whom thou didst prove at Massah,
And with whom thou didst strive at the waters of
Meribah;
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Who said unto his father and to his mother, I
have not seen him;

Neither did he acknowledge his brethren,

Nor knew his own children:

For they have observed thy word,

And kept thy covenant.

They shall teach Jacob thy judgments,

And Israel thy law :

They shall put incense before thee,

And whole burnt sacrifice upon thine altar.

Bless, Lord, his substance,

And accept the work of his hands:

Smite through the loins of them that rise against

him,
And of them that hate him, that they rise not

again.
And of Benjamin he said,
The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by
him ; :
And the Lord shall cover him all the day long,
And he shall dwell between his shoulders.
And of Joseph he said,
Blessed of the Lord be his land,
For the precious things of heaven, for the dew,
And for the deep that coucheth beneath,
And for the precious fruits brought forth by the

sun,
And for the precious things put forth by the moon,
And for the chief things of the ancient mountains,
And for the precious things of the lasting hills,
And for the precious things of the earth and ful-
ness thereof,
And for the good will of him that dwelt in the
bush:
Let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph,
And upon the top of the head of him that was
separated from his brethren.
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His glory is like the firstling of his bulloclk,

And his horns are like the horns of unicorns:

With them he shall push the people together to
the ends of the earth:

And they are the ten thousands of Ephraim,

And they are the thousands of Manasseh.

And of Zebulun he said,

Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out ;

And, Issachar, in thy teats.

They shall call the people unto the mountain ;

‘There they shall offer sacrifices of righteousness :

For they shall suck of the abundance of the seas,

And of treasure hid in the sand.

And of Gad he said,

Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad:

He dwelleth as a lion,

And teareth the arm with the crown of the head.

And he provided the first part for himself,

Because there, in a portion of the lawgiver, was
he seated;

And he came with the heads of the people,

He executed the justice of the Lord,

And his judgments with Israel.

And of Dan he said,

Dan is a lion’s whelp:

He shall leap from Bashan.

And of Naphtali he said,

O Naphtali, satisfied with favour,

And full with the blessing of the Lord ;

Possess thou the west and the south.

And of Asher he said,

Let Asher be blessed with children ;

Let him be acceptable to his brethren,

And let him dip his foot in oil.

Thy shoes shall be iron and brass ;

And as thy days, so shall thy strength be.

There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun,
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Who rideth upon the heaven in thy help,

And in his excellency on the sky.

The eternal God is thy refuge,

And underneath are the everlasting arms:

And he shall thrust out the enemy from before
thee;

And shall say, Destroy them.

Israel then shall dwell in safety alone:

The fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn
and wine ;

Also his heavens shall drop down dew.

Happy art thou, O Israel:

Who is like unto thee, O people saved by the
Lord, :

The shield of thy help,

And who is the sword of thy excellency!

And thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee;

And thou shalt tread upon their high places.

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab
unto the mountains of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah,
that is over against Jericho. And the Lord shewed
him all the land of Gilead unto Dan, and all
Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh,
and all the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea,
and the south, and the plain of the valley of
Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar.
And the Lord said unto him, This is the land
which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and
unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed:
I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but
thou shalt not go over thither.

So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in
the land of Moab, according to the word of the
Lord. And he buried him in a valley in the land
of Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no man
knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. And

Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when
F
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he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force
abated. And the children of Israei wept for Moses
in the plains of Moab thirty days: so the days of
weeping and mourning for Moses were ended.

XXI

RAHAB RECEIVES THE SPIES
Joshua ii.

ND Joshua the son of Nun sent out of
Shittim two men to spy secretly,
saying, Go view the land, even
Jericho. And they went, and came
into an harlot's house, named Rahab,
and lodged there. And it was told
the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came
men in hither to-night of the children of Israel to
"~ search out the country. And the king of Jericho
sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that
are come to thee, which are entered into thine
house: for they be come to search out all the
country. And the woman took the two men, and
. hid them, and said thus, There came men unto me,
but I wist not whence they were: and it came to
pass, about the time of shutting of the gate, when
it was dark, that the men went out: whither the
men went I wot not: pursue after them quickly;
for ye shall overtake them. But she had brought
them up to the roof of the house, and hid them
with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order
upon the roof. And the men pursued after them
the way to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon as
they which pursued after them were gone out, they
shut the gate. ¢
And, before they were laid down, she came up
unto them upon the roof; and she said unto the
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men, I know that the Lord hath given you the
land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and
that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of
you. For we have heard how the Lord dried up
the water of the Red Sea for you, when ye came
out of Egypt ; and what ye did unto the two kings
of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan,
Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. And as
soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did
melt, neither did there remain any more courage
in any man, because of you: for the Lord your
. God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth
" beneath. Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto
me by the Lord, since I have shewed you kindness,
that ye will also shew kindness unto my father’s
house, and give me a true token: and that ye
will save alive my father, and my mother, and my
brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have,
and deliver our lives from death. And the men
answered her, Our life for yours, if ye utter not this
our business. And it shall be, when the Lord hath
given us the land, that we will deal kindly and
truly with thee. Then she let them down by a cord
through the window; for her house was upon the
town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall. And she
- said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the
pursuers meet you; and hide yourselves there
three days, until the pursuers be returned: and
afterward may ye go your way. And the men said
unto her, We will be blameless of this thine oath
which thou hast made us swear: behold, when
we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of
scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let
us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and
thy mother, and thy brethren, and all thy father's
household, home unto thee. And it shall be, that
whosoever shall go out of the doors of thy house
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into the street, his blood shall be upon his head,
and we will be guiltless; and whosoever shall be
with thee in the house, his blood shall be on our
head, if any hand be upon him. And if thou utter
this our business, then we will be quit of thine
oath which thou hast made us to swear. And she
said, According unto your words, so be it. And
she sent them away, and they departed: and she
bound the scarlet line in the window.

And they went, and came unto the mountain,
and abode there three days, until the pursuers were
returned : and the pursuers sought them through-
out all the way, but found them not. So the two
men returned, and descended from the mountain,
and passed over, and came to Joshua the son of
Nun, and told him all things that befell them:
and they said unto Joshua, Truly the Lord hath
delivered into our hands all the land; for even all
the inhabitants of the country do faint because of
us.

XXI1

THE DEFEAT AND DEATH OF SISERA
Judges iv.

D the children of Israel again did
evil in the sight of the Lord, when
Ehud was dead. And the Lord sold
them into the hand of Jabin king of
Canaan, that reigned in Hazor; the
captain of whose host was Sisera,
which dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles. And the
children of Israel cried unto the Lord; for he had

.nine hundred chariots of iron : and twenty years he

mightily oppressed the children of Israel.
And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth,
she judged Israel at that time. And she dwelt
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under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah
and Beth-el in Mount Ephraim: and the children
of Israel came up to her for judgment. And she
sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of
Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him, Hath not the
Lord God of Israel commanded, saying, Go and
draw toward Mount Tabor, and take with thee ten
thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of
the children of Zebulun? And I will draw unto
thee, to the river Kishon, Sisera, the captain of
Jabin’s army, with his chariots, and his multitude;
and I will deliver him into thine hand. And Barak
said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will
g0 ; but if thou wilt not go with me, then I will not
go. And she said, I will surely go with thee: not-
withstanding the journey that thou takest shall
not be for thine honour; for the Lord shall sell
Sisera into the hand of a woman. And Deborah
arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. And
Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh;
and he went up with ten thousand men at his feet:
and Deborah went up with him.

Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the chil-
dren of Hobab, the father-in-law of Moses, had
severed himself from the Kenites, and pitched his
tent unto the plain of Zaanaim, which is by Kedesh.
And they shewed Sisera that Barak the son of
Abinoam was gone up to Mount Tabor. And
Sisera gathered together all his chariots, even
nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the people
that were with him, from Harosheth of the Gentiles
unto the river of Kishon. And Deborah said unto
Barak, Up; for this is the day in which the Lord
hath delivered Sisera into thine hand: is not the
Lord gone out before thee? So Barak went down
from Mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after
him. And the Lord discomfited Sisera, and all his
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chariots, and all his host, with the edge of the
sword before Barak; so that Sisera lighted down
off his chariot, and fled away on his feet. But
Barak pursued after the chariots, and after the
host, unto Harosheth of the Gentiles: and all the
host of Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword ; and
there was not a man left.

Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to the tent
of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite : for there was
peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the
house of Heber the Kenite. And Jael went out to
meet Sisera, and said unto him, Turn in, my lord,
turn in to me; fear not. And when he had turned
in unto her into the tent, she covered him with a
mantle. And he said unto her, Give me, I pray
thee, a little water to drink; for I am thirsty.
And she opened a bottle of milk, and gave him
drink, and covered him. Again he said unto her,
Stand in the door of the tent; and it shall be, when
any man doth come and enquire of thee, and say,
Is there any man here? that thou shalt say, No.
Then Jael, Heber’s wife, took a nail of the tent,
and took an hammer in her hand, and went softly
unto him, and smote the nail into his temples, and
fastened it into the ground: for he was fast asleep
and weary: so he died. And, behold, as Barak
pursued Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and
said unto him, Come, and I will shew thee the man
whom thou seekest. And when he came into her
tent, behold, Sisera lay dead, and the nail was in
his temples. So God subdued on that day Jabin
the king of Canaan before the children of Israel
And the hand of the children of Israel prospered,
and prevailed against Jabin the king of Canaan,
until they had destroyed Jabin king of Canaan. .
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XXIIt

THE SONG OF DEBORAH
Judges v.

HEN sang Deborah and Barak the
son of Abinoam on that day, saying,
Praise ye the Lord for the avenging
of Israel,

When the people willingly offered
themselves.

Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes;

I,evenl, wﬂlsmguntothe Lord;

¢ wﬂl sing praise to the Lord God of Israel.

Lord, when thou wentest out of Seir,

When thou marchedst out of the field of Edom,

The earth trembled, and the heavens dropped,

The clouds also dropped water.

The mountains melted from before the Lord,

Even that Sinai from before the Lord God of Israel.

In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath,

In the days of Jael, the highways were unoccupied,

And the travellers walked through byways.

The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased

in Israel,

Until that I Deborah arose,

‘That I arose a mother in Israel.

They chose new gods;

Then was war in the gates:

Was there a shield or spear seen

Among forty thousand in Israel ?

My heart is toward the governors of Israel,

That offered themselves willingly among the people.

Bless ye the Lord.

Speak, ye that ride on white asses,

Ye that sit in judgment,

And walk by the way.
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They that are delivered from the noise of archers
in the places of drawing water,

There shall they rehearse the righteous acts of
the Lord,

Even the righteous acts toward the inhabitants of
his villages in Israel: -

Then shall the people of the Lord go down to the
gates.

Awake, awake, Deborah ;

Awake, awake ; utter a song:

Arise, Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, thou
son of Abinoam.

Then he made him that remaineth have dominion
over the nobles among the people:

The Lord made me have dominion over the mighty.

Out of Ephraim was there a root of them against
Amalek ;

After thee, Benjamin, among thy people:

Out of Machir came down governors,

And out of Zebulun they that handle the pen of
the writer.

And the princes of Issachar were with Deborah ;

Even Issachar, and also Barak:

He was sent on foot into the valley.

For the divisions of Reuben there were great
thoughts of heart.

Why abodest thou among the sheep-folds,

To hear the bleatings of the flocks?

For the divisions of Reuben there were great
searchings of heart.

Gilead abode beyond Jordan:

And why did Dan remain in ships?

Asher continued on the sea shore,

And abode in his breaches.

Zebulun and Naphtali were a people that jeoparded
their lives unto the death in the high places of
the field.
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The kings came and fought,

Then fought the kings of Canaan

In Taanach by the waters of Megiddo;

They took no gain of money.

They fought from heaven;

The stars in their courses fought against Sisera,

The river of Kishon swept them away,

That ancient river, the river Kishon.

O my soul, thou hast trodden down strength,

Then were the horse-hoofs broken by the means
of the prancings,

The prancings of their mighty ones.

Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord,

Curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof’;

Because they came not to the help of the Lord,

To the help of the Lord against the mighty.

Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of Heber
the Kenite be ;

Blessed shall she be above women in the tent.

He asked water, and she gave him milk;

She brought forth butter in a lordly dish.

She put her hand to the nail,

And her right hand to the workmen’s hammer ;

And with the hammer she smote Sisera,

She smote off his head,

When she had pierced and stricken through his
temples.

At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down:

At her feet he bowed, he fell:

Where he bowed, there he fell down dead.

The mother of Sisera looked out at a window,

And cried through the lattice,

‘Why is his chariot so long in coming ?

Why tarry the wheels of his chariots?

Her wise ladies answered her,

Yea, she returned answer to herself,

Have they not sped? have they not divided the prey;
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To every man a damsel or two; to Sisera a prey
of divers colours,

A prey of divers colours of needlework,

Of divers colours of needlework on both sides,

Meet for the necks of them that take the spoil ?

So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord:

But let them that love him be as the sun when he
goeth forth in his might.

XX1V

THE BIRTH OF SAMSON
Judges xiil. 2-24.

ND there was a certain man of Zorah,
of the family of the Danites, whose
name was Manoah ; and his wife was
barren and bare not. And the angel
of the Lord appeared unto the woman,
and said unto her, Behold now, thou

art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt con-
ceive, and bear a son. Now therefore beware,
I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink,
and eat not any unclean thing: for, lo, thou
shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall
come on his head : for the child shall be a Nazarite
unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to
deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.

Then the woman came and told her husband,
saying, A man of God came unto me, and his
countenance was like the countenance of an angel
of God, very terrible: but I asked him not whence
he was, neither told he me his name: but he said
unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and bear
a son; and now drink no wine nor strong drink,
neither eat any unclean thing: for the child shall
be a Nazarite to God from the womb to the day
of his death.
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Then Manoah entreated the Lord, and said, O
my Lord, let the man of God which thou didst
send come again unto us, and teach us what we
shall do unto the child that shall be born. And
God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and the
angel of God came again unto the woman as she
sat in the field : but Manoah her husband was not
with her. And the woman made haste, and ran,
and shewed her husband, and said unto him,
Behold, the man hath appeared unto me, that
came unto me the other day. And Manoah arose,
and went after his wife, and came to the man, and
said unto him, Art thou the man that spakest
unto the woman? And he said, I am. And
Manoah said, Now let thy words come to pass.
How shall we order the child, and how shall we
do unto him? And the angel of the Lord said
unto Manoah, Of all that I said unto the woman
let her beware. She may not eat of any thing
that cometh of the vine, neither let her drink
wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing:
all that I commanded her let her observe.

And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord,
I pray thee, let us detain thee, until we shall
have made ready a kid for thee. And the angel
of the Lord said unto Manoah, Though thou
detain me, I will not eat of thy bread: and if thou
wilt offer a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto
the Lord. For Manoah knew not that he was an
angel of the Lord. And Manoah said unto the
angel of the Lord, What is thy name, that when
thy sayings come to pass we may do thee honour?
And the angel of the Lord said unto him, Why
askest thou thus after my name, seeing it is
secret? So Manoah took a kid with a meat
offering, and offered it upon a rock unto the
Lord: and the angel did wondrously; and Manoah
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and his wife looked on. For it came to pass,
when the flame went up toward heaven from off
the altar, that the angel of the Lord ascended in
the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife
looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground.
But the angel of the Lord did no more appear
to Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew
that he was an angel of the Lord. And Manoah
said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because
we have seen God. But his wife said unto him,
If the Lord were pleased to kill us, he would
not have received a burnt offering and a meat
offering at our hands, neither would he have
shewed us all these things, nor would as at
this time have told us such things as these.

And the woman bare a son, and called his name
Samson: and the child grew, and the Lord blessed
him.

XXV
SAMSON'’S RIDDLE
Judges xiv.

D Samson went down to Timnath,
and saw a woman in Timnath of the
daughters of the Philistines. And
he came up, and told his father and
his mother, and said, I have seen a
woman in Timnath of the daughters
of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to
wife. Then his father and his mother said unto
him, Is there never a woman among the daughters
of thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou
goest to take a wife of the uncircumcised Philis-
tines? And Samson said unto his father, Get her
for me; for she pleaseth me well. But his father
and his mother knew not that it was of the Lord,
that he sought an occasion against the Philistines:
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for at that time the Philistines had dominion over
Israel.

Then went Samson down, and his father and his
mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of
Timnath ; and, behold, a young lion roared against
him. And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily
upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent
~ a kid, and he had nothing in his hand: but he told
not his father or his mother what he had done.
And he went down and talked with the woman;
and she pleased Samson well. And after a time he
returned to take her, and he turned aside to see
the carcase of the lion; and, behold, there was a
swarm of bees and honeyin the carcase of the lion.
And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eat-
ing, and came to his father and mother, and he gave
them, and they did eat: but he told not them that he
had taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion.

So his father went down unto the woman: and
Samson made there a feast; for so used the young
men to do. And it came to pass, when they saw
him, that they brought thirty companions to be
with him. And Samson said unto them, I will now
put forth a riddle unto you: if ye can certainly
declare it me within the seven days of the feast,
and find it out, then I will give you thirty sheets
and thirty change of garments: but if ye cannot
declare it me, then shall ye give me thirty sheets
and thirty change of garments. And they said
unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear
it. And he said unto them, Out of the eater came
forth meat, and out of the strong came forth
sweetness. And they could not in three days
expound the riddle. And it came to pass on the
seventh day, that they said unto Samson’s wife,
Entice thy husband, that he may declare unto us
the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy father’s house
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with fire: have ye called us to take that we have?
isit not so? And Samson’s wife wept before him,
and said, Thou dost but hate me, and lovest me
not: thou hast put forth a riddle unto the children
of my people, and hast not told it me. And he
said unto her, Behold, I have not told it my father
nor my mother, and shall I tell it thee? And she
wept before him the seven days, while their feast:
lasted ; and it came to pass on the seventh day,
that he told her, because she lay sore upon him:
and she told the riddle to the children of her people.
And the men of the city said unto him on the seventh
day before the sun went down, What is sweeter
than honey? and what is stronger than a lion?
And he said unto them, If ye had not ploughed
with my heifer, ye had not found out my riddle.
And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and
he went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men of
them, and took their spoil, and gave change of
garments unto them which expounded the riddle.
And his anger was kindled, and he went up to his
father’s house. But Samson’s wife was given to
his companion, whom he had used as his friend.

XXV1
SAMSON AND DELILAH
Judges xvi. 4-31.

D it came to pass afterward, that hie
loved a woman in the valley of Sorek,
whose name was Delilah. And the
lords of the Philistines came up unto
her, and said unto her, Entice him,
and see wherein his great strength
lieth, and by what means we may prevail against
him, that we may bind him to afflict him: and we
will give thee, every one of us, eleven hundred
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pieces of silver. And Delilah said to Samson, Tell
me, I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth,
and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict
thee. And Samson said unto her, If they bind me
with seven green withs that were never dried, then
shall I be weak, and be as another man. Then
the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven
green withs which had not been dried, and she
bound him with them. Now there were men lying
in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. And
she said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee,
Samson. And he brake the withs, as a thread of
tow is broken when it toucheth the fire: so his
strength was not known. And Delilah said unto
Samson, Behold, thou hast mocked me, and told
me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou
mightest be bound. And he said unto her, If they
bind me fast with new ropes that never were
occupied, then shall I be weak, and be as another
man, Delilah therefore took new ropes, and
bound him therewith, and said unto him, The
Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And there
were liers in wait abiding in the chamber. And he
brake them from off his arms like a thread. And
Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast
mocked me, and told me lies: tell me wherewith
thou mightest be bound. And he said unto her, If
thou weavest the seven locks of my head with the
web. And she fastened it with the pin, and said
unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.
And he awaked out of his sleep, and went away
with the pin of the beam, and with the web.

And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I
love thee, when thine heart is not with me? thou
hast mocked me these three times, and hast not
told me wherein thy great strength lieth. And it
came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her
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words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed
unto death, that he told her all his heart, and said
unto her, There hath not come a razor upon mine
head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from
my mother’s womb: if I be shaven, then my
strength will go from me, and I shall become
weak, and be like any other mian. And when
Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she
sent and called for the lords of the Philistines,
saying, Come up this once, for he hath shewed me
all his heart. Then the lords of the Philistines
came up unto her, and brought money in their
hand. And she made him sleep upon her knees:
and she called for a man, and she caused him to
shave off the seven locks of his head; and she
began to afflict him, and his strength went from
him. And she said, The Philistines be upon thee,
Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said,
I will go out, as at other times before, and shake
myself. And he wist not that the Lord was
departed from him. But the Philistines took him,
and put out his eyes, and brought him down to
Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he
did grind in the prison house. Howbeit the hair
of his head began to grow again after he was
shaven.

Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them
together for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon
their god, and to rejoice: for they said, Our god
hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand.
And when the people saw him, they praised their
god : for they said, Our god hath delivered into our
hands.our enemy, and the destroyer of our country,
which slew many of us. And it came to pass,
when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call
for Samson, that he may make us sport. And
they called for Samson out of the prison house;
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and he made them sport: and they set him be-
tween the pillars. And Samson said unto the lad
that held him by the hand, Suffer me that I may
feel the pillars whereupon the house standeth, that
I may lean upon them. Now the house was full
of men and women ; and all the lords of the Philis-
tines were there; and there were upon the roof
about three thousand men and women, that be-
held while Samson made sport. And Samson
called unto the Lord, and said, O Lord God,
remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I
pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at
once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.
And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars
upon which the house stood, and on which it was
borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of
the other with his left. And Samson said, Let me
die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself
with all his might; and the house fell upon the
lords, and upon all the people that were therein:
so the dead which he slew at his death were more
than they which he slew in his life. Then his
brethren and all the house of his father came
down, and took him, and brought him up, and
buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol, in the
burying-place of Manoah his father. And he judged
Israel twenty years.
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XXVII

THE STORY OF RUTH

1. RUTH AND NAOM!I
Ruthi

7 it came to pass in the days when

he judges ruled, that there was a

amine in the land. And a certain

nan of Beth-lehem-judah went to so-

ourn in the country of Moab, he, and

his wife, and his two sons. And the
name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of
his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons,
Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth-lehem-
judah. And they came into the country of Moab,
and continued there. And Elimelech, Naomi’'s
husband, died ; and she was left, and her two sons.
And they took them wives of the women of Moab;
the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of
the other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten
years. And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of
them; and the woman was left of her two sons and
her husband.

Then she rose with her daughters in law, that
she might return from the country of Moab: for
she had heard in the country of Moab how that the
Lord had visited his people in giving them bread.
Wherefore she went forth out of the place where
she was, and her two daughters in law with her;
and they went on their way to return unto the land
of Judah. And Naomi said unto her two daugh-
ters in law, Go, return each to her mother’s house:
the Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt
with the dead, and with me. The Lord grant you
that ye may find rest, each of you in the house of
her husband. Then she kissed them : and they lifted
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up their voice, and wept. And they said unto her,
Surely we will return with thee unto thy people.
And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters; why
will ye go with me? are there yet any more sons
in my womb, that they may be your husbands?
Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for I am
too old to have an husband. If I should say I
have hope, if I should have an husband also to-
night, and should also bear sons; would ye tarry
for them till they were grown? would ye stay
for them from having husbands? nay, my daugh-
ters; for it grieveth me much for your sakes, that
the hand of the Lord is gone out against me. And
they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and
Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave
unto her. And she said, Behold, thy sister in law
is gone back unto her people, and unto her gods:
return thou after thy sister in law. And Ruth
said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return
from following after thee : for whither thou goest,
I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge:
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my
God: where thou diest, will I die, and there will
I be buried: the Lord do so to me, and more also,
if ought but death part thee and me. When she
saw that she was steadfastly minded to go with her,
then she left speaking unto her.

So they two went until they came to Beth-lehem.
And it came to pass, when they were come
to Beth-lehem, that all the city was moved about
them, and they said, Is this Naomi? And she
said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara:
for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me.
I went out full, and the Lord hath brought me
home again empty: why then call ye me Naomi,
seeing the Lord hath testified against me, and the
Almighty hath afflicted me? So Naomi returned,
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and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in law,
with her, which returned out of the country of
Moab: and they came to Beth-lehem in the begin-
ning of barley harvest.

2. RUTH AMONG THE REAPERS.
Ruth ii.

D Naomi had a kinsman of her hus-

band’s, a mighty man of wealth, of

the family of Elimelech; and his

name was Boaz. And Ruth the

Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me

now go to the field, and glean ears of
corn after him in whose sight I shall find grace.
And she said unto her, Go, my daughter. And
she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after
the reapers: and her hap was to light on a part of
the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the kin-
dred of Elimelech.

And, behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem, and
said unto the reapers, The Lord be with you. And
they answered him, The Lord bless thee. Then
said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the
reapers, Whose damsel is this? And the servant
that was set over the reapers answered and said,
It is the Moabitish damsel that came back with
Naomi out of the country of Moab: and she said,
I pray you, let me glean and gather after the
reapers among the sheaves: so she came, and
hath continued even from the morning until now,
that she tarried a little in the house. Then said
Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter?
Go not to glean in another field, neither go from
hence, but abide here fast by my maidens: let
thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and go
thou after them: have I not charged the young
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men that they shall not touch thee? and when
thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of
that which the young men have drawn. Then she
fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground,
and said unto him, Why have I found grace in
thine eyes, that thou shouldst take knowledge of
me, seeing I am a stranger? And Boaz answered
and said unto her, It hath fully been shewed me all
that thou hast done unto thy mother in law since
the death of thine husband; and how thou hast
left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy
nativity, and art come unto a people which thou
knewest not heretofore. The Lord recompense
thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the
Lord God of Israel, under whose wings thou art
come to trust. Then she said, Let me find favour
in thy sight, my lord ; for that thou hast comforted
me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto
thine handmaid, though I be not like unto one of
thine handmaidens. And Boaz said unto her, At
meal-time come thou hither, and eat of the bread,
and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat
beside the reapers: and he reached her parched
corn, and she did eat, and was sufficed, and left.
And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz com-
manded his young men, saying, Let her glean even
among the sheaves, and reproach her not: and
let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her,
and leave them, that she may glean them, and
rebuke her not. So she gleaned in the field until
even, and beat out that she had gleaned: and it
was about an ephah of barley.

And she took it up, and went into the city; and
her mother in law saw what she had gleaned : and
she brought forth, and gave to her that she had
reserved after she was sufficed. And her mother
in law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned
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to day? and where wroughtest thou? blessed be
he that did take knowledge of thee. And she
shewed her mother in law with whom she had
wrought, and said, The man’s name with whom I
wrought to day is Boaz. And Naomi said unto
her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the Lord,
who hath not left off his kindness to the living and
to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man
is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen.
And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said unto me
also, Thou shalt keep fast by my young men, until
they have ended all my harvest. And Naomi said
unto Ruth her daughter in law, It is good, my
daughter, that thou go out with his maidens, that
they meet thee not in any other field. So she kept
fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end
of barley harvest and of wheat harvest; and dwelt
with her mother in law.

‘3. RUTH AND BOAZ AT THE THRESHINGFLOOR
Ruth il

HEN Naomi her mother in law said
unto her, My daughter, shall I not
seek rest for thee, that it may be well
with thee? And now is not Boaz of
our kindred, with whose maidens thou
wast? Behold, he winnoweth barley

to night in the threshingfloor. Wash thyself there-
fore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon
thee, and get thee down to the floor: but make not
thyself known unto the man, until he shall have
done eating and drinking. And it shall be, when
he lieth down, that thou shalt mark the place where
he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his
feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what



THE STORY OF RUTH 103

thou shalt do. And she said unto her, All that
thou sayest unto me I will do.

And she went down unto the floor, and did ac-
cording to all that her mother in law bade her.
And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart
was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the
heap of corn: and she came softly, and uncovered
his feet, and laid her down. And it came to pass
at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned
himself ; and, behold, a woman lay at his feet. And
he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am
Ruth thine handmaid : spread therefore thy skirt
over thine handmaid ; for thou art a near kinsman.
And he said, Blessed be thou of the Lord, my
daughter ; for thou hast shewed more kindness in
the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as
thou followedst not young men, whether poor or
rich. And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do
to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of
my people doth know that thou art a virtuous
woman. And now it is true that I am thy near
kinsman : howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than
I. Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning,
that if he will perform unto thee the part of a kins-
man, well ; let him do the kinsman’s part: but if
he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, then
will I do the part of a kinsman to thee, as the Lord
liveth : lie down until the morning. And she lay
at his feet until the morning: and she rose up
before one could know another. And he said, Let
it not be known that a woman came into the floor.
Also he said, Bring the veil that thou hast upon
thee, and hold it. And when she held it, he
measured six measures of barley, and laid it on
her: and she went into the city.

And when she came to her mother in law, she
said, Who art thou, my daughter? And she told
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her all that the man had done to her. And she
said, These six measures of barley gave he me;
for he said to me, Go not empty unto thy mother
in law. Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, until
thou know how the matter will fall : for the man
will not be in rest until he have finished the thing
this day.

4. BOAZ TAKES RUTH TO WIFE
Ruth iv. 1-17.

HEN went Boaz up to the gate, and
sat him down there : and, behold, the
kinsman of whom Boaz spake came
by ; unto whom he said, Ho, such a
one ! turn aside, sit down here. And
he turned aside, and sat down. And

he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said,
Sit ye down here. And they sat down. And he
said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again
out of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land,
which was our brother Elimelech’s: and I thought
to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabi-
tants, and before the elders of my people. If thou
wilt redeem it, redeem it; but if thou wilt not redeem
it, then tell me, that I may know : for there is none
to redeem it besides thee; and I am after thee.
And he said, I will redeem it. Then said Boaz,
What day thou buyest the field of the hand of
Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess,
the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the
dead upon his inheritance. And the kinsman said,
I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own
inheritance : redeem thou my right to thyself; for
I cannot redeem it. Now this was the manner in
former time in Israel concerning redeeming, and
concerning changing, for to confirm all things; a
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man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neigh-
bour: and this was a testimony in Israel. There-
fore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee.
So he drew off his shoe.

And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the
people, Ye are witnesses this day, that I have
bought all that was Elimelech’s and all that was
Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, of the hand of Naomi.
Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon,
bave I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the
name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the
name of the dead be not cut off from among his
brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are
witnesses this day. And all the people that were
in the gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses.
The Lord make the woman that is come into thine
house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did
build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily
in Ephratah, and be famous in Beth-lehem: and
let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom
Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the
Lord shall give thee of this young woman.,

So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife : and
when he went in unto her, the Lord gave her con-
ception, and she bare a son. And the women said
unto Naomi, Blessed be the Lord, which hath not
left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name
may be famous in Israel. And he shall be unto
thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine
old age: for thy daughter in law, which loveth
thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath
born him. And Naomi took the child, and laid it
in her bosom, and became nurse unto it. And the
women her neighbours gave it a name, saying,
There is a son born to Naomi ; and they called his
name Obed : he is the father of Jesse, the father of
David.
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XXVIII

HANNAH DEVOTES SAMUEL TO THE
LORD
T Samuel 1.

7 there was a certain man of Rama-

haim-zophim, of mount Ephraim,

ind his name was Elkanah, the son

f Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the

jon of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an

Ephrathite : and he had two wives;
the name of the one was Hannah, and the name
of the other Peninnah : and Peninnah had children,
but Hannah had no children. And this man went
up out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice
unto the Lord of hosts in Shiloh. And the two
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of
the Lord, were there. And when the time was
that Elkanah offered, he gave to Peninnah his
wife, to all her sons and her daughters, portions:
but unto Hannah he gave a worthy portion; for
he loved Hannah : but the Lord had shut up her
womb. And her adversary also provoked her sore,
for to make her fret, because the Lord had shut
up her womb. And as he did so year by year, when
she went up to the house of the Lord, so she pro-
voked her; therefore she wept, and did not eat.
Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hannah,
why weepest thou? and why eatest thou not? and
why is thy heart grieved ? am I not better to thee
than ten sons ?

So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in
Shiloh, and after they had drunk. Now Eli the
priest sat upon a seat by a post of the temple
of the Lord. And she was in bitterness of soul,
and prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore. And
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she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of hosts, if
thou wilt indeed look on the afiliction of thine
handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine
handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a
man child, then I will give him unto the Lord all
the days of his life, and there shall no razor come
upon his head. And it came to pass, as she con-
tinued praying before the Lord, that Eli marked
her mouth. Now Hannah, she spake in her heart;
only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard:
therefore Eli thought she had been drunken.
And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be
drunken? put away thy wine from thee. And
Hannah answered and said, No, my lord; Iama
woman of a sorrowful spirit : I have drunk neither
wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my
soul before the Lord. Count not thine handmaid
for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abundance
of my complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto.
Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace: and
the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou
hast asked of him. And she said, Let thine hand-
maid find grace in thy sight. So the woman went
her way, and did eat, and her countenance was no
more sad.

And they rose up in the morning early, and wor-
shipped before the Lord, and returned, and came
to their house to Ramah: and Elkanah knew
Hannah his wife ; and the Lord remembered her.
Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was

come about after Hannah had conceived, that she
ba.re a son, and called his name Samuel, saying,
Because I have asked him of the Lord. And the
man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to offer
unto the Lord the yearly sacrifice, and his vow.
But Hannah went not up ; for she said unto her
husband, I will not go up until the child be
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weaned, and then I will bring him, that he may
appear before the Lord, and there abide for ever.
And Elkanah her husband said unto her, Do what
seemeth thee good : tarry until thou have weaned
him; only the Lord establish his word. So the
woman abode, and gave her son suck until she
weaned him.

And when she had weaned him, she took him up
with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of
flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto
the house of the Lord in Shiloh: and the child was
young. And they slew a bullock, and brought the
child to Eli. And she said, Oh my lord, as thy
soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood
by thee here, praying unto the Lord. For this
child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my
petition which I asked of him. Therefore also I
have lent him to the Lord; as long as he liveth he
shall be lent to the Lord. And he worshipped the
Lord there.

XXIX

GOD SPEAKS TO THE CHILD SAMUEL
1 Samuel ii. 18, 19,7iii. 1-18.

T Samuel ministered before the

Lord, being a child, girded with a

linen ephod. Moreover his mother

made him a little coat, and brought

it to him from year to year, when she

came up with her husband to offer.
the yearly sacrifice.

And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord
before Eli. And the word of the Lord was precious
in those days; there was no open vision. And it
came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down
in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that
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he could not see; and ere the lamp of God went
out in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of
God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep;
that the Lord called Samuel: and he answered,
Heream I. And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here
am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called
~ not; lie down again. And he went and lay down.

And the Lord called yet again, Samuel. And
Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, Here
am I; for thou didst call me. And he answered,
I called not, my son; lie down again. Now
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was
the word of the Lord yet revealed unto him. And
the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And
he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am
I; for thou didst call me. And Eli perceived that
the Lord had called the child. Therefore Eli said
unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he
call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, Lord; for
thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay
down in his place.

And the Lord came, and stood, and called as
at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel
answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth. And
the Lord said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing
in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that
heareth it shall tingle. In that day I will perform
against Eli all things which I have spoken con-
cerning his house: when I begin, I will also make
an end. For I have told him that I will judge his
house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth ;
because his sons made themselves vile, and he
restrained them not. And therefore I have sworn
unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s
house shall not be purged with sacrifice nor
offering for ever.

And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened
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the doors of the house of the Lord. And Samuel
feared to shew Eli the vision. Then Eli called
Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. And he an-
swered, Here am I. And he said, What is the thing
that the Lord hath said unto thee? I praythee hide
it not from me : God do so to thee, and more also,
if thou hide any thing from me of all the things
that he said unto thee. And Samuel told him every
whit, and hid nothing from him. And he said, It
is the Lord: let him do what seemeth him good.

XXX

THE ARK OF GOD IS TAKEN
DEATH OF ELI

1 Samuel iv.

D the word of Samuel came to all

Israel. Now Israel went out against

the Philistines to battle, and pitched

beside Eben-ezer: and the Philis-

tines pitched in Aphek. And the

Philistines put themselves in array

against Israel: and when they joined battle, Israel

was smitten before the Philistines: and they slew
of the army in the field about four thousand men.

And when people were come into the camp, the

elders of Israel said, Wherefore hath the Lord

smitten us to day before the Philistines? Let us

fetch the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of

Shiloh unto us, that, when it cometh among us, it

may save us out of the hand of our enemies. So

the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring

from thence the ark of the covenant of the Lord

of hosts, which dwelleth between the cherubims:

and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas,

were there with the ark of the covenant of God.

Aad when the ark of the covenant of the Lord
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came into the camp, all Israel shouted with a
great shout, so that the earth rang again. And
when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout,
they said, What meaneth the noise of this great
shout in the camp of the Hebrews? And they
understood that the ark of the Lord was come
into the camp. And the Philistines were afraid,
for they said, God is come into the camp. And
they said, Woe unto us! for there hath not been
such a thing heretofore. Woe unto us! who shall
deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods?
these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians
with all the plagues in the wilderness. Be ye
strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye
Philistines! that ye be not servants unto the
Hebrews, as they have been to you: quit your-
selves like men, and fight.

And the Philistines fought, and Israel was
smitten, and they fled every man into his tent:
and there was a very great slaughter; for there
fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. And the
ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli,
Hophni and Phinehas, were slain.

And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the
army, and came to Shiloh the same day, with his
clothes rent, and with earth upon his head. And
when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the way-
side watching : for his heart trembled for the ark
of God. And when the man came into the city, and
told it, all the city cried out. And when Eli heard
the noise of the crying, he said, What meaneth the
noise of this tumult? And the man came in
hastily, and told Eli. Now Eli was ninety and
eight years old; and his eyes were dim, that he
could not see. And the man said unto Eli, I am
he that came out of the army, and I fled to day out
of the army. And he said, What is there done, my
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son? And the messenger answered, and said,
Israel has fled before the Philistines, and there
hath been also a great slaughter among the people,
and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are
dead, and the ark of God is taken. And it came to
pass, when he made mention of the ark of God,
that he fell from off the seat backward by the side
of the gate, and his neck brake, and he died; for
he was an old man, and heavy. And he had judged
Israel forty years.

And his daughter in law, Phinehas’ wife, was
with child, near to be delivered: and when she
heard the tidings that the ark of God was taken,
and that her father in law and her husband were
dead, she bowed herself and travailed; for her
pains came upon her. And about the time of her
death the women that stood by her said unto her,
Fear not; for thou hast born a son. But she
answered not, neither did she regard it. And she
named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is de-
parted from Israel: because the ark of God was
taken, and because of her father in law and her
husband. And she said, The glory is departed
from Israel ; for the ark of God is taken.

XXXI

SAMUEL ANOINTS DAVID TO BE KING
1 Samuel xvi,

ND the Lord said unto Samuel, How

long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing

I have rejected him from reigning

over Israel? fill thine horn with

oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse

the Beth-lehemite: for I have pro-

vided me a king among his sons. And Samuel
said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me,
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And the Lord said, Take an heifer with thee, and
say, I am come to sacrifice to the Lord. And call
Jesse to the sacrifice, and 1 will shew thee what
thou shalt do; and thou shalt anoint unto me him
whom I name unto thee.

And Samuel did that which the Lord spake, and
came to Beth-lehem. And the elders of the town
trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou
peaceably? And he said, Peaceably: I am come
to sacrifice unto the Lord: sanctify yourselves, and
come with me to the sacrifice. And he sanctified
Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice.
And it came to pass, when they were come, that
he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the Lord’s
anointed is before him. But the Lord said unto
Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the
height of his stature ; because I have refused him:
for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man
looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord
looketh on the heart. Then Jesse called Abinadab,
and made him pass before Samuel. And he said,
Neither hath the Lord chosen this. Then Jesse
made Shammah to pass by. And he said, Neither
hath the Lord chosen this. Again, Jesse made
seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And
Samuel said unto Jesse, The Lord hath not chosen
these. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all
thy children? And he said, There remaineth yet
the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep.
And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him:
for we will not sit down till he come hither. And
he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy,
and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly
to look to. And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him:
for this ishe. Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and
anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the

Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that
H
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day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to
Ramah.

But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul,
and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him. And
Saul’s servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil
spirit from God troubleth thee. Let our lord now
command thy servants, which are before thee, to
seek out a man, who is a cunning player on an
harp: and it shall come to pass, when the evil
spirit from God is upon thee, that he shall play
with his hand, and thou shalt be well. And Saul
said unto his servants, Provide me now a man that
can play well, and bring him to me. Then answered
one of the servants, and said, Behold, I have seen
a son of Jesse the Beth-lehemite, that is cunning in
playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man of
war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person,
and the Lord is with him.

Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, and
said, Send me David, thy son, which is with the
sheep. And Jesse took an ass laden with bread,
and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent them by
David his son unto Saul. And David came to
Saul, and stood before him: and he loved him
greatly; and he became his armourbearer. And
Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let David, I pray thee,
stand before me ; for he hath found favour in my
sight. And it came to pass, when the evil spirit
from God was upon Saul, that David took an harp,
and played with his hand : so Saul was refreshed,
and was well, and the evil spirit departed from.

him.
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XXXII

DAVID SLAYS GOLIATH
1 Samuel xvil.

OW the Philistines gathered together
their armies to battle, and were
gathered together at Shochoh, which
belongeth to Judah, and pitched
between Shochoh and Azekah, in
Ephes-dammim. And Saul and the

men of Israel were gathered together, and pitched

by the valley of Elah, and set the battle in array
against the Philistines. And the Philistines stood
on a mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on

a mountain on the other side: and there was a

valley between them. And there went out a

champion out of the camp of the Philistines,

named Gojiath, of Gath, whose height was six
cubits and a span. And he had an helmet of brass
upon his head, and he was armed with a coat of
mail; and the weight of the coat was five thousand
shekels of brass. And he had greaves of brass
upon his legs, and a target of brass between his

shoulders. And the staff of his spear was like a

weaver's beam ; and his spear’s head weighed six

hundred shekels of iron: and one bearing a shield
went before him. And he stood and cried unto
the armies of Israel, and said unto them, Why are

ye come out to set your battle in array? am not I

a Philistine, and ye servants to Saul? choose you

a man for you, and let him come down to me. If

he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, then

will we be your servants: but if I prevail against
him, and kill him, then shall ye be our servants,
and serve us. And the Philistine said, I defy the
armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we
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may fight together. When Saul and all Israel
heard those words of the Philistine, they were
dismayed, and greatly afraid.

Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of
Beth-lehem-judah, whose name was Jesse; and he
had eight sons : and the man went among men for
an old man in the days of Saul. And the three
eldest sons of Jesse went and followed Saul to the
battle: and the names of his three sons that went
to the battle were Eliab the first-born; and next
unto him, Abinadab; and the third, Shammah.
And David was the youngest ; and the three eldest
followed Saul. But David went and returned from
Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Beth-lehem. And
the Philistine drew near morning and evening, and
presented himself forty days. And Jesse said unto
David his son, Take now for thy brethren an ephah
of this parched corn, and these ten loaves, and run
to the camp to thy brethren; and carry these ten
cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, and
look how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge.
Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were
in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.

And David rose up early in the morning, and
left the sheep with a keeper, and took, and went,
as Jesse had commanded him; and he came to
the trench, as the host was going forth to the
fight, and shouted for the battle. For Israel and
the Philistines had put the battle in array, army
against army. And David left his carriage in the
hand of the keeper of the carriage, and ran into
the army, and came and saluted his brethren.
And as he talked with them, behold, there came
up the champion (the Philistine of Gath, Goliath
by name) out of the armies of the Philistines,
and spake according to the same words: and
David heard them. And all the men of Israel,
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when they saw the man, fled from him, and were
sore afraid. And the men of Israel said, Have
ye seen this man that is come up? surely to defy
Israel is he come up: and it shall be, that the
man who killeth him, the king will enrich him
with great riches, and will give him his daughter,
and make his father’s house free in Israel. Aad
David spake to the men that stood by him, saying,
What shall be done to the man that killeth this
Philistine, and taketh away the reproach from
Israel? for who is this uncircumcised Philistine,
that he should defy the armies of the living God?
And the people answered him after this manner,
saying, So shall it be done to the man that killeth
him. And Eliab his eldest brother heard when
he spake unto the men: and Eliab’s anger was
kindled against David, and he said, Why camest
thou down hither? and with whom hast thou left
those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy
pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for
thou art come down that thou mighest see the
battle. And David said, What have I now done?
Is there not a cause? And he turned from him
toward another, and spake after the same manner:
and the people answered him again after the
former manner.

And when the words were heard which David
spake, they rehearsed them before Saul; and he
sent for him. And David said to Saul, Let no
man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will
go and fight with this Philistine. And Saul said
to David, Thou art not able to go against this
Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a
youth, and he a man of war from his youth. And
David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his
father’s sheep, and there came a lion and a bear
and took a lamb out of the flock ; and I went out
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after him, and smote him, and delivered it out
of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I
caught him by his beard, and smote him, and
slew him. Thy servant slew both the lion and
the bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall
be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the
armies of the living God. David said moreover,
The Lord that delivered me out of the paw of
the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will
deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And
Saul said unto David, Go, and the Lord be with
thee.

And Saul armed David with his’armour, and he
put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he
armed him with a coat of mail. And David girded
his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go;
for he had not proved it. And David said unto
Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not
proved them. And David put them off him. And
he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five
smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in
a shepherd’'s bag which he had, even in a scrip;
and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near
to the Philistine. And the Philistine came on
and drew near unto David; and the man that
bare the shield went before him. And when the
Philistine looked about, and saw David, he dis-
dained him; for he was but a youth, and ruddy,
and of a fair countenance. And the Philistine
said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest
to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed
David by his gods. And the Philistine said to
David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh
unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of
the field. Then said David to the Philistine,
Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a
spear, and with a shield; but I come to thee in
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the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the
armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. This
day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand;
and I will smite thee, and take thine head from
thee; and I will give the carcases of the host
of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the
air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all
the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.
And all this assembly shall know that the Lord
saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle
is the Lord’s, and he will give you into our
hands.

And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose,
and came and drew nigh to meet David, that
David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet
the Philistine. And David put his hand in his
bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and
smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the
stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon
his face to the earth. So David prevailed over
the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and
smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there
was no sword in the hand of David. Therefore
David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and
took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath
thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head there-
with. And when the Philistines saw their cham-
pion was dead, they fled. And the men of Israel
and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued
the Philistines, until thou come to the valley,
and to the gates of Ekron: and the wounded of
the Philistines fell down by the way to Shaaraim,
even unto Gath, and unto Ekron. And the
children of Israel returmed from chasing after
the Philistines, and they spoiled their tents. d
David took the head of the Philistine, and bro¥ght
it to Jerusalem ; but he put his armour in his teat.
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XXXII1

DAVID AND JONATHAN
1 Samuel! xviii. 1-4, xx.

ND it came to pass, when he had
made an end of speaking unto Saul,
that the soul of Jonathan was knit
with the soul of David, and Jonathan
loved him as his own soul. And

— Saul took him that day, and would
-let him go no more home to his father’s house.
Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, be-
cause he loved him as his own soul. And Jona-
than stripped himself of the robe that was upon
him, and gave it to David, and his garments,
even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his

girdle.

And David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came
and said before Jonathan, What have I done ? what
is mine iniquity? and what is my sin before thy
father, that he seeketh my life? And he said unto
him, God forbid ; thou shalt not die: behold, my
father will do nothing, either great or small, but
that he will shew it me : and why should my father
hide this thing from me? it is not so. And David
sware moreover, and said, Thy father certainly
knoweth that I have found grace in thine eyes;
and he saith, Let not Jonathan know this, lest he
be grieved: but truly, as the Lord liveth, and as
thy soul liveth, there is but a step between me and
death. Then said Jonathan unto David, Whatso-
ever thy soul desireth, I will even do it for thee.
And David said unto Jonathan, Behold, to-morrow
is the new moon, and I should not fail to sit with
the king at meat: but let me go, that I may hide
myself in the field unto the third day at even. If
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thy father at all miss me, then say, David earnestly
asked leave of me that he might run to Beth-lehem
his city ; for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all
the family. If he say thus, It is well ; thy servant
shall have peace: but if he be very wroth, then be
sure that evil is determined by him. Therefore
thou shalt deal kindly with thy servant; for thou
hast brought thy servant into a covenant of the
Lord with thee : notwithstanding, if there be in me
iniquity, slay me thyself; for why shouldest thou
bring me to thy father? And Jonathan said, Far
be it from thee: for if I knew certainly that evil
were determined by my father to come upon thee,
then would not I tell it thee? Then said David to
Jonathan, Who shall tell me ? or what if thy father
answer thee roughly ?

And Jonathan said unto David, Come, and let us
go out into the field. And they went out both of
them into the field. And Jonathan said unto David,
O Lord God of Israel, when I have sounded my
father about to morrow any time, or the third day,
and, behold, if there be good toward David, and I
then send not unto thee, and shew it thee; the
Lord do so and much more to Jonathan: but if it
please my father to do thee evil, then I will shew
it thee, and send thee away, that thou mayest go
in peace: and the Lord be with thee, as he hath
been with my father. And thou shalt not only
while yet I live shew me the kindness of the Lord,
that I die not: but also thou shalt not cut off thy
kindness from my house for ever: no, not when
the Lord hath cut off the enemies of David every
one from the face of the earth. So Jonathan made
a covenant with the house of David, saying, Let
the Lord even require it at the hand of David's
enemies. And Jonathan caused David to swear
again, because he loved him : for he loved him as
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he loved his own soul. Then Jonathan said to
David, To morrow is the new moon : and thou shalt
be missed, because thy seat will be empty. And
when thou hast stayed three days, then thou shalt
go down quickly, and come to the place where thou
didst hide thyself when the business was in hand,
and shalt remain by the stone Ezel. And I will
shoot three arrows on the side thereof, as though
I shot at a mark. And, behold, I will send a lad,
saying, Go, find out the arrows. If I expressly say
unto the lad, Behold, the arrows are on this side
of thee, take them ; then come thou: for there is
peace to thee, and no hurt, as the Lord liveth. But
if I say thus unto the young man, Behold, the
arrows are beyond thee ; go thy way : for the Lord
hath sent thee away. And as touching the matter
which thou and I have spoken of, behold, the Lord
be between thee and me for ever.

So David hid himself in the field : and when the
new moon was come, the king sat him down to eat
meat. And the king sat upon his seat, as at other
times, even upon a seat by the wall : and Jonathan
arose, and Abner sat by Saul's side, and David’s
place was empty. Nevertheless Saul spake not
any thing that day: for he thought, Something
hath befallen him, he is not clean; surely he is not
clean. And it came to pass on the morrow, which
was the second day of the month, that David’s
place was empty : and Saul said unto Jonathan his
son, Wherefore cometh not the son of Jesse to
meat, neither yesterday nor to day? And Jonathan
answered Saul, David earnestly asked leave of me
to go to Beth-lehem: and he said, Let me go, I
pray thee; for our family hath a sacrifice in the
city ; and my brother, he hath commanded me to
e there : and now, if I have found favour in thine
eyes, let me get away, I pray thee, and see my
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brethren : therefore he cometh not unto the king’s
table. Then Saul's anger was kindled against
Jonathan, and he said unto him, Thou son of the
perverse rebellious woman, do not I know that thou
hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own confusion,
and unto the confusion of thy mother’s nakedness ?
For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the
ground, thou shalt not be established, nor thy
kingdom. Wherefore now send and fetch him unto
me, for he shall surely die. And Jonathan answered
Saul his father, and said unto him, Wherefore shall
he be slain? what hath he done? And Saul cast
a javelin at him to smite him: whereby Jonathan
knew that it was determined of his father to slay
David. So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce
anger, and did eat no meat the second day of the
month : for he was grieved for David, because his
father had done him shame.

And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan
went out into the field at the time appointed with
David, and a little lad with him. And he said unto
his lad, Run, find out now the arrows which I
shoot. And as the lad ran, he shot an arrow beyond
him. And when the lad was come to the place of
the arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried
after the lad, and said, Is not the arrow beyond
thee? And Jonathan cried after the lad, Make
speed, haste, stay not. And Jonathan's lad gathered
up the arrows, and came to his master. But the
lad knew not any thing : only Jonathan and David
knew the matter. And Jonathan gave his artillery
unto his lad, and said unto him, Go, carry them to
the city. And as soon as the lad was gone, David
arose out of a place toward the south, and fell on
his face to the ground, and bowed himself three
times: and they kissed one another, and wept one
with another, until David exceeded. And Jonathan
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said to David, Go in peace, forasmuch as we have
sworn both of us in the name of the Lord, saying,
The Lord be between me and thee, and between
my seed and thy seed for ever. And he arose and
departed : and Jonathan went into the city.

XXXIV

DAVID'S LAMENT FOR SAUL AND
JONATHAN
2 Samuel 1. 17, 19-27.

D David lamented with this lamenta-
tion over Saul and over Jonathan his
son:
The beauty of Israel is slain upon
thy high places:
— How are the mighty fallen!
Tell it not in Gath,
Publish it not in the streets of Askelon ;
Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice,
Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph.
Ye mountains of Gilboa,
Let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon
you, nor fields of offerings :
For there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast
away,
The shield of Saul, as though he had not been
anointed with oil.
From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the
mighty, .
The bow of Jonathan turned not back,
And the sword of Saul returned not empty.
Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in
their lives,
And in their death they were not divided :
They were swifter than eagles,
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They were stronger than lions.

Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,

Who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights ;

Who put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel.

How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the
battle !

O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places.

I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan :

Very pleasant hast thou been unto me:

Thy love to me was wonderful,

Passing the love of women.

How are the mighty fallen,

And the weapons of war perished !

XXXV

GOD REBUKES AND PUNISHES
DAVID
2 Samuel xii. 1-10, 13-23.

D the Lord sent Nathan unto David.
And he came unto him, and said
unto him, There were two men in
one city ; the one rich, and the other
poor. The rich man had exceeding
many flocks and herds ; but the poor
man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which
he had bought and nourished up; and it grew up
together with him, and with his children; it did
eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup,
and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a
daughter. And there came a traveller unto the
rich man; and he spared to take of his own flock,
and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring
man that was come unto him ; but took the poor
man'’s lamb, and dressed it for the man that was
come to him.
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And David’s anger was greatly kindled against
the man; and he said to Nathan, As the Lord
liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall
surely die: and he shall restore the lamb four-
fold, because he did this thing, and because he had
no pity.

And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man.
Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I anointed thee
king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the
hand of Saul ; and I gave thee thy master’s house,
and thy master’s wives into thy bosom, and gave
thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that
had been too little, I would moreover have given
unto thee such and such things. Wherefore hast
thou despised the commandment of the Lord, to
do evil in his sight? Thou hast killed Uriah the
Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to
be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of
the children of Ammon. Now therefore the sword
shall never depart from thine house ; because thou
hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah
the Hittite to be thy wife. And David said unto
Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. And
Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath put
away thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, be-
cause by this deed thou hast given great occasion
to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child
also that is born unto thee shall surely die.

And Nathan departed unto his house. And the
Lord struck the child that Uriah’s wife bare unto
David, and it was very sick. David therefore be-
sought God for the child; and David fasted, and
went in, and lay all night upon the earth. And the
elders of his house arose, and went to him, to raise
him up from the earth: but he would not, neither
did he eat bread with them. And it came to pass
on the seventh day, that the child died. And the
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servants of David feared to tell him that the child
was dead: for they said, Behold, while the child
was yet alive, we spake unto him, and he would
not hearken unto our voice: how will he then vex
himself, if we tell him that the child is dead ?

But when David saw that his servants whispered,
David perceived that the child was dead : therefore
David said unto his servants, Is the child dead?
And they said, He is dead. Then David arose
from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself,
and changed his apparel, and came into the house
of the Lord, and worshipped : then he came to his
own house; and when he required, they set bread
before him, and he did eat. Then said his servants
unto him, What thing is this that thou hast done?
Thou didst fast and weep for the child, while it
was alive; but when the child was dead, thou
didst rise and eat bread. And he said, While the
child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said,
Who can tell whether God will be gracious to me,
that the child may live? But now he is dead,
wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back
again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return
to me.

XXXVI

THE DEATH OF ABSALOM
2 Samuel xviii.

ND David numbered the people that
Bl were with him, and set captains of
thousands and captains of hundreds
over them. And David sent forth a
third part of the people under the
hand of Joab, and a third part under
the hand of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab's
brother, and a third part under the hand of Ittai
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the Gittite. And the king said unto the people, I
will surely go forth with you myself also. But the
people answered, Thou shalt not go forth: for if
we flee away, they will not care for us; neither if
half of us die, will they care for us: but now thou
art worth ten thousand of us: therefore now it is
better that thou succour us out of the city. And
the king said unto them, What seemeth you best I
will do. And the king stood by the gate side, and
all the people came out by hundreds and by
thousands. And the king commanded Joab and
Abishai and Ittai, saying, Deal gently for my sake
with the young man, even with Absalom. And all
the people heard when the king gave all the
captains charge concerning Absalom. .

So the people went out into the field against
Israel: and the battle was in the wood of Ephraim ;
where the people of Israel were slain before the
servants of David: and there was there a great
slaughter that day of twenty thousand men. For
the battle was there scattered over the face of all
the country : and the wood devoured more people
that day than the sword devoured.

And Absalom met the servants of David. And
Absalom rode upon a mule, and the mule went
under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his
head caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up
between the heaven and the earth; and the mule
that was under him went away. And a certain
man saw it, and told Joab, and said, Behold, I saw
Absalom hanged in an oak. And Joab said unto
the man that told him, And, behold, thou sawest
him, and why didst thou not smite him there to
the ground? and I would have given thee ten
shekels of silver, and a girdle. And the man said
unto Joab, Though I should receive a thousand
shekels of silver in mine hand, yet would I not put
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forth mine hand against the king's son: for in our
hearing the king charged thee and Abishai and
Ittai, saying, Beware that none touch the young
man Absalom. Otherwise I should have wrought
falsehood against mine own life: for there is no
matter hid from the king, and thou thyself
wouldest have set thyself against me. Then said
Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee. And he took
three darts in his hand, and thrust them through
the heart of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the
midst of the oak. And ten young men that bare
Joab’s armour compassed about and smote
Absalom, and slew him. And Joab blew the
trumpet, and the people returned from pursuing
after Israel: for Joab held back the people. And
they took Absalom, and cast him into a great pit
in the wood, and laid a very great heap of stones
upon him: and all Israel fled every one to his tent.
Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared
up for himself a pillar, which is in the king’s dale:
for he said, I have no son to keep my name in
remembrance: and he called the pillar after his
own name: and it is called unto this day, Absalom’s
place.

Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, Let me
now run and bear the king tidings, how that the
Lord hath avenged him of his enemies. And Joab
said unto him, Thou shalt not bear tidings this
day, but thou shalt bear tidings another day; but
this day thou shalt bear no tidings, because the
king’s son is dead. Then said Joab to Cushi, Go
tell the king what thou hast seen. And Cushi
bowed himself unto Joab, and ran. Then said
Ahimaaz the son of Zadok yet again to Joab, But
howsoever, let me, I pray thee, also run after
Cushi. And Joab said, Wherefore wilt thou run,
my son, seeing that thou hast no tidings ready?

I
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But howsoever, said he, let me run. And he said
unto him, Run. Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of
the plain, and overran Cushi.

And David sat between the two gates: and the
watchman went up to the roof over the gate unto
the wall, and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and
behold a man running alone. And the watchman
cried, and told the king. And the king said, If he
be alone, there is tidings in his mouth. And he
" came apace, and drew near. And the watchman
saw another man running: and the watchman
called unto the porter, and said, Behold another
man running alone. And the king said, He also
bringeth tidings. And the watchman said, Me
thinketh the running of the foremost is like the
running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok. And the
king said, He is a good man, and cometh with
good tidings. And Ahimaaz called, and said unto
the king, All is well. And he fell down to the
earth upon his face before the king, and said,
Blessed be the Lord thy God, which hath delivered
up the men that lifted up their hand against my
lord the king. And the king said, Is the young
man Absalom safe? And Ahimaaz answered,
When Joab sent the king’s servant, and me thy
servant, I saw a great tumult, but I knew not
what it was. And the king said unto him, Turn
aside, and stand here. And he turned aside, and
stood still. And, behold, Cushi came; and Cushi
said, Tidings, my lord the king: for the Lord hath
avenged thee this day of all them that rose up
against thee. And the king said unto Cushi, Is
the young man Absalom safe? And Cushi
answered, The enemies of my lord the king, and
all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that
young man is.

And the king was much moved, and went up to



THE DEATH OF ABSALOM 131

the chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he
went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my
son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O
Absalom, my son, my son!

XXXVII

DAVID BLESSES THE LORD
1 Chronicles xxix. 10-19.

HEREFORE David blessed the Lord
before all the congregation: and
David said, Blessed be thou, Lord
God of Israel our father, for ever
and ever. Thine, O Lord, is the
greatness, and the power, and the

glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all

that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine;
thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted
as head above all. Both riches and honour come
of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine
hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is
to make great, and to give strength unto all.
Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise
thy glorious name. But who am I, and what is
my people, that we should be able to offer so will-
ingly after this sort? for all things come of thee,
and of thine own have we given thee. For we are
strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all
our fathers: our days on the earth are as a shadow,
and there is none abiding. O Lord our God, all
this store that we have prepared to build thee an
house for thine holy name cometh of thine hand,
and is all thine own. I know also, my God, that
thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in upright-
ness. As for me, in the uprightness of mine heart
I have willingly offered all these things: and now




132 DAVID BLESSES THE LORD

have I seen with joy thy people, which are present
here, to offer willingly unto thee. O Lord God of
Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep
this for ever in the imagination of the thoughts of
the heart of thy people, and prepare their heart
unto thee: and give unto Solomon my son a per-
fect hea.rt, to keep thy commandments, thy testi-

monies, and thy statutes, and to do all these
things, and to build the palace, for the which I
have made provision.

XXXVIII

SOLOMON'’S DREAM
1 Kings iil. 5-15.

N Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solo-
mon in a dream by night: and God
said, Ask what I shall give thee.
And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed
unto thy servant David my father
great mercy, according as he walked

before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in up-
rightness of heart with thee ; and thou hast kept for
him this great kindness, that thou hast given him
a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. And
now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant
king instead of David my father: and I am buta
little child: I know not how to go out or come in.
And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which
thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be
numbered nor counted for multitude. Give therefore
thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy
people, that I may discern between good and bad:
for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?
. And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon
had asked this thing. And God said unto him,

“ oo
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Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not
asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked
riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine
enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding
to discern judgment; behold, I have done accord-
ing to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and
an understanding heart; so that there was none
like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any
arise like unto thee. And I have also given thee
that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and
honour: so that there shall not be any among the
kings like unto thee all thy days. And if thou wilt
walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my
commandments, as thy father David did walk, then
I will lengthen thy days.

And Solomon awoke; and, behold, it was a
dream. And he came to Jerusalem, and stood
before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and
offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace offer-
ings, and made a feast to all his servants.

XXXIX

THE JUDGMENT OF SOLOMON
1 Kings iil. 16-a8.

HEN came there two women, that
were harlots, unto the king, and
stood before him. And the one
woman said, O my lord, I and this
woman dwell in one house; and I
was delivered of a child with her in
the house. And it came to pass the third day
after that 1 was delivered, that this woman was
delivered also: and we were together; there was
no stranger with us in the house, save we two in the
house. And this woman'’s child died in the night;
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because she overlaid it. And she arose at mid-
night, and took my son from beside me, while
thine handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom,
and laid her dead child in my bosom. And when I
rose in the morning to give my child suck, behold,
it was dead: but when I had considered it in the
morning, behold, it was not my son, which I did
bear. And the other woman said, Nay; but the
living is my son, and the dead is thy son. And
this said, No; but the dead is thy son, and the
living is my son. Thus they spake before the

Then said the king, The one saith, This is my
son that liveth, and thy son is the dead: and the
other saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, and my
son is the living. And the king said, Bring me a
sword. And they brought a sword before the
king. And the king said, Divide the living child
in two, and give half to the one, and half to the
other. Then spake the woman whose the living
child was unto the king, for her bowels yearned
upon her son, and she said, O my lord, give her
the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the
other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine, but
divide it. Then the king answered and said, Give
her the living child, and in no wise slay it: she is
the mother thereof.

And all Israel heard of the judgment which the
king had judged; and they feared the king: for
they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do
judgment.
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THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON
1 Kings iv. 20-34.

ND God gave Solomon wisdom and
understanding exceeding much, and
largeness of heart, even as the sand
that is on the sea shore. And Solo-
mon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom
of all the children of the east country,
and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser
than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman,
and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and
his fame was in all nations round about. And he
spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs
were a thousand and five. And he spake of trees,
from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto
the hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake
also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things,
and of fishes. And there came of all people to
hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of the
earth, which had heard of his wisdom.

XLI

THE QUEEN OF SHEBA VISITS
KING SOLOMON
1 Kings x. 1-13.

ND when the queen of Sheba heard of
the fame of Solomon concerning the
name of the Lord, she came to prove
him with hard questions. And she
came to Jerusalem with a very great
train, with camels that bare spices,

and very much gold, and precious stones: and

when she was come to Solomon, she communed
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with him of all that was in her heart. And Solomon
told her all her questions: there was not any thing
hid from the king, which he told her not. And
when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon’s
wisdom, and the house that he had built, and the
meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants,
and the attendance of his ministers, and their
apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by
which he went up unto the house of the Lord;
there was no more spirit in her. And she said to
the king, It was a true report that I heard in mine
own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit
I believed not the words, until I came, and mine
eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told
me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the
fame which I heard. Happy are thy men, happy
are these thy servants, which stand continually
before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. Blessed
be the Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to
set thee on the throne of Israel: because the Lord
loved Israel for ever, therefore made he thee king,
to do judgment and justicee. And she gave the
king an hundred and twenty talents of gold, and
of spices very great store, and precious stones:
there came no more such abundance of spices as
these which the queen of Sheba gave to king
Solomon. And the navy also of Hiram, that
brought gold from Ophir, brought in from Ophir
great plenty of almug trees, and precious stones.
And the king made of the almug trees pillars for the
house of the Lord, and for the king’s house, harps
also and psalteries for singers : there came no such
almug trees, nor were seen unto this day. And king
Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba all her desire,
whatsoever she asked, beside that which Solomon
gave her of his royal bounty. So she turned and
went to her own country, she and her servants,
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XL

SOLOMON'S PRAYER
1 Kings viii, 22-53.

IND Solomon stood before the altar of
the Lord, in the presence of all the
congregation of Israel, and spread
forth his hands toward heaven: and
he said,

Lord God of Israel, thereis no God
like thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who
keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants that
walk before thee with all their heart: who hast
kept with thy servant David my father that thou
promisedst him : thou spakest also with thy mouth,
and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is this
day. Therefore now, Lord God of Israel, keep
with thy servant David my father that thou promis-
edst him, saying, There shall not fail thee a man
in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel; so that
thy children take heed to their way, that they walk
before me as thou hast walked before me. And
now, O God of Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, be
verified, which thou spakest unto thy servant
David my father. But will God indeed dwell on
the earth? Behold, the heaven and heaven of
heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this
house that I have builded? Yet have thou respect
unto the prayer of thy servant, and to his supplica-
tion, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and
to the prayer, which thy servant prayeth before thee
to day: that thine eyes may be open toward this
house night and day, even toward the place of
which thou hast said, My name shall be there:
that thou mayest hearken unto the prayer which
thy servant shall make toward this place. And
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hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant,
and of thy people Israel, when they shall pray
toward this place: and hear thou in heaven thy
dwelling place : and when thou hearest, forgive.

If any man trespass against his neighbour, and
an oath be laid upon him to cause him to swear,
and the oath come before thine altar in this house:
then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy
servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way
upon his head; and justifying the righteous, to
give him according to his righteousness.

When thy people Israel be smitten down before
the enemy, because they have sinned against thee,
and shall turn again to thee, and confess thy name,
and pray, and make supplication unto thee in this
house: then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the
sins of thy people Israel, and bring them again
unto the land which thou gavest unto their
fathers.

When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain,
because they have sinned against thee; if they
pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and
turn from their sin, when thou afflictest them: then
hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy
servants, and of thy people Israel, that thou teach
them the good way wherein they should walk, and
give rain upon thy land, which thou hast given to
thy people for an inheritance.

If there be in the land famine, if there be pesti-
lence, blasting, mildew, locust, or if there be cater-
piller; if their enemy besiege them in the land of
their cities; whatsoever plague, whatsoever sick-
ness there be; what prayer and supplication
soever be made by any man, or by all thy people
Israel, which shall know every man the plague of
his own heart, and spread forth his hands toward
this house : then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling
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place, and forgive, and do, and give to every man
according to his ways, whose heart thou knowest ;

(for thou, even thou only, knowest the hearts of
all the children of men;) that they may fear thee
all the days that they live in the land which thou
gavest unto our fathers.

Moreover concerning a stranger, that is not of
thy people Israel, but cometh out of a far country
for thy name’s sake; (for they shall hear of thy
great name, and of thy strong hand, and of thy
stretched out arm;) when he shall come and pray
toward this house ; hear thou in heaven thy dwell-
ing place, and do according to all that the stranger
calleth to thee for: that all people of the earth may
know thy name, to fear thee, as do thy people
Israel; and that they may know that this house,
which I have builded, is called by thy name.

If thy people go out to battle against their enemy,
whithersoever thou shalt send them, and shall pray
unto the Lord toward the city which thou hast
chosen, and toward the house that I have built for
thy name: then hear thou in heaven their prayer
and their supplication, and maintain their cause.
If they sin against thee, (for there is no man that
sinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, and
deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry
them away captives unto the land of the enemy, far
or near; yet if they shall bethink themselves in the
land whither they were carried captives, and repent,
and make supplication unto thee in the land of
them that carried them captives, saying, We have
sinned, and have done perversely, we have com-
mitted wickedness; and so return unto thee
with all their heart, and with all their soul, in
the land of their enemies, which led them away
captive, and pray unto thee toward their land,
which thou gavest unto their fathers, the city
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which thou hast chosen, and the house which I
have built for thy name: then hear thou their
prayer and their supplication in heaven thy dwell-
ing place, and maintain their cause, and forgive
thy people that have sinned against thee, and
all their trangressions wherein they have trans-
gressed against thee, and give them compassion
before them who carried them captive, that they
may have compassion on them: for they be thy
people,and thine inheritance, which thoubroughtest
forth out of Egypt, from the midst of the furnace
of iron: that thine eyes may be open unto the
supplication of thy servant, and with the supplica-
tion of thy people Israel, to hearken unto them
in all that they call for unto thee. For thou didst
separate them from among all the people of the
earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou spakest by the
hand of Moses thy servant, when thou broughtest
our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord God.

XLIII

THE TRANSLATION OF ELIJAH
2 Kings ii. 1—12.

ND it came to pass, when the Lord

would take up Elijah into heaven by

a whirlwind, that Elijah went with

Elisha from Gilgal. And Elijah said

unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee;

for the Lord hath sent me to Beth-el.

And Elisha said unto him, As the Lord liveth, and
as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they
went down to Beth-el. And the sons of the pro-
phets that were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and
said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will
take away thy master from thy head to day? And
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he said, Vea, I know it; hold ye your peace. And
Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray
thee; for the Lord hath sent me to Jericho. And
he said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth,
I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho.
And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho
came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou
that the Lord will take away thy master from thy
head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know
it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto
him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the Lord hath
sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the Lord
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.
And they two went on. And fifty men of the sons
of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off:
and they two stood by Jordan. And Elijah took
his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote
the waters, and they were divided hither and
thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.

And it came to pass, when they were gone over,
that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do
for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And
Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy
spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked
a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I
am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but
if not, it shall not be so. And it came to pass, as
they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there
appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and
parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by
a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and
he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of
Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw
him no more.
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ELISHA RESTORES TO LIFE THE CHILD
OF THE SHUNAMMITE

2 Kings iv. 8-37.

ND it fell on a day, that Elisha passed
to Shunem, where was a great
woman; and she constrained him
to eat bread. And so it was, that
as oft as he passed by, he turned in
thither to eat bread. And she said

unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this
is an holy man of God, which passeth by us con-
tinually. Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee,
on the wall; and let us set for him therea bed,and a
table, and a stool, and a candlestick : and it shall be,
when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither.
And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and
he turned into the chamber, and lay there. And
he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunam-
mite. And whenhe had called her, she stood before
him. And he said unto him, Say now unto her,
Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this
care ; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou
be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the
host? And she answered, I dwell among my own
people And he said, What then is to be done for
her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no
child, and her husband is old. And he said, Call
her. And when he had called her, she stood in
the door. And he said, About this season, accord-
ing to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son.
And she said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do
not lie unto thine handmaid. And the woman con-
ceived, and bare a son at that season that Elisha
had said unto her, according to the time of life.
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And when the child was grown, it fell on a day,
that he went out to his father to the reapers. And
he said unto his father, My head, my head. And
he said to a lad, Carry him to his mother. And
when he had taken him, and brought him to his
mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and then
died. And she went up, and laid him on the bed
of the man of God, and shut the door upon him,
and went out. And she called unto her husband,
and said, Send me, I pray thee, one of the young
men, and one of the asses, that I may run to the
man of God, and come again. And he said,
Wherefore wilt thou go to him to day? it is
neither new moon nor sabbath. And she said,
It shall be well. Then she saddled an ass, and
said to her servant, Drive, and go forward ; slack
not thy riding for me, except I bid thee.

So she went and came unto the man of God to
mount Carmel. And it came to pass, when the
man of God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi
his servant, Behold, yonder is that Shunammite:
run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say unto
her, Is it well with thee? is it well with thy
husband? is it well with the child? And she
answered, It is well. And when she came to the
man of God to the hill, she caught him by the
feet: but Gehazi came near to thrust her away.
And the man of God said, Let her alone; for her
soul is vexed within her: and the Lord hath hid
it from me, and hath not told me. Then she said,
Did I desire a son of my lord ? did I not say, Do
not deceive me? Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up
thy loins, and take my staff in thine hand, and go
thy way: if thou meet any man, salute him not;
and if any salute thee, answer him not again : and
lay my staff upon the face of the child. And the
mother of the child said, As the Lord liveth, and as
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thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And he
arose, and followed her.

And Gehazi passed on before them, and laid the
staff upon the face of the child; but there was
neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he went
again to meet him, and told him, saying, The
child is not awaked. And when Elisha was come
into the house, behold, the child was dead, and
laid upon his bed. He went in therefore, and shut
the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the
Lord. And he went up, and lay upon the child,
and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes
upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and
he stretched himself upon the child ; and the flesh
of the child waxed warm. Then he returned, and
walked in the house to and fro; and went up, and
stretched himself upon him : and the child sneezed
seven times, and the child opened his eyes. And
he called Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite.
So he called her. And when she was come in
unto him, he said, Take up thy son. Then she
went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to
the ground, and took up her son, and went out.

XLV
THE VISION OF THE ANGEL GUARDS

Israel, and took counsel with his
servants, saying, In such and such
a place shall be my camp. And the
man of God sent unto the king of
Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass
not such a place; for thither the Syrians are come
down. And the king of Israel sent to the place
which the man of God told him and warned him
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of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice.
Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore
troubled for this thing ; and he called his servants,
and said unto them, Will ye not shew me which
of us is for the king of Israel? And one of his
servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha,
the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king of
Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bed-
chamber. And he said, Go and spy where he is, that
I may send and fetch him. And it was told him, say-
ing, Behold, he is in Dothan. Therefore sent he
thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and
they came by night, and compassed the city about.
And when the servant of the man of God was
risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host com-
passed the city both with horses and chariots.
And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master|
how shall we do? And he answered, Fear not:
for they that be with us are more than they that be
with them. And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord,
I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And
the Lord opened the eyes of the young man;
and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full
of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.

XLV1

THE TRIALS OF JOB
Job L

NIHERE was a man in the land of Uz,
» whose name was Job; and that man
was perfect and upright, and one
that feared God, and eschewed evil.
And there were born unto him seven
sons and three daughters. His sub-
stance also was seven thousand sheep, and three
thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen,

K
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and five hundred she asses, and a very great
household ; so that this man was the greatest of
all the men of the east. And his sons went and
feasted in their houses, every one his day; and
sent and called for their three sisters to eat and
to drink with them. And it was so, when the days
of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent
and sanctified them, and rose up early in the
morning, and offered burnt offerings according
to the number of them all : for Job said, It may be
that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their
hearts. Thus did Job continually.

Now there was a day when the sons of God
came to present themselves before the Lord, and
Satan came also among them. And the Lord
said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then
Satan answered the Lord, and said, From going
to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and
down in it. And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast
thou considered my servant Job, that there is none
like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright
man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?
Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job
fear God for nought? Hast not thou made an
hedge about him, and about his house, and about
all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed
the work of his hands, and his substance is in-
creased in the land. But put forth thine hand now,
and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee
to thy face. And the Lord said unto Satan, Be-
hold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon
himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went
forth from the presence of the Lord.

And there was a day when his sons and his
daughters were eating and drinking wine in their
eldest brother’s house : and there came a messen-
ger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing,
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and the asses feeding beside them: and the
Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea,
they have slain the servants with the edge of the
sword ; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.
While he was yet speaking, there came also
another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from
heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the
servants, and consumed them; and I only am
escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet
speaking, there came also another, and said, The
Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon
the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and
slain the servants with the edge of the sword ; and
I only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he
was yet speaking, there came also another, and
said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating
and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house :
and, behold, there came a great wind from the
wilderness, and smote the four corners of the
house, and it fell upon the young men, and they
are dead ; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.
Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved
his head, and fell down upon the ground, and wor-
shipped, and said, Naked came I out of my
mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither:
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away;
blessed be the name of the Lord. In all this Job
sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.
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XLVII

THE NARROW HOUSE
Job iil,

R this Job opened his mouth, and
sed his day. And Job spake, and

b
the day perish wherein I was

born,

And the night in which it was said,
There is a man child conceived.
Let that day be darkness;
Let not God regard it from above,
Neither let the light shine upon it.
Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it;
Let a cloud dwell upon it;
Let the blackness of the day terrify it.
As for that night, let darkness seize upon it;
Let it not be joined unto the days of the year,
Let it not come into the number of the months.
Lo, let that night be solitary,
Let no joyful voice come therein.
Let them curse it that curse the day,
Who are ready to raise up their mourning.
Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark ;
Let it look for light, but have none;
Neither let it see the dawning of the day:
Because it shut not up the doors of my mother’s

womb,
Nor hid sorrow from mine eyes.
Why died I not from the womb ?
Why did I not give up the ghost when I came out
of the belly?

Why did the knees prevent me?
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Or why the breasts that I should suck?

For now should I have lain still and been quiet,
I should have slept: then had I been at rest,
With kings and counsellors of the earth,

‘Which built desolate places for themselves;

Or with princes that had gold,

‘Who filled their houses with silver:

Or as an hidden untimely birth I had not been;
As infants which never saw light.

There the wicked cease from troubling ;

And there the weary be at rest.

There the prisoners rest together;

They hear not the voice of the oppressor.

The small and great are there;

And the servant is free from his master.
Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery,
And life unto the bitter in soul ;

Which long for death, but it cometh not;

And dig for it more than for hid treasures;
Which rejoice exceedingly,

And are glad, when they can find the grave?
Why is light given to a man whose way is hid,
And whom God hath hedged in?

For my sighing cometh before I eat,

And my roarings are poured out like the waters.
For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon

me,

And that which I was afraid of is come unto me.

I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was
I quiet;

Yet trouble came.
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XLvII
A VISION OF THE NIGHT

Job iv. 12-21,

¥V a thing was secretly brought to
me,
And mine ear received a little thereof.
n thoughts from the visions of the
night,
When deep sleep falleth on men,
Fear came upon me, and trembling,
Which made all my bones to shake.
Then a spirit passed before my face;
‘The hair of my flesh stood up:
It stood still, but I could not discern the form
thereof :
An image was before mine eyes,
There was silence, and I heard a voice, saying,
Shall mortal man be more just than God ?
Shall a man be more pure than his maker?
Behold, he put no trust in his servants;
And his angels he charged with folly:
How much less in them that dwell in houses of
clay,
Whose foundation is in the dust,
‘Which are crushed before the moth ?
They are destroyed from morning to evening:
They perish for ever without any regarding it.
Doth not their excellency which is in them go
away?
They die, even without wisdom.
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XLIX

THE BLESSED LIFE
Job v. 6-26.

- LTHOUGH affliction cometh not forth
. of the dust,
’/“ Neither doth trouble spring out of
AN the ground ;
Yet man is born unto trouble,
As the sparks fly upward.
I would seek unto God,
And unto God would I commit my cause:
Which doeth great things and unsearchable;
Marvellous things without number:
Who giveth rain upon the earth,
And sendeth waters upon the fields:
To set up on high those that be low;
That those which mourn may be exalted to safety.
He disappointeth the devices of the crafty,
So that their hands cannot perform their enter-

prise.

He taketh the wise in their own craftiness:

And the counsel of the froward is carried headlong.

They meet with darkness in the daytime,

And grope in the noonday as in the night.

But he saveth the poor from the sword, from their
mouth,

And from the hand of the mighty.

So the poor hath hope,

And iniquity stoppeth her mouth.

Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth :

Therefore despise not thou the chastening of the
Almighty:

For he maketh sore, and bindeth up:

He woundeth, and his hands make whole.

He shall deliver thee in six troubles:
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Yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee.

In famine he shall redeem thee from death:

And in war from the power of the sword.

Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue:

Neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it
cometh.

At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh:

Neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the
earth.

For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the
field:

And the beasts of the field shall be at peace with
thee. ’

And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall be
in peace;

And thou shalt visit thy habitation, and shalt not
sin.

Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall be great,

And thine offspring as the grass of the earth.

Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age,

Like as a shock of corn cometh in in his season.

L

WEARY DAYS
Job vil.

S there not an appointed time to man
upon earth?
Are not his days also like the days
of an hireling ?
As a servant earnestly desireth the
shadow,
And as an hireling looketh for the reward of his
work :
So am I made to possess months of vanity,
And wearisome nights are appointed to me.
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Whean 1 lie down, I say,

When shall I arise, and the night be gone?

And I am full of tossings to and fro unto the
dawning of the day.

My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust;

My skin is broken, and become loathsome.

My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle,

And are spent without hope.

O remember that my life is wind :

Mine eye shall no more see good.

The eye of him that hath seen me shall see me no
more:

Thine eyes are upon me, and I am not.

As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away:

So he that goeth down to the grave shall come up
no more.

He shall return no more to his house,

Neither shall his place know him any more.

Therefore I will not refrain my mouth;

I will speak in the anguish of my spirit;

I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.

Am I a sea, or a whale,

That thou settest a watch over me?

When I say, My bed shall comfort me,

My couch shall ease my complaint;

Then thou scarest me with dreams,

And terrifiest me through visions:

So that my soul chooseth strangling,

And death rather than my life.

I loathe it ; I would not live alway:

Let me alone; for my days are vanity.

What is man, that thou shouldest magnify him?

And that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him?

And that thou shouldest visit him every morning,

And try him every moment?

How long wilt thou not depart from me,

Nor let me alone till I swallow down my spittle?
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I have sinned ; what shall I do unto thee, O thou
preserver of men?

Why hast thou set me as a mark against thee,

So that I am a burden to myself?

And why dost thou not pardon my transgression,
and take away mine iniquity ?

For now shall I sleep in the dust;

And thou shalt seek me in the morning, but I
shall not be.

LI

VAIN WISDOM
Job xi. 7-12.

T thou by searching find out God ?
ast thou find out the Almighty
unto perfection?
is as high as heaven; what canst
thou do?
Deeper than hell; what canst thou
know?
The measure thereof is longer than the earth,
And broader than the sea.
If he cut off, and shut up,
Or gather together, then who can hinder him?
For he knoweth vain men:
He seeth wickedness also; will he not then con-
sider it?
For vain man would be wise,
Though man be born like a wild ass’s colt.
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LIl

THE FRAILTY OF MAN
Job xiv. 1-12

that is born of a woman
Is of few days, and full of trouble.
He cometh forth like a flower, and is
cut down:
He fleeth also as a shadow, and con-
tinueth not.
And dost thou open thine eyes upon such an one,
And bringest me into judgment with thee?
Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?
not one.
Seeing his days are determined, the number of his
months are with thee,
Thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot

pass;
‘Turn from him, that he may rest,
Till he shall accomplish, as an hireling, his day.
For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that
it will sprout again,
And that the tender branch thereof will not cease.
Though the root thereof wax old in the earth,
And the stock thereof die in the ground;
Yet through the scent of water it will bud,
And bring forth boughs like a plant.
But man dieth, and wasteth away:
Yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?
As the waters fail from the sea,
And the flood decayeth and drieth up:
So man lieth down, and riseth not:
Till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake,
Nor be raised out of their sleep.
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LI

OMNES EODEM COGIMUR
Job xxi. 23-33.

E dieth in his full strength,
Being wholly at ease and quiet:
His breasts are full of milk,
And his bones are moistened with
marrow.
And another dieth in the bitterness of
his soul,
And never eateth with pleasure.,
They shall lie down alike in the dust,
And the worms shall cover them,
Behold, I know your thoughts,
And the devices which ye wrongfully imagine
against me.
For ye say, Where is the house of the prince ?
And where are the dwelling places of the wicked ?
Have ye not asked them that go by the way?
And do ye not know their tokeans,
That the wicked is reserved to the day of destruc-
tion?
They shall be brought forth to the day of wrath.
Who shall declare his way to his face?
And who shall repay him what he hath done?
Yet shall he be brought to the grave,
And shall remain in the tomb,
The clods of the valley shall be sweet unto him,
And every man shall draw after him, as there are
innumerable before him.
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LIv

THE TRUE WISDOM
Job xxviii,

RELY there is a vein for the silver,

And a place for gold where they fine
it.

Iron is taken out of the earth,

And brass is molten out of the stone.

He setteth an end to darkness,

And searcheth out all perfection:

The stones of darkness, and the shadow of death.

The flood breaketh out from the inhabitant;

Even the waters forgotten of the foot :

They are dried up, they are gone away from men.

As for the earth, out of it cometh bread:

And under it is turned up as it were fire,

The stones of it are the place of sapphires:

And it hath dust of gold.

There is a path which no fowl knoweth,

And which the vulture’s eye hath not seen:

The lion’s whelps have not trodden it,

Nor the fierce lion passed by it.

He putteth forth his hand upon the rocks;

He overturneth the mountains by the roots.

He cutteth out rivers among the rocks;

And his eye seeth every precious thing.

He bindeth the floods from overflowing ;
And the thing that is hid bringeth he forth to
light.

But where shall wisdom be found ?

And where is the place of understanding ?
Man knoweth not the price thereof;
Neither is it found in the land of the living.
‘The depth saith, It is not in me:

And the sea saith, It is not with me.
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It cannot be gotten for gold,

Neither shall silver be weighed for the price
thereof.

It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir,

With the precious onyx, or the sapphire.

The gold and the crystal cannot equal it:

And the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of
fine gold.

No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls:

For the price of wisdom is above rubies.

‘The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it,

Neither shall it be valued with pure gold.

Whence then cometh wisdom ?

And where is the place of understanding ?

Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living,

And kept close from the fowls of the air.

Destruction and death say,

We have heard the fame thereof with our ears.

God understandeth the way thereof,

And he knoweth the place thereof.

For he looketh to the ends of the earth,

And seeth under the whole heaven ;

To make the weight for the winds;

And he weigheth the waters by measure.

When he made a decree for the rain,

And a way for the lightning of the thunder:

‘Then did he see it, and declare it ;

He prepared it, yea, and searched it out.

And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord,
that is wisdom ;

And to depart from evil is understanding.
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Lv

GOD’'S MIGHTY WORKS
Job xxxviil,-xxxix.

HEN the Lord answered Job out of the
whirlwind, and said,
Who is this that darkeneth counsel
By words without knowledge ?
Gird up now thy loins like a man;
For I will demand of thee, and
answer thou me.
Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of
the earth?
Declare, if thou hast understanding.
Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou know-
est?
Or who hath stretched the line upon it?
Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened ?
Or who laid the corner stone thereof;
When the morning stars sang together,
And all the sons of God shouted for joy ?
Or who shut up the sea with doors,
When it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the
womb ?
When I made the cloud the garment thereof,
And thick darkness a swaddlingband for it,
And brake up for it my decreed place,
And set bars and doors,
And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no fur-
ther:
And here shall thy proud waves be stayed ?
Hast thou commanded the morning since thy
days;
And caused the dayspring to know his place;
That it might take hold of the ends of the earth,
That the wicked might be shaken out of it?
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It is turned as clay to the seal;

And they stand as a garment.

And from the wicked their light is withholden,

And the high arm shall be broken.

Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea ?

Or hast thou walked in the search of the depth?

Have the gates of death been opened unto thee ?

Or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of death ?

Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth?

Declare if thou knowest it all.

Where is the way where light dwelleth ?

And as for darkness, where is the place thereof,

That thou shouldest take it to the bound thereof,

And that thou shouldest know the paths to the
house thereof ?

Knowest thou it, because thou wast then born ?

Or because the number of thy days is great?

Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow?

Or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail,

Which I have reserved against the time of trouble,

Against the day of battle and war?

By what way is the light parted,

Which scattereth the east wind upon the earth?

Who hath divided a watercourse for the overflow-
ing of waters,

Or a way for the lightning of thunder;

To cause it to rain on the earth, where no man is;

On the wilderness, wherein there is no man;

To satisfy the desolate and waste ground ;

And to cause the bud of the tender herb to spring
forth?

Hath the rain a father?

Or who hath begotten the drops of dew?

Out of whose womb came the ice ?

And the hoary frost of heaven, who hath gendered it?

The waters are hid as with a stone,

And the face of the deep is frozen.
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Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades,
Or loose the bands of Orion ?

Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season ?
Or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons ?
Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven ?

Canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth?
Canst thou lift up thy voice to the clouds,

That abundance of waters may cover thee ?
Canst thou send lightnings, that they may go,

- And say unto thee, Here we are ?

Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts ?

Or who hath given understanding to the heart?

Who can number the clouds in wisdom ?

Or who can stay the bottles of heaven,

When the dust groweth into hardness,

And the clods cleave fast together ?

Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion?

Or fill the appetite of the young lions,

When they couch in their dens,

And abide in the covert to lie in wait ?

Who provideth for the raven his food ?

When his young ones cry unto God,

They wander for lack of meat.

Knowest thou the time when the wild goats of the
rock bring forth ?

Or canst thou mark when the hinds do calve ?

Canst thou number the months that they fulfil?

Or knowest thou the time when they bring forth ?

They bow themselves, they bring forth their young
ones,

They cast out their sorrows.

Their young ones are in good liking, theygrowup
with corn ;

They go forth, and return not unto them.

Who hath sent out the wild ass free ?

Or who hath loosed the bands of the wild ass?

Whose house I have made the wilderness,

L
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And the barren land his dwellings.

He scorneth the multitude of the city,

Neither regardeth he the crying of the driver.

The range of the mountains is his pasture,

And he searcheth after every green thing.

. Will the unicorn be willing to serve thee,

Or abide by thy crib ?

Canst thou bind the unicorn with his band in the
furrow ?

* Or will he harrow the valleys after thee ?

Wilt thou trust him, because his strength is great ?

- Or wilt thou leave thy labour to him ?

Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring home thy

seed,
And gather it into thy barn ?
Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks?
Or wings and feathers unto the ostrich ?
Which leaveth her eggs in the earth,
- And warmeth them in dust,
And forgetteth that the foot may crush them,
Or that the wild beast may break them.
She is hardened against her young ones, as though
they were not hers:
Her labour is in vain without fear;
Because God hath deprived her of wisdom,
Neither hath he imparted to her understanding.
What time she lifteth up herself on high,
She scorneth the horse and his rider.
Hast thou given the horse strength ?
Hast thou clothed his neck with thunder ?
Canst thou make him afraid as a grasshopper ?
The glory of his nostrils is terrible.
He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his

He goeth on .to meet the armed men.
He mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted ;
Neither turneth he back from the sword.
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The quiver rattleth against him,

The glittering spear and the shield.

He swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage:

Neither believeth he that it is the sound of the
trumpet.

He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha!

And he smelleth the battle afar off,

The thunder of the captains, and the shouting.

Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdom,

And stretch her wings toward the south ?

Doth the eagle mount up at thy command,

And make her nest on high ?

She dwelleth and abideth on the rock,

Upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place.

From thence she seeketh the prey,

And her eyes behold afar off.

Her young ones also suck up blood :

And where the slain are, there is she.

LVI

BEHEMOTH AND LEVIATHAN
Job xi. 6-xil.

EN answered the Lord unto Job out
of the whirlwind, and said,
Gird up thy loins now like a man :
I will demand of thee, and declare
thou unto me.
Wilt thou also disannul my judgment?
Wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be
righteous ?
Hast thou an arm like God ?
Or canst thou thunder with a voice like him ?
Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency ;
And array thyself with glory and beauty.
Cast abroad the rage of thy wrath :
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And behold every one that is proud, and abase him.

Look on every one that is proud, and bring him low;

And tread down the wicked in their place.

Hide them in the dust together ;

And bind their faces in secret.

Then will I also confess unto thee

That thine own right hand can save thee.

Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee;

He eateth grass as an ox.

Lo now, his strength is in his loins,

And his force is in the navel of his belly.

He moveth his tail like a cedar:

The sinews of his stones are wrapped together.

His bones are as strong pieces of brass;

His bones are like bars of iron.

He is the chief of the ways of God :

He that made him can make his sword to approach
unto him.

Surely the mountains bring him forth food,

Where all the beasts of the field play.

He lieth under the shady trees,

In the covert of the reed, and fens. )

The shady trees cover him with their shadow;

The willows of the brook compass him about.

Behold, he drinketh up a river, and hasteth not :

He trusteth that he can draw up Jordan into his
mouth.

He taketh it with his eyes:

His nose pierceth through snares.

Caanst thou draw out leviathan with an hook ?

Or his tongue with a cord which thou lettest
down?

Canst thou put an hook into his nose ?

Or bore his jaw through with a thorn ?

Will he make many supplications unto thee?

Will he speak soft words unto thee?

Will he make a covenant with thee ?
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Wilt thou take him for a servant for ever ?

Wilt thou play with him as with a bird ?

Or wilt thou bind him for thy maidens ?

Shall the companions make a banquet of him?

Shall they part him among the merchants?

Canst thou fill his skin with barbed irons?

Or his head with fish spears?

Lay thine hand upon him,

Remember the battle, do no more.

Behold, the hope of him is in vain :

Shall not one be cast down even at the sight of
him?

None is so fierce that dare stir him up:

Who then is able to stand before me ?

Whmath prevented me, that I should repay

?

Whatsoever is under the whole heaven is mine.

I will not conceal his parts, .

Nor his power, nor his comely proportion.

Who can discover the face of his garment ?

Or who can come to him with his double bridle ?

Who can open the doors of his face?

His teeth are terrible round about.

His scales are his pride,

Shut up together as with a close seal.

One is so near to another,

That no air can come between them.

They are joined one to another,

They stick together, that they cannot be sundered.

By his neesings a light doth shine,

And his eyes are like the eyelids of the morning.

Out of his mouth go burning lamps,

And sparks of fire leap out.

Out of his nostrils goeth smoke,

As out of a seething pot or caldron.

His breath kindleth coals,

And a flame goeth out of his mouth.
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In his neck remaineth

And sorrow is turned into joy before him.,

The flakes of his flesh are joined together:

They are firm in themselves; they cannot be
moved.

His heart is as firm as a stone;

Yea, as hard as a piece of the nether millstone.

When he raiseth up himself, the mighty are afraid ;

By reason of breakings they purify themselves.

The sword of him that layeth at him cannot
hold:

The spear, the dart, nor the habergeon.

He esteemeth iron as straw,

And brass as rotten wood.

The arrow cannot make him flee :

Slingstones are turned with him into stubble.

Darts are counted as stubble :

He laugheth at the shaking of a spear.

Sharp stones are under him:

He us:iprre.eadeth sharp pointed things upon the

He maketh the deep to boil like a pot:

He maketh the sea like a pot of ointment.

He maketh a path to shine after him;

One would think the deep to be hoary.

Ubpon earth there is not his like,

Who is made without fear.

He beholdeth all high things:

He is a king over all the children of pride.
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LV

BLESSED IS THE MAN
Psaim i

ILESSED is the man that walketh not
in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor standeth in the way of sinners,
Nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
But his delight is in the law of the

Lord;
And in his law doth he meditate day and night.
And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of
water,
That bnngeth forth his fruit in his season;
His leaf also shall not wither;
And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
The ungodly are not so :
But are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.
Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the
judgmeant,
Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.
For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous:
But the way of the ungodly shall perish.

LVII1

LORD, HOW ARE THEY INCREASED
Psalm il

ORD, how are they increased that
trouble me!

/ -\\ I) Many are they that rise up against
me.

Many there be which say of my soul,

There is no help for him in God.

But thou, O Lord, art a shield for me ;
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My glory, and the lifter up of mine head.

I cried unto the Lord with my voice,

And he heard me out of his holy hill.

I laid me down and slept ;

I awaked ; for the Lord sustained me.

I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people,

That have set themselves against me round about.

Arise, O Lord ; save me, O my God:

For thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the
cheek bone;

Thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly.

Salvation belongeth unto the Lord :

Thy blessing is upon thy people.

LIX

O LORD OUR LORD, HOW EXCELLENT
Psalm viil,

LORD our Lord,
How excellent is thy name in all the
earth!
Who hast set thy glory above the
heavens.
Out of the mouth of babes and
sucklings hast thou ordained strength
Because of thine enemies,
That thou mightest still the enemy and the
avenger.
When 1 consider thy heavens, the work of thy
fingers,
The moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;
What is man, that thou art mindful of him ?
And the son of man, that thou visitest him?
For thou hast made him a little lower than the
angels,
And hast crowned him with glory and honour.
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Thou madest him to have dominion over the works
of thy hands ;

Thou hast put all things under his feet :

All sheep and oxen,

Yea, and the beasts of the field ;

The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea,

And whatsoever passeth through the paths of the
seas.

O Lord our Lord,

How excellent is thy name in all the earth |

LX

LORD, WHO SHALL ABIDE
Psalm xv,

IORD, who shall abide in thy taber-
nacle?

Who shall dwell in thy holy hill ?

He that walketh uprightly, and work-
eth righteousness,

And speaketh the truth in his heart.

He that backbiteth not with his tongue,

Nor doeth evil to his neighbour,

Nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.

In whose eyes a vile person is contemned ;

But he honoureth them that fear the Lord.

He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth
not.

He that putteth not out his money to usury,

Nor taketh reward against the innocent.

He that doeth these things shall never be moved.
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LXI

PRESERVE ME, O GOD
Psalm xvi,

RVE me, O God: for in thee do
put my trust. )
 soul, thou hast said unto the
ord, Thou art my Lord :
_ _oodness extendeth not to thee;
But to the saints that are in the earth,
And to the excellent, in whom is all my delight.
Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after
another god :
Their drink offerings of blood will I not offer,
Nor take up their names into my lips.
The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and of
my cup:
Thou maintainest my lot.
The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places;
Yea, I have a goodly heritage.
I will bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel:
My reins also instruct me in the night seasons.
I have set the Lord always before me:
Because he is at my right hand, I shall not be
moved.
‘Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth:
My flesh also shall rest in hope.
For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell ;
Neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.
‘Thou wilt show me the path of life:
In thy presence is fulness of joy ;
At thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.
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LXI1

I WILL LOVE THEE, O LORD
Psalm xviil, 1-36.

WILL love thee, O Lord, my strength.
The Lord is my rock, and my fortress,
and my deliverer;
My God, my strength, in whom I
will trust;
My buckler, and the horn of my sal-
vation, and my high tower.
I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be
praised:
So shall I be saved from mine enemies.
The sorrows of death compassed me,
And the floods of ungodly men made me afraid.
‘The sorrows of hell compassed me about:
‘The snares of death prevented me.
In my distress I called upon the Lord,
And cried unto my God:
He heard my voice out of his temple, _
And my cry came before him, even into his ears.
Then the earth shook and trembled ;
The foundations also of the hills moved
And were shaken, because he was wroth.
There went up a smoke out of his nostrils,
And fire out of his mouth devoured :
Coals were kindled by it.
He bowed the heavens also, and came down:
And darkness was under his feet.
And he rode upon a cherub, and did fiy:
Yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind.
He made darkness his secret place; -
His pavilion round about him were
Dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.
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At the brightness that was before him his thick
clouds passed,

Hail stones and coals of fire.

The Lord also thundered in the heavens,

And the Highest gave his voice ;

Hail stones and coals of fire.

Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered them;

And he shot out lightnings, and discomfited
them.

Then the channels of waters were seen,

And the foundations of the world were discovered

At thy rebuke, O Lord,

At the blast of the breath of thy nostrils.

He sent from above, he took me,

He drew me out of many waters.

He delivered me from my strong enemy,

And from them which hated me: for they were too
strong for me.

They prevented me in the day of my calamity:

But the Lord was my stay.

He brought me forth also into a large place ;

He delivered me, because he delighted in me.

The Lord rewarded me according to my righteous-
ness;

According to the cleanness of my hands hath he
recompensed me.

For I have kept the ways of the Lord,

And have not wickedly departed from my God.

For all his judgments were before me,

And I did not put away his statutes from me.

I was also upright before him,

And I kept myself from mine iniquity.

Therefore hath the Lord recompensed me accord-
ing to my righteousness,

According to the cleanness of my hands in his
eyesight.

With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful ;
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With an upright man thou wilt shew thyself
upright ;

With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure;

And with the froward thou wilt shew thyself fro-
ward.

For thou wilt save the afflicted people ;

But wilt bring down high looks.

" For thou wilt light my candle:

The Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.

For by thee I have run through a troop;

And by my God have I leaped over a wall.

As for God, his way is perfect :

The word of the Lord is tried:

He is a buckler to all those that trust in him.

For who is God save the Lord ?

Or who is a rock save our God?

It is God that girdeth me with strength,

And maketh my way perfect.

He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet,

And setteth me upon my high places.

He teacheth my hands to war,

So that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms.

Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salva-
tion:

And thy right hand hath holden me up,

And thy gentleness hath made me great.

Thou hast enlarged my steps under me,

That my feet did not slip.
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LI )

THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE GLORY
OF GOD
Psalm xix,

HE heavens declare the glory of God ;
And the firmament sheweth his
handywork.
Day unto day uttereth speech,
And night unto night sheweth know-
ledge.
There is no speech nor language,
Where their voice is not heard.
Their line is gone out through all the earth,
And their words to the end of the world.
In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,
Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his
chamber,
And rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.
His going forth is from the end of the heaven,
And his circuit unto the ends of it :
And there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.
The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the
soul :
The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise
the simple.
The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the
heart:
The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlighten-
ing the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever:
The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous
altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than
much fine gold:
Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.
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Moreover by them is thy servant warned:

And in keeping of them there is great reward.

Who can understand his errors?

Cleanse thou me from secret faults.

Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous
sins ;

Let them not have dominion over me: then shall I
be upright,

And 1 shall be innocent from the great transgres-
sion.

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of
my heart, be acceptable in thy sight,

O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer.

LXIV
THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD
Psalm xxiii.
HE Lord is my shepherd; I shall not
want,
He maketh me to lie down in green
. pastures:
He leadeth me beside the still
waters.

He restoreth my soul :

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for
his name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death,

1 will fear no evil : for thou art with me;

Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence
of mine enemies:

Thou anointest my head with oil ; my cup runneth
over.
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Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life:
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

LXV

THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S
Psalm xxiv,

HE earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness
thereof;
The world, and they that dwell
therein.
For he hath founded it upon the
seas,
And established it upon the floods.
Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?
Or who shall stand in his holy place?
He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart;
Who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity,
Nor sworn deceitfully.
He shall receive the blessing from the Lord,
And righteousness from the God of his salvation.
This is the generation of them that seek him,
That seek thy face, O Jacob.
Lift up your heads, O ye gates;
And be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors;
And the King of glory shall come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord strong and mighty,
The Lord mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O ye gates;
Even lift them up, ye everlasting doors;
And the King of glory shall come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord of hosts,
He is the King of glory.
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LXVI

THE LORD IS MY LIGHT
Psalm xxvii,

HE Lord is my light and my salvation ;
whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the strength of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
When the wicked, even mine enemies
and my foes, came upon me to
eat up my flesh,
They stumbled and fell.
Though an host should encamp against me,
My heart shall not fear:
Though war should rise against me,
In this will I be confident.
One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I
seek after;
That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the
days of my life,
To behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire
in his temple.
For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his
pavilion:
In the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me;
He shall set me up upon a rock.
And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine
enemies round about me:
‘Therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of
joy;
I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord.
Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice:
Have mercy also upon me, and answer me.
When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said
unto thee,
Thy face, Lord, will I seek.
M
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Hide not thy face far from me;

Put not thy servant away in anger:

Thou hast been my help;

Leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my
salvation.

‘When my father and my mother forsake me,

‘Then the Lord will take me up.

‘Teach me thy way, O Lord,

And lead me in a plain path,

Because of mine enemies.

Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies:

For false witnesses are risen up against me, and
such as breathe out cruelty.

1 had fainted, unless I had believed to see the
goodness of the Lord

In the land of the living.

Wait on the Lord:

Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine
heart:

Wait, I say, on the Lord.

LXVII

GIVE UNTO THE LORD, O YE MIGHTY
Psalm xxix.

E unto the Lord, O ye mighty,
rive unto the Lord glory and strength.
rive unto the Lord the glory due
. unto his name;
Vorship the Lord in the beauty of
holiness.

‘The voice of the Lord is upon the waters:

The God of glory thundereth :

The Lord is upon many waters.

The voice of the Lord is powerful ;

The voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
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The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars;

Yea, the Lord breaketh the cedars of Lebanon.
He maketh them also to skip like a calf;
Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn.

‘The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire.
‘The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness;
The Lord shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to calve,
And discovereth the forests:

And in his temple doth every one speak of his glory.
The Lord sitteth upon the flood;

Yea, the Lord sitteth King for ever.

The Lord will give strength unto his people;
‘The Lord will bless his people with peace.

LXVIII

REJOICE IN THE LORD
Psalm xxxiii,

E in the Lord, O ye righteous:
raise is comely for the upright.
e the Lord with harp:
unto him with the psaltery and
n instrument of ten strings.
Sing unto him a new song;
Play skilfully with a loud noise.
For the word of the Lord is right;
And all his works are done in truth.
He loveth righteousness and judgment :
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.
By the word of the Lord were the heavens made;
And all the host of them by the breath of his
mouth.
He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an
heap:
He layeth up the depth in storehouses.
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Let all the earth fear the Lord:

Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe
of him,

For he spake, and it was done;

He commanded, and it stood fast.

The Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to
nought:

He maketh the devices of the people of none effect.

‘The counsel of the Lord standeth for ever,

The thoughts of his heart to all generations.

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord;

And the people whom he hath chosen for his own
inheritance.

The Lord looketh from heaven;

He beholdeth all the sons of men.

From the place of his habitation he looketh

Upon all the inhabitants of the earth.

He fashioneth their hearts alike;

He considereth all their works.

There is no king saved by the multitude of an
host:

A mighty man is not delivered by much strength.

An horse is a vain thing for safety:

Neither shall he deliver any by his great strength,

Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear

him,
Ubpon them that hope in his mercy;
‘To deliver their soul from death,
And to keep them alive in famine.
Our soul waiteth for the Lord:
He is our help and our shield.
For our heart shall rejoice in him,
Because we have trusted in his holy name.
Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us,
According as we hope in thee.
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LXIX

1 WILL BLESS THE LORD
Psalm xxxiv.
WILL bless the Lord at all times:

His praise shall continually be in my
mouth.

- The humble shall hear thereof, and
be glad.
O magnify the Lord with me,
And let us exalt his name together.
1 sought the Lord, and he heard me,
And delivered me from all my fears.
They looked unto him, and were lightened:
And their faces were not ashamed.
‘This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him,
And saved him out of all his troubles.
The angel of the Lord encampeth round about
them that fear him,
And delivereth them.
O taste and see that the Lord is good :
Blessed is the man that trusteth in him,
O fear the Lord, ye his saints:
For there is no want to them that fear him.
The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger:
But they that seek the Lord shall not want any
good thing.
Come, ye children, hearken unto me:
1 will teach you the fear of the Lord.
What man is he that desireth life,
And loveth many days, that he may see good ?
Keep thy tongue from evil,
And thy lips from speaking guile,
Depart from evil, and do good ;
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Seek peace, and pursue it.

The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous,

And his ears are open unto their cry.

The face of the Lord is against them that do evil,

To cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.

The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth,

And delivereth them out of all their troubles.

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken
heart;

And saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.

Many are the afflictions of the righteous:

But the Lord delivereth him out of them all.

He keepeth all his bones:

Not one of them is broken.

Evil shall slay the wicked:

And they that hate the righteous shall be desolate.

The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants:

And none of them that trust in him shall be
desolate.-

LXX

FRET NOT THYSELF
Psalm xxxvii,

ET not thyself because of evil-doers,
Neither be thou envious against the
workers of iniquity.
For they shall soon be cut down like
the grass,
And wither as the green herb.
Trust in the Lord, and do good ;
So shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou
shalt be fed.
Delight thyself also in the Lord ;
And he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.
Commit thy way unto the Lord ;
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Trust also in him ; and he shall bring it to pass.

And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the
light,

And thy judgment as the noonday.

Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him:

Fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in
his way,

Because of the man who bringeth wicked devices
to pass.

Cease from anger, and forsake wrath:

Fret not thyself in any wise to do evil.

For evil-doers shall be cut off:

But those that wait upon the Lord, they shall in-
herit the earth.

For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be:

Yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and
it shall not be.

But the meek shall inherit the earth ;

And shall delight themselves in the abundance of
peace.

The wicked plotteth against the just,

And gnasheth upon him with his teeth.

The Lord shall laugh at him :

For he seeth that his day is coming.

The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have
bent their bow,

To cast down the poor and needy,

And to slay such as be of upright conversation.

Their sword shall enter into their own heart,

And their bows shall be broken.

A little that a righteous man hath

Is better than the riches of many wicked.

For the arms of the wicked shall be broken:

But the Lord upholdeth the righteous.

The Lord knoweth the days of the upright :

And their inheritance shall be for ever.

They shall not be ashamed in the evil time :
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And in the days of famine they shall be satisfied.

But the wicked shall perish,

And the enemies of the Lord shall be as the fat of
lambs:

They shall consume; into smoke shall they con-
sume away.

The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again:

But the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth.

For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the
earth;

And they that be cursed of him shall be cut off.

The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord :

And he delighteth in his way.

Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down:

For the Lord upholdeth him with his hand.

I have been young, and now am old;

Yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken,

Nor his seed begging bread.

He is ever merciful, and lendeth ;

And his seed is blessed.

Depart from evil, and do good ;

And dwell for evermore.

For the Lord loveth judgment,

And forsaketh not his saints;

They are preserved for ever:

But the seed of the wicked shall be cut off.

The righteous shall inherit the land,

And dwell therein for ever.

The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom,

And his tongue talketh of judgment.

The law of his God is in his heart;

None of his steps shall slide.

The wicked watcheth the righteous,

And seeketh to slay him.

The Lord will not leave him in his hand,

Nor condemn him when he is judged.

Wait on the Lord, and keep his way,
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And he shall exalt thee to inherit the land:

When the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it.

I have seen the wicked in great power,

And spreading himself like a green bay tree.

Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not:

Yea, I sought him, but he could not be found.

Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright:

For the end of that man is peace.

But the transgressors shall be destroyed together:

The end of the wicked shall be cut off.

But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord:

He is their strength in the time of trouble.

And the Lord shall help them, and deliver them :

He shall deliver them from the wicked, and save
them,

Because they trust in him.

LXXI

I SAID I WILL TAKE HEED
Psalm xxxix,

SAID, I will take heed to my ways,
That I sin not with my tongue:
I will keep my mouth with a bridle,
While the wicked is before me.
I was dumb with silence, I held my

peace, even from good ;

And my sorrow was stirred.

My heart was hot within me;

While I was musing the fire burned :

Then spake I with my tongue,

Lord, make me to know mine end,

And the measure of my days, what it is;

That I may know how frail I am.
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Behold, thou hast made my days as an hand-
breadth;

And mine age is as nothing before thee:

Verily every man at his best state is altogether
vanity.

Surely every man walketh in a vain shew:

Surely they are disquieted in vain :

He heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall
gather them.

And now, Lord, what wait I for?

My hope is in thee.

Deliver me from all my transgressions:

Make me not the reproach of the foolish.

I was dumb, I opened not my mouth;

Because thou didst it.

Remove thy stroke away from me:

I am consumed by the blow of thine hand.

When thou with rebukes dost correct man for
iniquity,

Thou makest his beauty to consume away like a
moth:

Surely every man is vanity.

Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my

Hold not thy peace at my tears:

For I am a stranger with thee,

And a sojourner, as all my fathers were.
O spare me, that I may recover strength,
Before I go hence, and be no more.
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LXX11

AS THE HART PANTETH
Psalm xlii.

S the hart panteth after the water
brooks,

So panteth my soul after thee, O
God.

My soul thirsteth for God, for the
living God :

When shall I come and appear before God ?

My tears have been my meat day and night,

While they continually say unto me, Where is thy
God?

When I remember these things, I pour out my
soul in me:

For I had gone with the multitude, I went with
them to the house of God,

With the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude
that kept holyday.

Why art thou cast down, O my soul?

And why art thou disquieted in me?

Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him

For the help of his countenance.

O my God, my soul is cast down within me:

Therefore will I remember thee from the land of

Jordan,

And of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar.

Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy water-
spouts :

All thy waves and thy billows are gone over me.

Yet the Lord will command his lovingkindness
in the daytime,

And in the night his song shall be with me,

And my prayer unto the God of my life.
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I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou for-
gotten me ?

" Why go I mourning because of the oppression of
the enemy?

As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies re-
proach me;

While they say daily unto me, Where is thy God ?

Why art thou cast down, O my soul?

And why art thou disquieted within me?

Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him,

Wh%; is the health of my countenance, and my

od.

LXXIII

JUDGE ME, O GOD
Psalm xliii,

UDGE me, O God, and plead my cause
against an ungodly nation:
O deliver me from the deceitful and
unjust man.
For thou art the God of my strength :
why dost thou cast me off?
Why go I mourning because of the oppression of
the enemy?
O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead
me;
Let them bring me unto thy holy hill,
And to thy tabernacles.
Then will I go unto the altar of God,
Unto God my exceeding joy:
Yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O God, my
God.
Why art thou cast down, O my soul?
And why art thou disquieted within me?
Hope in God : for I shall yet praise him,
Who is the health of my countenance, and my God.
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LXXIV

MY HEART IS INDITING
Psalm xlv.

heart is inditing a good matter:

I speak of the things which I have
made touching the king:

My tongue is the pen of a ready
writer.

Thou art fairer than the children of

men:

Grace is poured into thy lips:

Therefore God hath blessed thee for ever.

Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty,

With thy glory apd thy majesty.

And in thy majesty ride prosperously

Because of truth and meekness and righteousness;

And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things.

Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the king’s
enemies;

Whereby the people fall under thee.

Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever:

‘The sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.

‘Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness :

Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee :

With the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and

cassia,

Out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made
thee glad.

Kings’ daughters were among thy honourable
women :

Upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold
of Ophir.

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline
thine ear;
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Forget also thine own people, and thy father’s
house;

So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty:

For he is thy Lord ; and worship thou him.

And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift ;

Even the rich among the people shall entreat thy
favour.

The king’s daughter is all glorious within:

Her clothing is of wrought gold.

She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of
needlework :

The virgins her companions that follow her shall
be brought unto thee.

With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought :

They shall enter into the king’s palace.

Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children,

Whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth.

1 will make thy name to be remembered in all
generations:

Therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and
ever.

LXXV

GOD IS OUR REFUGE
Psalm xivi,

D is our refuge and strength,
A very present help in trouble.

Therefore will not we fear, though
the earth be removed,
And though the mountains be carried
into the midst of the sea;
Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled,
Though the mountains shake with the swelling
thereof.
There is a river, the streams whereof shall make
glad the city of God,
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The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most
High. .

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved :

God shall help her, and that right early.

The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved :

He uttered his voice, the earth melted.

‘The Lord of hosts is with us;

The God of Jacob is our refuge.

Come, behold the works of the Lord,

What desolations he hath made in the earth.

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the
earth;

He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in
sunder;

He burneth the chariot in the fire.

Be still, and know that I am God:

I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be
exalted in the earth.

The Lord of hosts is with us;

The God of Jacob is our refuge.

LXXVI

GREAT IS THE LORD
Psalm xiviil

REAT is the Lord, and greatly to be
praised

In the city of our God, in the moun-
tain of his holiness.

Beautiful for situation, the joy of the
whole earth,

Is mount Zion, on the sides of the north,

The city of the great King.

God is known in her palaces for a refuge.

For, lo, the kings were assembled,

They passed by together.
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They saw it, and so they marvelled ;

They were troubled, and hasted away.

Fear took hold upon them there,

And pain, as of a woman in travail.

Thou bx:.akest the ships of Tarshish with an east

win

As we have heard, so have we seen

In théo Eity of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our
God will establish it for ever,

We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God,

In the midst of thy temple.

According to thy name, O God,

So is thy praise unto the ends of the earth:

Thy right hand is full of righteousness.

Let mount Zion rejoice,

Let the daughters of Judah be glad,

Because of thy judgments.

Walk about Zion, and go round about her:

Tell the towers thereof.

Mark ye well her bulwarks,

Consider her palaces;

That ye may tell it to the generation following.

For this God is our God for ever and ever:

He will be our guide even unto death.

LXXVII

MISERERE
Psalm 1.

AVE mercy upon me, O God, according
to thy lovingkindness:
According unto the multitude of thy
tender mercies blot out my trans-
gressions.
Wash me throughly from mine ini-
quity,
And cleanse me from my sin.
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For I acknowledge my transgressions:
And my sin is ever before me.

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned,

And done this evil in thy sight:

That thou mightest be justified when thou speakest,

And be clear when thou judgest.

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity;

And in sin did my mother conceive me.

Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts:

And in the hidden part thou shalt make me to
know wisdom.

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean:

Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

Make me to hear joy and gladness;

That the bones which thou hast broken may re-
joice.

Hide thy face from my sins,

And blot out all mine iniquities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God;

And renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from thy presence;

And take not thy holy spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation;

And uphold me with thy free spirit.

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways;

And sinners shall be converted unto-thee.

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God
of my salvation:

And my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteous-
ness.

O Lord, open thou my lips;

And my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

For thou desirest not sacrifice ; else would I give it :

Thou delightest not in burnt offering.

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit :

A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt

not despise.
N
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Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion:

Build thou the walls of Jerusalem.

Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of
righteousness, with burnt offering and whole
burnt offering :

Then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.

LXXVIII

GIVE EAR TO MY PRAYER, O GOD
Psalm Iv.

~ JIVE ear to my prayer, O God;
And hide not thyself from my sup-
plication.
Attend unto me, and hear me:
I mourn in my complaint, and make
a noise;
Because of the voice of the enemy,
Because of the oppression of the wicked :
For they cast iniquity upon me,
And in wrath they hate me.
My heart is sore pained within me:
And the terrors of death are fallen upon me.
Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me,
And horror hath overwhelmed me.
And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove!
For then would I fly away, and be at rest.
Lo, then would I wander far off,
And remain in the wilderness.
I would hasten my escape
From the windy storm and tempest.
Destroy, O Lord, and divide their tongues:
For I have seen violence and strife in the city.
Day and night they go about it upon the walls
thereof :

Mischief also and sorrow are in the midst of it.
Wickedness is in the midst thereof:
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Deceit and guile depart not from her streets.

For it was not an enemy that reproached me;

Then I could have borne it:

Neither was it he that hated me that did magnify
himself against me;

Then I would have hid myself from him:

But it was thou, a man mine equal,

My guide, and mine acquaintance.

We took sweet counsel together,

And walked unto the house of God in company.

Let death seize upon them,

And let them go down quick into hell:

For wickedness is in their dwellings, and among
them.

As for me, 1 will call upon God;

And the Lord shall save me.

Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray,
and cry aloud ;

And he shall hear my voice.

He hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle
that was against me:

For there were many with me.

God shall hear, and afflict them,

Even he that abideth of old.

Because they have no changes,

Therefore they fear not God.

He hath put forth his hands against such as be at
peace with him:

He hath broken his covenant.

The words of his mouth were smoother than butter,

But war was in his heart:

His words were softer than oil,

Yet were they drawn swords.

Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sus-
tain thee: '

He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.

But thou, O God, shalt bring them down into the
pit of destruction:

-
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Bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half
their days;
But I will trust in thee.

LXXIX

O GOD, THOU ART MY GOD
Psalm Ixiii,

GOD, thou art my God; early will I
seek thee:
My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh
longeth for thee
In a dry and thirsty land, where no
water is;
To see thy power and thy glory,
So as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.
Because thy lovingkindness is better than life,
My lips shall praise thee.
Thus will I bless thee while I live:
I will lift up my hands in thy name.
My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and
fatness;
And my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips;
When I remember thee upon my bed,
And meditate on thee in the night watches.
Because thou hast been my help,
Therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.
My soul followeth hard after thee:
Thy right hand upholdeth me.
But those that seek my soul, to destroy it,
Shall go into the lower parts of the earth.
They shall fall by the sword :
They shall be a portion for foxes.
But the king shall rejoice in God ;
Every one that sweareth by him shall glory:
But the mouth of them that speak lies shall be

stopped.
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LXXX

PRAISE WAITETH FOR THEE, O GOD
Psalm Ixv.

RAISE waiteth for thee, O God, in

v Sion:

And unto thee shall the vow be
performed.

O thou that hearest prayer,

Uanto thee shall all flesh come.

Iniquities prevail against me:

As for our transgressions, thou shalt purge them
away.

Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and
causest to approach unto thee,

That he may dwell in thy courts:

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy
house, ‘

Even of thy holy temple.

By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou
answer us,

O God of our salvation ;

Who art the confidence of all the ends of the earth,

And of them that are afar off upon the sea:

Which by his strength setteth fast the mountains;

Being girded with power:

Which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of
their waves,

And the tumult of the people.

They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are
afraid at thy tokens:

Thou makest the outgoings of the morning and
evening to rejoice.

Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it:

Thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God,
which is full of water:
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Thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so
provided for it.

Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly :

Thou settlest the furrows thereof:

Thou makest it soft with showers:

Thou blessest the springing thereof.

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness;

And thy paths drop fatness.

They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness:

And the little hills rejoice on every side,

The pastures are clothed with flocks ;

The valleys also are covered over with corn;

They shout for joy, they also sing.

LXXXI

GIVE THE KING THY JUDGMENTS
Psalm Ixxii. 1-19.

E the king thy judgments, O God,
And thy righteousness unto the
king’s son.
de shall judge thy people with right-
eousness,
_ And thy poor with judgment.
The mountains shall bring peace to the people,
And the little hills, by righteousness.
He shall judge the poor of the people,
He shall save the children of the needy,
And shall break in pieces the oppressor.
They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon
endure,
Throughout all generations.
He shall come down like rain upon the mown
grass:
As showers that water the earth.
In his days shall the righteous flourish ;
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And abundance of peace so long as the moon
endureth.

He shall have dominion also from sea to sea,

And from the river unto the ends of the earth.

They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before
him;

And his enemies shall lick the dust.

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring
presents:

The kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.

Yea, all kings shall fall down before him:

All nations shall serve him.

For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth;

The poor also, and him that hath no helper.

He shall spare the poor and needy,

And shall save the souls of the needy.

He shall redeem their soul from deceit and
violence:

And precious shall their blood be in his sight.

And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the
gold of Sheba:

Prayer also shall be made for him continually;

And daily shall he be praised.

There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon
the top of the mountains;

The fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon :

And they of the city shall flourish like grass of the
earth.

His name shall endure for ever:

His name shall be continued as long as the sun:
And men shall be blessed in him:

All nations shall call him blessed.

Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel,
Who only doeth wondrous things.

And blessed be his glorious name for ever:

And let the whole earth be filled with his glory;
Amen, and Amen.
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LXXXI1

I CRIED UNTO GOD WITH MY VOICE
Psalm bxxvil,

CRIED unto God with my voice,
Even unto God with my voice; and
he gave ear unto me.
In the day of my trouble I sought the
Lord:
My sore ran in the night, and ceased
not:
My soul refused to be comforted.
I remembered God, and was troubled :
1 complained, and my spirit was overwhelmed.
Thou holdest mine eyes waking :
I am so troubled that I cannot speak.
I have considered the days of old,
The years of ancient times.
I call to remembrance my song in the night:
I commune with mine own heart:
And my spirit made diligent search.
Will the Lord cast off for ever?
And will he be favourable no more?
Is his mercy clean gone for ever ?
Doth his promise fail for evermore ?
Hath God forgotten to be gracious?
Hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies?
And I said, This is my infirmity :
But I will remember the years of the right hand of
the Most High.
I will remember the works of the Lord:
Surely I will remember thy wonders of old.
1 will meditate also of all thy work,
And talk of thy doings.
Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary:
Who is so great a God as our God ?
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Thou art the God that doest wonders:

Thou hast declared thy strength among the people.
Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy people,
The sons of Jacob and Joseph.

The waters saw thee, O God,

The waters saw thee ; they were afraid :

The depths also were troubled.

The clouds poured out water :

The skies sent out a sound :

Thine arrows also went abroad.

The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven:
The lightnings lightened the world :

The earth trembled and shook.

Thy way is in the sea,

And thy path in the great waters,

And thy footsteps are not known.

Thou leddest thy people like a flock

By the hand of Moses and Aaron.

LXXXIII

GIVE EAR, O SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL
Pgalm Ixxx,

IVE ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

Thou that leadest Joseph like a
flock;

Thou that dwellest between the
cherubims, shine forth.

Before Ephraim and Benjamin and
Manasseh stir up thy strength,

And come and save us.

Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine ;

And we shall be saved.

O Lord God of hosts,

How long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of
thy people ?
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Thou feedest them with the bread of tears;

And givest them tears to drink in great measure.

Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours:

And our enemies laugh among themselves.

Turn us again, O God of hosts,

And cause thy face to shine; and we shall be
saved.

Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt:

Thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it.

Thou preparedst room before it,

And didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled
the land.

The hills were covered with the shadow of it,

And the boughs thereof were like the goodly
cedars.

She sent out her boughs unto the sea,

And her branches unto the river.

Why hast thou then broken down her hedges,

So that all they which pass by the way do pluck
her?

‘The boar out of the wood doth waste it,

And the wild beast of the field doth devour it.

Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts:

Look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this
vine; ’

And the vineyard which thy right hand hath
planted,

And the branch that thou madest strong for thyself.

It is burnt with fire, it is cut down:

They perish at the rebuke of thy countenance.

Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand,

Upon the son of man whom thou madest strong
for thyself,

So will not we go back from thee:

Quicken us, and we will call upon thy name.

Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts,

Cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.



LXXXIV

HOW AMIABLE ARE THY TABERNACLES
Psalm lxxxiv.

DW amiable are thy tabernacles,
O Lord of hosts!
My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth
for the courts of the Lord :
My heart and my flesh crieth out for
the living God.
Yea, the sparrow hath found an house,
And the swallow a nest for herself, where she may
lay her young,
Even thine altars, O Lord of hosts,
My King, and my God.
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house:
They will be still praising thee.
Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee;
In whose heart are the ways of them.
Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a
well ;
The rain also filleth the pools.
They go from strength to strength,
Every one of them in Zion appeareth before God.
O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer :
Give ear, O God of Jacob.
Behold, O God our shield,
And look upon the face of thine anointed.
For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand.
1 had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God,
Than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.
For the Lord God is a sun and shield:
The Lord will give grace and glory:
No good thing will he withhold from them that
walk uprightly.
O Lord of hosts,
Blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.
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LXXXV

LORD, THOU HAST BEEN OUR DWELL-
ING PLACE
Psalm xc.

ORD, thou hast been our dwelling place
In all generations.
Before the mountains were brought
forth,
Or ever thou hadst formed "the earth
and the world,
Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.
Thou turnest man to destruction;
And sayest, Return, ye children of men.
For a thousand years in thy sight
Are but as yesterday when it is past,
And as a watch in the night.
Thou carriest them away as with a flood ; they are
as a sleep:
In the morning they are like grass which groweth

up.
In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up;
In the evening it is cut down, and withereth.
For we are consumed by thine anger,
And by thy wrath are we troubled.
Thou hast set our iniquities before thee,
Our secret sins in the light of thy countenance.
For all our days are passed away in thy wrath :
We spend our years as a tale that is told.
The days of our years are threescore years and ten;
And if by reason of strength they be fourscore
years,
Yet is their strength labour and sorrow;
For it is soon cut off, and we fly away.
Who knoweth the power of thine anger?
Even according to thy fear, 80 is thy wrath.
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So teach us to number our days,

That we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

Return, O Lord, how long ?

And let it repent thee concerning thy servants.

O satisfy us early with thy mercy;

That we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

Make us glad according to the days wherein thou
hast afflicted us,

And the years wherein we have seen evil.

Let thy work appear unto thy servants,

And thy glory unto their children,

And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon
us:

And establish thou the work of our hands upon us;

Yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.

LXXXV1

HE THAT DWELLETH IN THE SECRET
PLACE OF THE MOST HIGH
Psalm xci.

E that dwelleth in the secret place of
the Most High
Shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty.
I will say of the Lord, He is my
refuge and my fortress:
My God ; in him will I trust.
Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the
fowler,
And from the noisome pestilence.
He shall cover thee with his feathers,
And under his wings shalt thou trust:
His truth shall be thy shield and buckler.
Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night;
Nor for the arrow that flieth by day;
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Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness ;

Nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.

A thousand shall fall at thy side,

And ten thousand at thy right hand ;

But it shall not come nigh thee.

Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold

And see the reward of the wicked.

Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my
refuge,

Even the Most High, thy habitation ;

There shall no evil befall thee,

Neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.

For he shall give his angels charge over thee,

To keep thee in all thy ways.

They shall bear thee up in their hands,

Lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

‘Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder:

The young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample
under feet.

Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore
will I deliver him:

I will set him on high, because he hath known my
name.

He shall call upon me, and I will answer him:

I will be with him in trouble;

I will deliver him, and honour him.,

With long life will I satisfy him,

And shew him my salvation.
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LXXXVII

IT IS A GOOD THING TO GIVE THANKS
Pealm xcil.

is a good thing to give thanks unto
the Lord,
And to sing praises unto thy name,
O Most High:
To shew forth thy lovingkindness in
the morning,
And thy faithfulness every night,
Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the
psaltery;
Upon the harp with a solemn sound.
For thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy
work :
I will triumph in the works of thy hands.
O Lord, how great are thy works |
And thy thoughts are very deep.
A brutish man knoweth not ;
Neither doth a fool understand this.
When the wicked spring as the grass,
And when all the workers of iniquity do flourish;
It is that they shall be destroyed for ever:
But thou, Lord, art most high for evermore,
For, lo, thine enemies, O Lord,
For, lo, thine enemies shall perish ;
All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.
But my horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of an
unicorn :
I shall be anointed with fresh oil.
Mine eye also shall see my desire on mine enemies,
And mine ears shall hear my desire of the wicked
that rise up against me.
The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree:
He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
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Those that be planted in the house of the Lord

Shall flourish in the courts of our God.

They shall still bring forth fruit in old age;

. They shall be fat and flourishing ;

To shew that the Lord is upright:

He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in
him.,

LXXXVIII

THE LORD REIGNETH
Psalm xciil.

E Lord reigneth, he is clothed with
majesty ;

The Lord is clothed with strength,
wherewith he hath girded him-
self :

The world also is stablished, that it

cannot be moved.
Thy throne is established of old :
Thou art from everlasting.
The floods have lifted up, O Lord,
The floods have lifted up their voice;
‘The floods lift up their waves.
The Lord on high is mightier than the noise of
many waters,
Yea, than the mighty waves of the sea.
Thy testimonies are very sure:
Holiness becometh thine house,
O Lord, for ever.
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LXXXIX

O SING UNTO THE LORD
Psalm xcvi.

%] SING unto the Lord a new song:

Sing unto the Lord, all the earth.

Sing unto the Lord, bless his name;

Shew forth his salvation from day to
day.

Declare his glory among the heathen,

His wonders among all people.

For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praised:

He is to be feared above all gods.

For all the gods of the nations are idols:

But the Lord made the heavens.

Honour and majesty are before him:

Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people,

Give unto the Lord glory and strength.

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name:

Bring an offering, and come into his courts.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:

Fear before him, all the earth.

Say among the heathen that the Lord reigneth:

The world also shall be established that it shall
not be moved :

He shall judge the people righteously.

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof.

Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein :

Then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice

Before the Lord: for he cometh,

For he cometh to judge the earth:

He shall judge the world with righteousness,

And the people with his truth.

o
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XC

THE LORD REIGNETH
Psalm xcvil.

HE Lord reigneth; let the earth re-
joice;

Let the multitude of isles be glad
thereof.

Clouds and darkness are round about
him:

Righteousness and judgment are the habitation of
his throne.

A fire goeth before him,

And burneth up his enemies round about.

His lightnings enlightened the world :

The earth saw, and trembled.

The hills melted like wax at the presence of the

: Lord,

At the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.

The heavens declare his righteousness,

And all the people see his glory.

Confounded be all they that serve graven images,

That boast themselves of idols :

Worship him, all ye gods.

Zion heard, and was glad;

And the daughters of Judah rejoiced

Because of thy judgments, O Lord.

For thou, Lord, art high above all the earth:

Thou art exalted far above all gods.

Ye that love the Lord, hate evil:

He preserveth the souls of his saints;

He delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked.

Light is sown for the righteous,

And gladness for the upright in heart.

Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous;

And give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.
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XC1

O SING UNTO THE LORD
Psalm xcviii,

SING unto the Lord a new song ;
For he hath done marvellous things:
His right hand, and his holy arm,

hath gotten him the victory.
The Lord hath made known his
salvation :

His righteousness hath he openly shewed in the

sight of the heathen.

He hath remembered his mercy and his truth

toward the house of Israel:

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation

of our God.

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth:

Make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise.

Sing unto the Lord with the harp;

With the harp, and the voice of a psalm.

With trumpets and sound of cornet

Make a joyful noise before the Lord, the King.

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof;

The world, and they that dwell therein.

Let the floods clap their hands:

Let the hills be joyful together

Before the Lord ; for he cometh to judge the earth :

With righteousness shall he judge the world, and

the people with equity.
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XCI1

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE
LORD
Psalm c.

E a joyful noise unto the Lord,
all ye lands.
rve the Lord with gladness:
ome before his presence with sing-
ing.
Know ye that the Lord he is God :
It is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves;
We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
And into his courts with praise:
Be thankful unto him, and bless his name.
For the Lord is good ; his mercy is everlasting ;
And his truth endureth to all generations.

XCIn

BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL
Psalm ciii.

LESS the Lord, O my soul:
And all that is within me, bless his
holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul,

And forget not all his benefits :

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ;
Who healeth all thy diseases;
Who redeemeth thy life from destruction ;
Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and

tender mercies;

Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things;
So that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
The Lord executeth righteousness
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And judgment for all that are oppressed.

He made known his ways unto Moses,

His acts unto the children of Israel.

The Lord is merciful and gracious,

Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.

He will not always chide:

Neither will he keep his anger for ever.

He hath not dealt with us after our sins,

Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.

For as the heaven is high above the earth,

So great is his mercy toward them that fear him.

As far as the east is from the west,

So far hath he removed our transgressions from us.

Like as a father pitieth his children,

So the Lord pitieth them that fear him.

For he knoweth our frame;

He remembereth that we are dust.

As for man, his days are as grass:

As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth :

For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone;

And the place thereof shall know it no more,

But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to
everlasting upon them that fear him,

And his righteousness unto children’s children ;

To such as keep his covenant,

And to those that remember his commandments
to do them.

‘The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens;

And his kingdom ruleth over all.

Bless the Lord, ye his angels,

That excel in strength, that do his commandments,

Hearkening unto the voice of his word.

Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts;

Ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure.

Bless the Lord, all his works

In all places of his dominion :

Bless the Lord, O my soul.
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XCIv

BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL
Psalm civ.

S the Lord, O my soul.
Lord my God, thou art very great;
ou art clothed with honour and
majesty.
10 coverest thyself with light as
with a garment:
Who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain:
Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the
waters:
Who maketh the clouds his chariot :
Who walketh upon the wings of the wind:
Who maketh his angels spirits;
His ministers a flaming fire:
Who laid the foundations of the earth,
That it should not be removed for ever.
Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment:
The waters stood above the mountains.
At thy rebuke they fled ;
At the voice of thy thunder they hasted away.
They go up by the mountains; they go down by
the valleys
Unto the place which thou hast founded for them.
Thou hast set a bound that they may not pass over;
That they turn not again to cover the earth.
He sendeth the springs into the valleys,
Which run among the hills.
They give drink to every beast of the field:
The wild asses quench their thirst.
By them shall the fowls of the heaven have their
habitation,
Which sing among the branches.
He watereth the hills from his chambers:
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The earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works.

He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle,

And herb for the service of man:

That he may bring forth food out of the earth;

And wine that maketh glad the heart of man,

And oil to make his face to shine,

And bread which strengtheneth man'’s heart.

The trees of the Lord are full of sap;

The cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted ;

Where the birds make their nests:

As for the stork, the fir trees are her house.

The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats,

And the rocks for the conies.

He appointed the moon for seasons:

The sun knoweth his going down. -

Thou makest darkness, and it is night:

Wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep forth.

The young lions roar after their prey,

And seek their meat from God.

‘The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together,

And lay them down in their dens.

Man goeth forth unto his work

And to his labour until the evening.

O Lord, how manifold are thy works!

In wisdom hast thou made them all:

The earth is full of thy riches.

So is this great and wide sea,

Wherein are things creeping innumerable,

Both small and great beasts.

There go the ships:

There is that leviathan, whom thou hast made to
play therein,

These wait all upon thee,

That thou mayest give them their meat in due
season.

That thou givest them they gather:

‘Thou openest thine hand, they are filled with good.
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Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled :

Thou takest away their breath, they die,

And return to their dust.

Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created ;
And thou renewest the face of the earth.

The glory of the Lord shall endure for ever:
The Lord shall rejoice in his works.

He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth:

He toucheth the hills, and they smoke.

I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live:

I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.
My meditation of him shall be sweet:

I will be glad in the Lord.

Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth,
And let the wicked be no more.

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul.

Praise ye the Lord.

XCv

O GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD
Psalm cvil.

GIVE thanks unto the Lord, for he is
good: |
For his mercy endureth for ever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
Whom he hath redeemed from the
hand of the enemy;
And gathered them out of the lands,
From the east, and from the west,
From the north, and from the south.
They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way ;
They found no city to dwell in.
Hungry and thirsty,
Their soul fainted in them.
Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble,
And he delivered them out of their distresses.
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And he led them forth by the right way,
That they might go to a city of habitation.
Oh that men would praise the Lord for his good-

ness,

And for his wonderful works to the children of
men |

For he satisfieth the longing soul,

And filleth the hungry soul with goodness.

Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,

Being bound in affliction and iron ;

Because they rebelled against the words of God,

And contemned the counsel of the Most High:

Therefore he brought down their heart with labour;

They fell down, and there was none to help.

‘Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble,

And he saved them out of their distresses.

He brought them out of darkness and the shadow
of death,

And brake their bands in sunder.

Oh that men would praise the Lord for his good-
ness,

And for his wonderful works to the children of
men|

For he hath broken the gates of brass,

And cut the bars of iron in sunder.

Fools, because of their transgression

And because of their iniquities, are afflicted :

Their soul abhorreth all manner of meat;

And they draw near unto the gates of death.

Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble,

And he saveth them out of their distresses.

He sent his word, and healed them,

And delivered them from their destructions.

Oh that men would praise the Lord for his good-
ness,

And for his wonderful works to the children of
men|
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And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanks-
giving,

And declare his works with rejoicing.

They that go down to the sea in ships,

That do business in great waters;

These see the works of the Lord,

And his wonders in the deep.

For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind,

Which lifteth up the waves thereof.

They mount up to the heaven, they go down again
to the depths:

Their soul is melted because of trouble.

They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken

man,

And are at their wit's end.

Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble,

And he bringeth them out of their distresses.

He maketh the storm a calm,

So that the waves thereof are still.

Then are they glad because they be quiet;

So he bringeth them unto their desired haven.

Oh that men would praise the Lord for his good-
ness,

And for his wonderful works to the children of
men!

Let them exalt him also in the congregation of
the people,

And praise him in the assembly of the elders.

He turneth rivers into a wilderness,

And the watersprings into dry ground ;

A fruitful land into barrenness,

For the wickedness of them that dwell therein.

He turneth the wilderness into a standing water,

And dry ground into watersprings.

And there he maketh the hungry to dwell,

‘That they may prepare a city for habitation ;

And sow the fields, and plant vineyards,



O GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD 219

Which may yield fruits of increase.

He blesseth them also, so that they are multiplied
greatly ;

And suffereth not their cattle to decrease.

Again, they are minished and brought low

Through oppression, affliction, and sorrow.

He poureth contempt upon princes,

And causeth them to wander in the wilderness,
where there is no way.

Yet setteth he the poor on high from affliction,

And maketh him families like a flock.

The righteous shall see it, and rejoice ;

And all iniquity shall stop her mouth.

Whoso is wise, and will observe these things,

Even they shall understand the lovingkindness of
the Lord.

XCv1

I WILL LIFT UP MINE EYES UNTO
THE HILLS

Psalm cxxi.

vl WILL lift up miné eyes unto the hills,
) From whence cometh my help.

. My help cometh from the Lord,

4 Which made heaven and earth.

NGll He will not suffer thy foot to be
moved :

He that keepeth thee will not slumber.

Behold, he that keepeth Israel

Shall neither slumber nor sleep.

The Lord is thy keeper :

The Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand.

The sun shall not smite thee by day,

Nor the moon by night.

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil :

He shall preserve thy soul.
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The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy

coming in,
From this time forth, and even for evermore.

Xcvil

I WAS GLAD WHEN THEY SAID
UNTO ME

Psalm cxxii.

WAS glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the
Lord.
Our feet shall stand
Within thy gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is builded
As a city that is compact together:
Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
Unto the testimony of Israel,
To give thanks unto the name of the Lord.
For there are set thrones of judgment,
The thrones of the bouse of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
They shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls,
And prosperity within thy palaces.
For my brethren and companions’ sakes,
I will now say, Peace be within thee.
Because of the house of the Lord our God
I will seek thy good.
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THEY THAT TRUST IN THE LORD
Psalm cxxv.

JHEY that trust in the Lord

Shall be as mount Zion, which
cannot be removed, but abideth
for ever.

As the mountains are round about
Jerusalem,

So the Lord is round about his people

From henceforth, even for ever.

For the rod of the wicked shall not rest upon the
lot of the righteous ;

Lest the righteous put forth their hands unto
iniquity.

Do good, O Lord, unto those that be good,

And to them that are upright in their hearts.

As for such as turn aside unto their crooked ways,

The Lord shall lead them forth with the workers
of iniquity :

But peace shall be upon Israel.

XCIX

WHEN THE LORD TURNED AGAIN
Psalm cxxvi.

HEN the Lord turned again the cap-
tivity of Zion,
We were like them that dream.
Then was our mouth filled with
laughter,
And our tongue with singing :
Then said they among the heathen,
The Lord hath done great things for them.
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The Lord hath done great thing for us;

Whereof we are glad.

Turn again our captivity, O Lord,

As the streams in the south.

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.

He thatd goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
seed,

Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bring-
ing his sheaves with him.

Cc

DE PROFUNDIS
Psalm cxxx.

T of the depths have I cried unto
thee, O Lord.
Lord, hear my voice :
Let thine ears be attentive
To the voice of my supplications.
If thou, Lord, shouldst mark ini-
quities,
O Lord, who shall stand ?
But there is forgiveness with thee,
That thou mayest be feared.
I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait,
And in his word do I hope.
My soul waiteth for the Lord
More than they that watch for the morning ;
I say, more than they that watch for the morning.
Let Israel hope in the Lord :
For with the Lord there is mercy,
And with him is plenteous redemption.
And he shall redeem Israel
From all his iniquities.
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CI

LORD, MY HEART IS NOT HAUGHTY
Psalm cxxxi.

ORD, my heart is not haughty, nor
mine eyes lofty :
Neither do I exercise myself in great
matters,
Or in things too high for me.
Surely I have behaved and quieted

As a child that is weaned of his mother :
My soul is even as a weaned child.

Let Israel hope in the Lord

From henceforth and for ever.

Cll

BEHOLD HOW GOOD AND HOW
PLEASANT

unity |

It is like the precious ointment upon
the head,

That ran down upon the beard,

Even Aaron’s beard ;

That went down to the skirts of his garments ;

As the dew of Hermon,

And as the dew that descended upon the mountains
of Zion:

For there the Lord commanded the blessing,

Even life for evermore.
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ci

BY THE RIVERS OF BABYLON
Psalm cxxxvil,

Y the rivers of Babylon,
There we sat down ; yea, we wept,
When we remembered Zion.
We hanged our harps
Upon the willows in the midst thereof.
For there they that carried us away
captive required of us a song ;
And they that wasted us required of us mirth,
saying,
Sing us one of the songs of Zion.
How shall we sing the Lord’s song
In a strange land?
If I forget thee, O Jerusalem,
Let my right hand forget her cunning.
If I do not remember thee,
Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ;
If I prefer not Jerusalem
Above my chief joy.
Remember, O Lord, the children of Edom
In the day of Jerusalem;
Who said, Rase it, rase it,
Even to the foundation thereof.
O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed ;
Happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee
As thou hast served us.
Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy
little ones

Against the stones.
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CcIv

O LORD, THOU HAST SEARCHED ME
' Psalm cxxxix,

LORD, thou hast searched me, and
known me.

Thou knowest my downsitting and
mine uprising,

Thou understandest my thought afar

off.

Thou compassest my path and my lying down,

And art acquainted with all my ways.

For there is not a word in my tongue,

But, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether.

Thou hast beset me behind and before,

And laid thine hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

It is high, I cannot attain unto it.

Whither shall I go from thy Spirit?

Or whither shall I flee from thy presence?

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there:

If I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.

If I take the wings of the morning,

- And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;

Even there shall thy hand lead me,

And thy right hand shall hold me.

If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me;

Even the night shall be light about me.

Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee;

But the night shineth as the day:

The darkness and the light are both alike to thee.

For thou hast possessed my reins:

Thou hast covered me in my mother's womb.

I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonder-
fully made:

Marvellous are thy works ;

P
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And that my soul knoweth right well.

My substance was not hid from thee,

When I was made in secret,

And curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the
earth.

Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being un-
perfect;

And in thy book all my members were written,

Which in continuance were fashioned,

When as yet there was none of them.

How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O
God!

How great is the sum of them!

If I should count them, they are more in number
than the sand:

When I awake, I am still with thee.

Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God :

Depart from me therefore, ye bloody men.

For they speak against thee wickedly,

And thine enemies take thy name in vain. ’

Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate thee ?

And am not I grieved with those that rise up
against thee?

I hate them with perfect hatred :

I count them mine enemies.

Search me, O God, and know my heart:

Try me, and know my thoughts:

And see if there be any wicked way in me,

And lead me in the way everlasting.
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cv

BLESSED BE THE LORD
Psalm cxliv.

LESSED be the Lord my strength,

Which teacheth my hands to war,

And my fingers to fight:

My goodness, and my fortress;

My high tower, and my deliverer;

My shield, and he in whom I trust;

Who subdueth my people under me.

Lord, what is man, that thou takest knowledge of
him |

Or the son of man, that thou makest account of
him|

Man is like to vanity:

His days are as a shadow that passeth away.

Bow thy heavens, O Lord, and come down:

Touch the mountains, and they shall smoke.

Cast forth lightning, and scatter them :

Shoot out thine arrows, and destroy them.

Send thine hand from above;

Rid me, and deliver me out of great waters,

From the hand of strange children;

‘Whose mouth speaketh vanity,

And their right hand is a right hand of falsehood.

I will sing a new song unto thee, O God :

Upon a psaltery and an instrument of ten strings
will I sing praises unto thee.

It is he that giveth salvation unto kings:

Who delivereth David his servant from the hurtful
sword.

Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of strange
children,

Whose mouth speaketh vanity,

And their right hand is a right hand of falsehood :
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That our sons may be as plants grown up in their
youth;

That our daughters may be as corner-stones,
polished after the similitude of a palace:

That our garners may be full, affording all manner
of store:

‘That our sheep may bring forth thousands and ten
thousands in our streets:

That our oxen may be strong to labour;

That there be no breaking in, nor going out;

That there be no complaining in our streets.

Happy is that people, that is in such a case:

Yea, happy is that people, whose God is the Lord.

cvi

I WILL EXTOL THEE, MY GOD
Psalm cxiv.

WILL extol thee, my God, O king ;
And I will bless thy name for ever
and ever.
Every day will I bless thee;
And I will praise thy name for ever
and ever.
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised ;
And his greatness is unsearchable.
One generation shall praise thy works to another,
And shall declare thy mighty acts.
I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty,
And of thy wondrous works.
And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible
acts:
And I will declare thy greatness.
They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy
great goodness,
And shall sing of thy righteousness.
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The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion ;
Slow to anger, and of great mercy.

The Lord is good to all:

And his tender mercies are over all his works.

All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord;

And thy saints shall bless thee.

‘They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom,

And talk of thy power;

To make known to the sons of men his mighty

acts,

And the glorious majesty of his kingdom.

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

And thy dominion endureth throughout all gener-
ations.

The Lord upholdeth all that fall,

And raiseth up all those that be bowed down.

The eyes of all wait upon thee;

And thou givest them their meat in due season.

Thou openest thine hand,

And satisfiest the desire of every living thing.

The Lord is righteous in all his ways,

And holy in all his works.

The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him,

To all that call upon him in truth.

He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him:

He also will hear their cry, and will save them.

The Lord preserveth all them that love him:

But all the wicked will he destroy.

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord:

And let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and
ever,
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cvil

PRAISE YE THE LORD
Psalm cxlvil.

\ISE ye the Lord:
Jor it is good to sing praises unto
our God;
‘or it is pleasant; and praise is
comely.
The Lord doth build up Jerusalem :
He gathereth together the outcasts of Israel.
He healeth the broken in heart, )
And bindeth up their wounds.
He telleth the number of the stars;
He calleth them all by their names.
Great is our Lord, and of great power:
His understanding is infinite.
The Lord lifteth up the meek:
He casteth the wicked down to the ground.
Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving ;
Sing praise upon the harp unto our God:
Who covereth the heaven with clouds,
Who prepareth rain for the earth,
Who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains.
He giveth to the beast his food,
And to the young ravens which cry.
He delighteth not in the strength of the horse:
He taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man.
The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear him,

" In those that hope in his mercy.
Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem;
Praise thy God, O Zion.
For he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates;
He hath blessed thy children within thee.
He maketh peace in thy borders,
And filleth thee with the finest of the wheat.
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He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth:

His word runneth very swiftly.

He giveth snow like wool :

He scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes.

He casteth forth his ice like morsels:

Who can stand before his cold ?

He sendeth out his word, and melteth them:

He causeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow.

He sheweth his word unto Jacob,

His statutes and his judgments unto Israel.

He hath not dealt so with any nation:

And as for his judgments, they have not known
them.,

Praise ye the Lord.

CvVIIl

PRAISE YE THE LORD
Psalm cxlviil.

E ye the Lord.
se ye the Lord from the heavens:
se him in the heights.
se ye him, all his angels:
se ye him, all his hosts.
Praise ye him, sun and moon:
Praise him, all ye stars of light.
Praise him, ye heavens of heavens,
And ye waters that be above the heavens.
Let them praise the name of the Lord:
For he commanded, and they were created.
He hath also stablished them for ever and ever:
He hath made a decree which shall not pass.
Praise the Lord from the earth,
Ye dragons, and all deeps:
Fire, and hail ; snow, and vapours;
Stormy wind fulfilling his word :
Mountains, and all hills;
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Fruitful trees, and all cedars:

Beasts, and all cattle;

Creeping things, and flying fowl:

Kings of the earth, and all people ;

Princes, and all judges of the earth:

Both young men, and maidens;

Old men, and children:

Let them praise the name of the Lord:

For his name alone is excellent ;

His glory is above the earth and heaven.

He also exalteth the horn of his people,

‘The praise of all his saints;

Even of the children of Israel, a people near unto
him.

Praise ye the Lord.

CIX

THE PRAISE OF WISDOM
Proverbs fii, 13-17.

PPY is the man that findeth wisdom,
And the man that getteth under-
standing.
For the merchandise of it is better
than the merchandise of silver,
And the gain thereof than fine gold.
She is more precious than rubies:
And all the things thou canst desire are not to be
compared unto her.
Length of days is in her right hand ;
And in her left hand riches and honour.
Her ways are ways of pleasantness,
And all her paths are peace.
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CcX

THE VOICE OF WISDOM
Proverbs viil.

OTH not wisdom cry?
And understanding put forth her

voice? <

She standeth in the top of high
places,

By the way in the places of the paths.

She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city,

At the coming in at the doors.

Unto you, O men, I call;

And my voice is to the sons of man.

O ye simple, understand wisdom:

And, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart.

Hear; for I will speak of excellent things;

And the opening of my lips shall be right

things.
For my mouth shall speak truth;
And wickedness is an abomination to my lips.
All the words of my mouth are in righteousness;
There is nothing froward or perverse in them.
They are all plain to him that understandeth,
And right to them that find knowledge.
Receive my instruction, and not silver;
And knowledge rather than choice gold.
For wisdom is better than rubies;
And all the things that may be desired are not to
be compared to it.
I wisdom dwell with prudence,
And find out knowledge of witty inventions.
‘The fear of the Lord is to hate evil :
Pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way,
And the froward mouth, do I hate.
Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom :
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I am understanding ; I have strength.

By me kings reign,

And princes decree justice.

By me princes rule, and nobles,

Even all the judges of the earth.

I love them that love me;

And those that seek me early shall find me.

Riches and honour are with me;

Yea, durable riches and righteousness.

My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold ;

And my revenue than choice silver.

I lead in the way of righteousness,

In the midst of the paths of judgment :

That I may cause those that love me to inherit
substance;

And I will fill their treasures.

The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his
way,

Before his works of old.

I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning,

Or ever the earth was.

When there were no depths, I was brought forth;

When there were no fountains abounding with
water.

Before the mountains were settled,

Before the hills was I brought forth:

While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the
fields,

Nor the highest part of the dust of the world.

‘When he prepared the heavens, I was there:

When he set a compass upon the face of the depth:

When he established the clouds above:

When he strengthened the fountains of the deep:

When he gave to the sea his decree,

That the waters should not pass his command-
ment:

When he appointed the foundations of the earth:
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Then I was by him, as one brought up with him:

And I was daily his delight,

Rejoicing always before him ;

Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth;

And my delights were with the sons of men.

Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children:

For blessed are they that keep my ways.

Hear instruction, and be wise,

And refuse it not.

Blessed is the man that heareth me,

Watching daily at my gates,

Waiting at the posts of my doors.

For whoso findeth me findeth life,

And shall obtain favour of the Lord.

But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own .
soul:

All they that hate me love death.

CXI

THE PRIMROSE PATH
Proverbs vil.

son, keep my words,

And lay up my commandments with
thee.

Keep my commandments, and live ;

And my law as the apple of thine eye.

Bind them upon thy fingers,

Write them upon the table of thine heart.

Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister;

And call understanding thy kinswoman :

That they may keep thee from the strange woman,

From the stranger which flattereth with her words.

For at the window of my house

I looked through my casement,

And beheld among the simple ones,
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I discerned among the youths,

A young man void of understanding,

Passing through the street near her corner;

And he went the way to her house,

In the twilight, in the evening,

In the black and dark night:

And, behold, there met him a woman

With the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart.
(She is loud and stubborn;

Her feet abide not in her house:

Now is she without, now in the streets,

And lieth in wait at every corner.)

So she caught him, and kissed him,

And with an impudent face said unto him,

I have peace offerings with me;

This day have I paid my vows.

Therefore came I forth to meet thee,

Diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee.
I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry,
With carved works, with fine linen of Egypt.

I have perfumed my bed

With myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.

Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning :
Let us solace ourselves with loves.

For the goodman is not at home,

He is gone a long journey:

He hath taken a bag of money with him,

And will come home at the day appointed.

With her much fair speech she caused him to yield,
With the flattering of her lips she forced him.

He goeth after her straightway,

As an ox goeth to the slaughter,

Or as a fool to the correction of the stocks;

Till a dart strike through his liver;

As a bird hasteth to the snare,

And knoweth not that it is for his life,

Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children,
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And attend to the words of my mouth.

Let not thine heart decline to her ways,

Go not astray in her paths.

For she hath cast down many wounded :

VYea, many strong men have been slain by her.
Her house is the way to hell,

Going down to the chambers of death.

CXI1

THE VIRTUOUS WOMAN
Proverbs xxxi. 10-31.

O can find a virtuous woman ?

For her price is far above rubies.

The heart of her husband doth safely
trust in her,

So that he shall have no need of spoil.

She will do him good and not evil

All the days of her life.

She seeketh wool and flax,

And worketh willingly with her hands.

She is like the merchants’ ships;

She bringeth her food from afar.

She riseth also while it is yet night,

And giveth meat to her household,

And a portion to her maidens.

She considereth a field, and buyeth it:

With the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard.

She girdeth her loins with strength,

And strengtheneth her arms.

She perceiveth that her merchandise is good :

Her candle goeth not out by night.

She layeth her hands to the spindle,

And her hands hold the distaff.

She stretcheth out her hand to the poor;

Yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.
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She is not afraid of the snow for her household :

For all her household are clothed with scarlet.

She maketh herself coverings of tapestry ;

Her clothing is silk and purple.

Her husband is known in the gates,

When he sitteth among the elders of the land.

She maketh fine linen, and selleth it;

And delivereth girdles unto the merchant.

Strength and honour are her clothing ;

And she shall rejoice in time to come.

She openeth her mouth with wisdom ;

And in her tongue is the law of kindness.

She looketh well to the ways of her household,

And eateth not the bread of idleness.

Her children arise up, and call her blessed ;

Her husband also, and he praiseth her.

Many daughters have done virtuously,

But thou excellest them all.

Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain :

But a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be
praised.

Give her of the fruit of her hands;

And let her own works praise her in the gates.

CXIIl

THE FIELD OF THE SLOTHFUL
Proverbs xxiv. 30-34.

WENT by the field of the slothful,
And by the vineyard of the man void
of understanding ;
And, lo, it was all grown over with
thorns,
And nettles had covered the face
thereof,
And the stone wall thereof was broken down.
Then I saw, and considered it well :
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I looked upon it, and received instruction.

Yet a little sleep, a little slumber,

A little folding of the hands to sleep:

So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth ;
And thy want as an armed man.

CX1V

VANITY OF VANITIES
Ecclesiastes 1.

HE words of the Preacher, the son of
David, king of Jerusalem.

Vanity of vanities, saith the Preach-
er, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.
What profit hath a man of all his
labour which he taketh under the
sun? One generation passeth away, and another
generation cometh: but the earth abideth for ever.
The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and
hasteth to his place where he arose. The wind
goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto
the north; it whirleth about continually, and the
wind returneth again according to his circuits.
All the rivers run into the sea ; yet the gsea is not
full ; unto the place from whence the rivers come,
thither they return again. All things are full of
fabour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satis-
fied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.
The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be;
and that which is done is that which shall be done:
and there is no new thing under the sun. Is there
any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new?
it hath been already of old time, which was before
us. There is no remembrance of former things;
neither shall there be any remembrance of things
that are to come with those that shall come after.
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1 the Preacher was king over Israel in Jeru-
salem. And I gave my heart to seek and search
out by wisdom concerning all things that are done
under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to
the sons of man, to be exercised therewith. I have
seen all the works that are done under the sun;
and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit.
That which is crooked cannot be made straight:
" and that which is wanting cannot be numbered. I
communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am
come to great estate, and have gotten more wisdom
than all they that have been before me in Jerusa-
lem: yea, my heart had great experience of wisdom
and knowledge. And I gave my heart to know
wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I per-
ceived that this also is vexation of spirit. For in
- much wisdom is much grief : and he that increaseth
knowledge increaseth sorrow.

CXv

CARPE DIEM
Ecclesiastes ix. 1-11.

R all this I considered in my heart,
even to declare all this, that the
righteous, and the wise, and their
works, are in the hand of God: no
man knoweth either love or hatred
by all that is before them. All things
come alike to all: there is one event to the right-
eous, and to the wicked; to the good and to the
clean, and to the unclean; to him that sacrificeth,
and to him that sacrificeth not: asis the good, so
is the sinner; and he that sweareth, as he that
feareth an oath. This is an evil among all things
that are done under the sun, that there is one
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event unto all: yea, also the heart of the sons of
men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart
while they live, and after that they go to the dead.
For to him that is joined to all the living there is
hope: for a living dog is better than a dead lion.
For the living know that they shall die: but the
dead know not any thing, neither have they any
more a reward; for the memory of them is for-
gotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and
their envy, is now perished ; neither have they any
more a portion for ever in any thing that is done
under the sun.

Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink
thy wine with a merry heart; for God now
accepteth thy works. Let thy garments be always
white; and let thy head lack no ointment. Live
joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the
days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given
thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for
that is thy portion in this life, and in thy labour
which thou takest under the sun. Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for there
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom,
in the grave, whither thou goest.

I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race
is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong,
neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men
of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill;
but time and chance happeneth to them all.
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CXV1

YOUTH AND AGE
Ecclesiastes xi. 7-xil 7.

RULY the light is sweet, and a plea-
sant thing it is for the eyes to behold
the sun: but if a man live many
years, and rejoice in them all; yet let
him remember the days of darkness;
for they shall be many. All that

cometh is vanity.
Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk

. in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine

eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God
will bring thee into judgment. Therefore remove
sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from thy
flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity. Re-
member now thy Creator in the days of thy youth,
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in
them; while the sun, or the light, or the moon, or
the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return
after the rain: in the day when the keepers of the
house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow
themselves, and the grinders cease, because they
are few, and those that look out of the windows
be darkened, and the doors shall be shut in the
streets, when the sound of the grinding is low,
and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all
the daughters of music shall be brought low; also
when they shall be afraid of that which is high,
and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree
shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a
burden, and desire shall fail: because man goeth
to his long home, and the mourners go about the
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streets: or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the
golden bowl! be broken, or the pitcher be broken at
the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern.
Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was:
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.

cxXvil

THE TIME OF THE ROSES
Song of Solomon ii.

AM the rose of Sharon,
And the lily of the valleys.
As the lily among thorns,
So is my love among the daughters.
As the apple tree among the trees of
the wood,
So is my beloved among the sons.
I sat down under his shadow with great delight,
And his fruit was sweet to my taste.
He brought me to the banqueting house,
And his banner over me was love.
Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples:
For I am sick of love.
His left hand is under my head,
And his right hand doth embrace me.
I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem,
By the roes and by the hinds of the field,
That ye stir not up, nor awake my love,
Till he please.
The voice of my beloved | behold he cometh
Leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the
hills.
My beloved is like a roe or a young hart:
Behold, he standeth behind our wall,
He looketh forth at the windows,
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Shewing himself through the lattice.

My beloved spake, and said unto me,

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away.

For, lo, the winter is past,

The rain is over and gone ;

The flowers appear on the earth;

The time of the singing of birds is come,

And the voice of the turtle is heard in our land ;

The fig tree putteth forth her green figs,

And the vines with the tender grape give a good
smell.

Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.

O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the
secret places of the stairs,

Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy

voice ;

For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is
comely.

Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the
vines:

For our vines have tender grapes.

My beloved is mine, and I am his:

He feedeth among the lilies.

Uantil the day break, and the shadows flee away,

Turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a
young hart

Upon the mountains of Bether.
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CXVII

LOVE’'S GARDEN
Song of Solomon iv.

HOLD, thou art fair, my love; be-
hold thou art fair;

Thou hast doves' eyes within thy
locks:

Thy hairis as a flock of goats,

That appear from mount Gilead.

Thy teeth are like a flock of sheep that are even
shorn,

Which came up from the washing; -

Whereof every one bear twins,

And none is barren among them.,

Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet,

And thy speech is comely : :

Thy temples are like a piece of pomegranate

Within thy locks.

Thy neck is like the tower of David builded for an
armoury,

Whereon there hang a thousand bucklers,

All shields of mighty men.

‘Thy two breasts are like two young roes that are
twins,

Which feed among the lilies.

Until the day break, and the shadows flee away,

I will get me to the mountain of myrrh,

And to the hill of frankincense.

‘Thou art all fair, my love ;

There is no spot in thee.

Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse,

With me from Lebanon:

Look from the top of Amana,

From the top of Shenir and Hermon,

From the lions’ dens,
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From the mountains of the leopards.
Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse;
Thou hast ravished my heart with one of thine

With one chain of thy neck.

How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse !

How much better is thy love than wine !

And the smell of thine ointments than all spices!

Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the honeycomb :

Honey and milk are under thy tongue ;

And the smell of thy garments is like the smell of
Lebanon.

A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse ;

A spring shut up, a fountain sealed.

Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with
pleasant fruits :

Camphire, with spikenard,

Spikenard and saffron;

Calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frank-
incense;

Myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices:

A fountain of gardens,

A well of living waters,

And streams from Lebanon.

Awake, O north wind ; and come, thou south:

Blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may
flow out.

Let my beloved come into his garden,

And eat his pleasant fruits.
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CXIX
A LOVER'S QUEST
Song of Solomon v.
AM come into my garden, my sister,
my spouse :
I have gathered my myrrh with my
spice ;
1 have eaten my honeycomb with
my honey;
I have drunk my wine with my milk:

Eat, O friends;

Drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.

I sleep, but my heart waketh :

It is the voice of my beloved that knocketh, saying,

Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my un-
defiled :

For my head is filled with dew, .

And my locks with the drops of the night.

I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on?

I have washed my feet ; how shall I defile them?

My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the
door,

And my bowels were moved for him.

I rose up to open to my beloved ;

And my hands dropped with myrrh,

And my fingers with sweet smelling myrrh,

Upon the handles of the lock.

I opened to my beloved ;

But my beloved had withdrawn himself, and was
gone:

My soul failed when he spake :

I sought him, but I could not find him ;

I called him, but he gave me no answer.

The watchmen that went about the city found me,

They smote me, they wounded me;
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The keepers of the walls took away my veil from

me.

I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find
my beloved,

That ye tell him, that I am sick of love.

What is thy beloved more than another beloved,

O thou fairest among women ?

What is thy beloved more than another beloved,

That thou dost so charge us?

My beloved is white and ruddy,

The chiefest among ten thousand.

His head is as the most fine gold,

His locks are bushy, and black as a raven.

His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of
waters,

Washed with milk, and fitly set.

His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers :

His lips like lilies dropping sweet smelling myrrh.

,His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl :

His belly is as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires.

His legs are as pnllars of marble, set upon sockets
of fine gold :

His countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the
cedars.

His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is altogether
lovely.

This is my beloved, and this is my friend,

O daughters of Jerusalem.
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CxXxX

THE FAIREST LOVE
Song of Solomon vi. 1-7, 9-13.

ITHER is thy beloved gone,

O thou fairest among women ?

Whither is thy beloved turned aside ?

That we may seek him with thee.

My beloved is gone down into his
garden, to the beds of spices,

To feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies.

I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine:

He feedeth among the lilies,

Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah,

Comely as Jerusalem,

Terrible as an army with banners.

Turn away thine eyes from me,

For they have overcome me:

Thy hair is as a flock of goats

That appear from Gilead.

Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep

Which go up from the washing,

Whereof every one beareth twins,

And there is not one barren among them.

As a piece of a pomegranate are thy temples

Within thy locks.

My dove, my undefiled is but one ;

She is the only one of her mother,

She is the choice one of her that bare her.

The daughters saw her, and blessed her;

Yea, the queens and the concubines, and they
praised her.

Who is she that looketh forth as the morning,

Fair as the moon,

Clear as the sun,

And terrible as an army with banners ?
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I went down into the garden of nuts,

To see the fruits of the valley,

And to see whether the vine flourighed,

And the pomegranates budded.

Or ever I was aware, my soul made me
Like the chariots of Ammi-nadib.

Return, return, O Shulamite ;

Return, return, that we may look upon thee.
What will ye see in the Shulamite ?

As it were the company of two armies.

CXX1

HIS TRUE LOVE'S PRAISE
Song of Solomon vii.

¥ beautiful are thy feet with shoes,
O prince’s daughter!
The joints of thy thighs are like
jewels,
The work of the hands of a cunning
workman.
Thy navel is lilte a round goblet,
Which wanteth not liquor:
Thy belly is like an heap of wheat
Set about with lilies.
Thy two breasts are like two young roes
That are twins,
Thy neck is as a tower of ivory;
Thine eyes like the fishpools in Heshbon, by the
gate of Bath-rabbim:
Thy nose is as the tower of Lebanon
Which looketh toward Damascus.
Thine head upon thee is like Carmel,
And the hair of thine head like purple;
The king is held in the galleries.
How fair and how pleasant art thou,
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O love, for delights!

This thy stature is like to a palm tree,

And thy breasts to clusters of grapes.

I said, I will go up to the palm tree,

I will take hold of the boughs thereof :

Now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of the vine,

And the smell of thy nose like apples;

And the roof of thy mouth like the best wine for
my beloved,

That goeth down sweetly,

Causing the lips of those that are asleep to speak.

I am my beloved’s,

And his desire is toward me.

Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field ;

Let us lodge in the villages.

Let us get up early to the vineyards ;

Let us see if the vine flourish, whether the tender
grape appear,

And the pomegranates bud forth:

There will I give thee my loves.

The mandrakes give a smell,

And at our gates are all manner of pleasant fruits,
new and old,

Which I have laid up for thee, O my beloved.

CXXII

LOVE AND JEALOUSY
Song of Solomon viil. 6-7.

For love is strong as death
Jealousy is cruel as the grave:
The coals thereof are coals of fire,
Which hath a most vehement flame.
Many waters cannot quench love,
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Neither can the floods drown it :

If a man would give all the substance of his house
for love,

It would utterly be contemned.

CXXIII

IMMUNIS ARAM SI TETIGIT MANUS
Isaiah 1. 10—17

R the word of the Lord, ye rulers
Sodom ; give ear unto the law of
ir God, ye people of Gomorrah. To
1at purpose is the multitude of your
crifices unto me? saith the Lord:
I am full of the burnt offerings of
rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not
in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats.
When ye come to appear before me, who hath
required this at your hand, to tread my courts?
Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an
abomination unto me; the new moons and sab-
baths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away
with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.
Your new moons and your appointed feasts my
soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am
weary to bear them. And when ye spread forth
your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea,
when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your
hands are full of blood. Wash you, make you
clean; put away the evil of your doings from before
mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well;
seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the
fatherless, plead for the widow.
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CXXIV

THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD
Isaiah fi. 24

D it shall come to pass in the last
days, that the mountain of the Lord’s
house shall be established in the
top of the mountains, and shall be
exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it. And
many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us
g0 up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of
the God of Jacob ; and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion
shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord
" from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among the
nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning-hooks: nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
any more,

CXXV

THE REIGN OF PEACE
Isaiah xi. 1-9.

D there shall come forth a rod out of
the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall
grow out of his roots: and the spirit
of the Lord shall rest upon him, the
spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord;
and shall make him of quick understanding in the
fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after the
sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing
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of his ears: but with righteousness shall he judge
the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of
the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall
he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be
the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle
of his reins. The wolf also shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
and the calf and the young lion and the fatling
together; and a little child shall lead them. And
the cow and the bear shall feed ; their young ones
shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall
play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child
shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den. They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain :
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

CXXVI1

THE FALL OF BABYLON
Isaiah xiil. 19-22, xiv. 4-12.

D Babylon, the glory of kingdoms,
the beauty of the Chaldees’ excel-
lency, shall be as when God over-
threw Sodom and Gomorrah. It
shall never be inhabited, neither shall
it be dwelt in from generation to
generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent
there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold
there. But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there ;
and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures;
and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance
there. And the wild beasts of the islands shall cry
in their desolate houses, and dragons in their
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pleasant palaces: and her time is near to come,
and her days shall not be prolonged.

Thou shalt take up this proverb against the
king of Babylon, and say, How hath the oppressor
ceased | the golden city ceased! The Lord hath
broken the staff of the wicked, and the sceptre of
the rulers. He who smote the people in wrath
with a continual stroke, he that ruled the nations
in anger, is persecuted, and none hindereth. The
_ whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they break
forth into singing. Yea, the fir trees rejoice at
thee, and the cedars of Lebanon, saying, Since
thou art laid down, no feller is come up against us.
Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee
at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee,
even all the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised
up from their thrones all the kings of the nations.
All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou
also become weak as we? art thou become like
unto us? Thy pomp is brought down to the
grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is
spread under thee, and the worms cover thee.
How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of
the morning | how art thou cut down to the ground,
which didst weaken the nations|

CXXVII

THE DESOLATION OF BABYLON
Revelation xviil.

ND after these things I saw another

Bl angel come down from heaven,
having great power; and the earth
was lightened with his glory. And
he cried mightily with a strong voice,
——= saying, Babylon the great is fallen,

is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils,
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and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of
every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations
have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornica-
tion, and the kings of the earth have committed
fornication with her, and the merchants of the
earth are waxed rich through the abundance of
her delicacies.

And I heard another voice from heaven, saying,
Come out of her, my people, that ye be not par-
takers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven,
and God hath remembered her iniquities. Reward
her even as she rewarded you, and double unto
her double according to her works: in the cup
which she hath filled fill to her double. How
much she hath glorified herself, and lived deli-
ciously, so much torment and sorrow give her:
for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am
no widow, and shall see no sorrow. Therefore
shall her plagues come in one day, death, and
mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly
burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who
judgeth her. And the kings of the earth, who
have committed fornication and lived deliciously
with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her,
when they shall see the smoke of her burning,
standing afar off for the fear of her torment,
saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that
mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment
come. And the merchants of the earth shall
weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth
their merchandise any more: the merchandise of
gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of
pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and
scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner
vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most
precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble,
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and cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and
frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and
wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and
chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. And the
fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from
thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly
are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no
more at all. The merchants of these things, which
were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the
fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, and say-
ing, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in
fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with
gold, and precious stones, and pearls! - For in one
hour so great riches is come to nought. And every
shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and
sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar
off, and cried when they saw the smoke of her
burning, saying, What city is like unto this great
city! And they cast dust on their heads, and cried,
weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great
city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in
the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour
is she made desolate. Rejoice over her, thou
heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for
God hath avenged you on her.

And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great
millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus
with violence shall that great city Babylon be
thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.
And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of
pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more
at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever
craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and
the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more
at all in thee ; and the light of a candle shall shine
no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bride-

groom and of the bride shall be heard no more
R
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at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great
men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all
nations deceived. And in her was found the blood
of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain
upon the earth.

CXXVIII

DEPARTED JOYS
Isaiah xvi. 8-10.

OR the fields of Heshbon languish, and -
the vine of Sibmah: the lords of the
heathen have broken down the
principal plants thereof, they are
come even unto Jazer, they wandered
through the wilderness: her branches

are stretched out, they are gone over the sea.
Therefore I will bewail with the weeping of Jazer
the vine of Sibmah: I will water thee with my
tears, O Heshbon, and Elealeh: for the shouting
for thy summer fruits and for thy harvest is fallen.
And gladness is taken away, and joy out of the
plentiful field ; and in the vineyards there shall be
no singing, neither shall there be shouting: the
treaders shall tread out no wine in their presses;
I have made their vintage shouting to cease.

CXXIX

THE WIND OF GOD’S ANGER
Isaiah xvil, 12-14.

E to the multitude of many people,
which make a noise like the noise of
the seas; and to the rushing of
nations, that make a rushing like
the rushing of mighty waters! The
nations shall rush like the rushing
of many waters: but God shall rebuke them, and



THE WIND OF GOD’S ANGER 259

they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the
chaff of the mountains before the wind, and like a
rolling thing before the whirlwind. And behold at
eveningtide trouble ; and before the morning he is
not. This is the portion of them that spoil us, and
the lot of them that rob us.

CXXX

THE REIGN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
Isalah xxxil.

EHOLD, a king shall reign in right-
eousness, and princes shall rule in
judgment. And a man shall be as
an hiding place from the wind, and
a covert from the tempest; as rivers
of water in a dry place, as the
shadow of a great rock in a weary land. And
the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and
the ears of them that hear shall hearken. The
heart also of the rash shall understand know-
ledge, and the tongue of the stammerers shall
be ready to speak plainly. The vile person shall
be no more called liberal, nor the churl said to be
bountiful. For the vile person will speak villany,
and his heart will work iniquity, to practise hypo-
crisy, and to utter error against the Lord, to make
empty the soul of the hungry, and he will cause
the drink of the thirsty to fail. The instruments
also of the churl are evil: he deviseth wicked
devices to destroy the poor with lying words,
even when the needy speaketh right. But the
liberal deviseth liberal things; and by liberal
things shall he stand.

Rise up, ye women that are at ease; hear my
voice, ye careless daughters; give ear unto my
speech. Many days and years shall ye be troubled,
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ye careless women: for the vintage shall fail, the
gathering shall not come. Tremble, ye women
that are at ease; be troubled, ye careless ones:
strip you, and make you bare, and gird sackcloth
upon your loins. They shall lament for the teats,
for the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine. Upon
the land of my people shall come up thorns and
briers; yea, upon all the houses of joy in the
joyous city: because the palaces shall be for-
saken; the multitude of the city shall be left;
" the forts and towers shall be for dens for ever,
a joy of wild asses, a pasture of flocks; until
the spirit be poured upon us from on high, and
the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful
field be counted for a forest. Then judgment shall
dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain
in the fruitful field. And the work of righteous-
ness shall be peace; and the effect of righteous-
ness quietness and assurance for ever. And my
people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and
in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting places;
when it shall hail, coming down on the forest;
and the city shall be low in a low place. Blessed
are ye that sow beside all waters, that send forth
thither the feet of the ox and the ass.

CXXXI

THE REWARD OF THE RIGHTEOUS
Isaiah xxxiii. 14-21.

HE sinners in Zion are afraid; fearful-

ness hath surprised the hypocrites.

Who among us shall dwell with the

devouring fire? who among us shall

dwell with everlasting burnings?

He that walketh righteously, and

speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain
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of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from hold-
ing of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing
of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil;
he shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall
be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given
him ; his waters shall be sure. Thine eyes shall
see the king in his beauty: they shall behold
the land that is very far off. Thine heart shall
meditate terror. Where is the scribe? where is
the receiver? where is he that counted the
towers? Thou shalt not see a fierce people, a
people of a deeper speech than thou canst per-
ceive; of a stammering tongue, that thou canst
not understand. Look upon Zion, the city of
our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem
a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not
be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof
shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the
cords thereof be broken. But there the glorious
Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers and
streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars,
neither shall gallant ship pass thereby.

CXXXI1

A DESOLATE CITY
Isaiah xxxiv. 11-15.

UT the cormorant and the bittern
shall possess it; the owl also and
the raven shall dwell in it: and he
shall stretch out upon it the line
of confusion, and the stones of empti-
ness. They shall call the nobles

thereof to the kingdom, but none shall be there,

and all her princes shall be nothing. And thorns
shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles
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in the fortresses thereof: and it shall be an habita-
tion of dragons, and a court for owls. The wild
beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild
beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry to
his fellow ; the screech owl also shall rest there,
and find for herself a place of rest. There shall
the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch,
and gather under her shadow: there shall the
vultures also be gathered, every one with her
mate.

CXXXII1

THE RETURN TO ZION
Isaiah xxxv.

E wilderness and the solitary place

shall be glad for them; and the

desert shall rejoice, and blossom as

the rose. It shall blossom abund-

antly, and rejoice even with joy and

singing : the glory of Lebanon shall
be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and
Sharon ; they shall see the glory of the Lord,
and the excellency of our God.

Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the
feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful
heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will
come with vengeance, even God with a recom-
pence; he will come and save you. Then the eyes
of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the
deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing':
for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and
streams in the desert. And the parched ground
shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs
of water: in the habitation of dragons, where
each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.
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And an highway shall be there, and a way, and
it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean
shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those:
the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err
therein. No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous
beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found
there; but the redeemed shall walk there: and
the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come
to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

CXXX1V

A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS
Isaiah xl.

OMFORT ye, comfort ye my people,
saith your God. Speak ye comfort-
ably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her,
that her warfare is accomplished,
that her iniquity is pardoned : for she
hath received of the Lord’s hand

double for all her sins.

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in
the desert a highway for our God. Every valley
shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall
be made low: and the crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough places plain: and the
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it. The voice said, Cry. And he
said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all
the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field :
the grass withereth, the flower fadeth; because
the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: surely the
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people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower
fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for
ever. .

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up
into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bring-
est good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength;
lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of
Judah, Behold your God! Behold, the Lord God
will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule
for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his
work before him. He shall feed his flock like a
shepherd, he shall gather the lambs with his arm,
and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead
those that are with young.

Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of
his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and
comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure,
and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills
in a balance? Who hath directed the Spirit of the
Lord, or being his counsellor hath taught him?
With whom took he counsel, and who instructed
him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and
taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the
way of understanding? Behold, the nations are
as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small
dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles
as a very little thing. And Lebanon is not suffi-
cient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a
burnt offering. All nations before him are as
nothing; and they are counted to him less than
nothing, and vanity.

To whom then will ye liken God ? or what like-
ness will ye compare unto him? The workman
melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith
spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver
chains. He that is so impoverished that he hath
no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he
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seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare
a graven image, that shall not be moved. Have
ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not
been told you from the beginning? have ye not

understood from the foundations of the earth?

It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth,
and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers;
that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and
spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in: that
bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the
judges of the earth as vanity. VYea, they shall not
be planted ; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their
stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall
also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and
the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble.
To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I beequal?
saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high,
and behold who hath created these things, that
bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them
all by names by the greatness of his might, for that
he is strong in power; not one faileth.

Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O
Israel, My way is hid from the Lord, and my judg-
ment is passed over from my God? Hast thou not
known ? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting
God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth,
fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no search-
ing of his understanding. He giveth power to the
faint ; and to them that have no might he increaseth
strength. Even the youths shall faint and be
weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: but
they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they
shall walk, and not faint.
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CXXXV

WHEN THE POOR AND NEEDY SEEK
WATER

Isaiah xli, 17-20.

HEN the poor and needy seek water,
and there is none, and their tongue
faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear
them, I the God of Israel will not for-
sake them. I will open rivers in high
places, and fountains in the midst of

the valleys: I will make the wilderness a pool of
water, and the dry land springs of water. I will
plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree,
and the myrtle, and the oil tree; I will set in the
desert the fir tree; and the pine, and the box tree
together: that they may see, and know, and con-
sider, and understand together, that the band of
the Lord hath done this, and the Holy One of
Israel hath created it.

CXXXVI

THE SERVANT OF THE LORD
Isalah xlii. 1.

HOLD my servant, whom I uphold;
mine elect, in whom my soul de-
lighteth: I have put my Spirit upon
him ; he shall bring forth judgment
to the Gentiles. He shall not cry,
nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be
heard in the street. A bruised reed shall he not
break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench:
he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He
shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set
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judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for
his law.

CXXXVII

GOD PLEADS WITH ISRAEL
Isaiah xiiii, 22-26.

Jacob ; but thou hast been weary
of me, O Israel. Thou hast not
brought me the small cattle of thy
burnt offerings; neither hast thou
honoured me with thy sacrifices. 1
have not caused thee to serve with an offering,
nor wearied thee with incense. Thou hast bought
me no sweet cane with money, neither hast thou
filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices: but thou
hast made me to serve with thy sins, thou hast
wearied me with thine iniquities. I, even I, am
he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine
own sake, and will not remember thy sins. Put
me in remembrance: let us plead together:
declare thou, that thou mayest be justified.

CXXXVIII

THE REDEMPTION OF JACOB
Isaiah xliv. 21-23.

[EMEMBER these, O Jacob and
Israel ; for thou art my servant:
I have formed thee; thou art my
servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be
forgotten of me. I have blotted out,
as a thick cloud, thy transgressions,
and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I
have redeemed thee. Sing, O ye heavens; for the
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Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower parts of the
earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, O
forest, and every tree therein: for the Lord hath
redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel.

CXXXIX

O THAT THOU HADST HEARKENED
Isaiah xlviil. 17-19.

HUS saith the Lord, thy Redeemer,

the Holy One of Israel; I am the

Lord thy God which teacheth thee

to profit, which leadeth thee by the

way that thou shouldest go. O that

thou hadst hearkened to my com-

mandments | then had thy peace been as a river,

and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea:

thy seed also had been as the sand, and the

offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof ; his

name should not have been cut off nor destroyed
from before me.

CXL

LISTEN, O ISLES
Isahh;lix. 1-23.

N, O isles, unto me ; and hearken,

eople, from far; The Lord hath

:d me from the womb ; from the

els of my mother hath he made

tion of my name. And he hath

made my mouth like a sharp sword ;

in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and
made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he
hid me ; and said unto me, Thou art my servant,
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O Israel, in whom I will be glorified. Then I said,
I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength
for nought, and in vain: yet surely my judgment
is with the Lord, and my work with my God. And
now, saith the Lord that formed me from the
womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to
him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be
glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God shall
be my strength. And he said, It is a light thing
that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the
tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of
Israel: 1 will also give thee for a light to the
Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto
the end of the earth. Thus saith the Lord, the
Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him
whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation
abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see
and arise, princes also shall worship, because of
the Lord that is faithful, and the Holy One of
Israel, and he shall choose thee. Thus saith the
Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard thee,
and in a day of salvation have I helped thee: and
I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant
of the people, to establish the earth, to cause
to inherit the desolate heritages; that thou mayest
say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that
are in darkness, Shew yourselves. They shall
feed in the ways, and their pastures shall be in
all high places. They shall not hunger nor thirst;
neither shall the heat nor sun smite them : for he
that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by
the springs of water shall he guide them. And I
will make all my mountains a way, and my high-
ways shall be exalted. Behold, these shall come
from far: and, lo, these from the north and from
the west ; and these from the land of Sinim. Sing,
O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break
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forth into singing, O mountains : for the Lord hath
comforted his people, and will have mercy upon
his afflicted.

But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and
my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget
her sucking child, that she should not have com-
passion on the son of her womb? yea, they may
forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have
graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy
walls are continually before me. Thy children
shall make haste; thy destroyers and they that
make thee waste shall go forth of thee. Lift up
thine eyes round about, and behold: all these
gather themselves together, and come to thee,
As 1 live, saith the Lord, thou shalt surely clothe
thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind
them on thee, as a bride doeth. For thy waste
and thy desolate places, and the land of thy de-
struction, shall even now be too narrow by reason
of the inhabitants, and they that swallow thee up
shall be far away. The children which thou shalt
have, after thou hast tost the other, shall say
again in thine ears, The place is too strait for me:
give place to me that I may dwell. Then shalt
thou say in thine heart, Who hath begotten me
. these, seeing I have lost my children, and am
desolate, a captive, and removing to and fro?
and who hath brought up these? Behold, I was
left alone ; these, where had they been?

Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will lift up
mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard
to the people: and they shall bring thy sons in
their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried
upon their shoulders. And kings shall be thy
nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing
mothers: they shall bow down to thee with their
face towards the earth, and lick up the dust of
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thy feet; and thou shalt know that I am the
:.ord: for they shall not be ashamed that wait
or me.

CXLI

THE LORD SHALL COMFORT ZION
Isaiah H. 1-11.

N to me, ye that follow after

usness, ye that seek the Lord:

nto the rock whence ye are

and to the hole of the pit

: are digged. Look unto

Abraham, your father, and unto

Sarah that bare you : for I called him alone, and

blessed him, and increased him. For the Lord

shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste

places; and he will make her wilderness like

Eden, and her desert like the garden of the

Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein,
tha.nksgmng, and the voice of melody.

Hearken unto me, my people; and give ear unto
me, O my nation: for a law shall proceed from me,
and I will make my judgment to rest for a light
of the people. My righteousness is near; my sal-
vation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the
people ; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine
arm shall they trust. Lift up your eyes to the
heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the
heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the
earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that
dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my sal-
vation shall be for ever, and my righteousness
shall not be abolished.

Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness,
the people in whose heart is my law; fear ye not
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the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their
revilings. For the moth shall eat them up like a
garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool:
but my righteousness shall be for ever, and my
salvation from generation to generation.

Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the
Lord; awake, as in the ancient days, in the
generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut
Rahab, and wounded the dragon? Art thou not
it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great
deep ; that hath made the depths of the sea a way
for the ransomed to pass over? Therefore the
redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come
with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall
be upon their head : they shall obtain gladness
and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee
away.

CXLII

HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE
MOUNTAINS
Isaiah lii. 1-2, 7-10.

VAKE ; awake; put on thy strength,

O Zion; put on thy beautiful gar-

ments, O Jerusalem, the holy city:

for henceforth there shall no more

come into thee the uncircumcised

and the unclean. Shake thyself from

the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose

thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive
daughter of Zion.

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth
peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that
publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy
God reigneth! Thy watchmen shall lift up the
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voice; with the voice together shall they sing:
for they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall
bring again Zion. Break forth into joy, sing
together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the
Lord hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed
Jerusalem. The Lord hath made bare his holy
arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends
of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

CXLIII

THE MAN OF SORROWS
Isaiah Hii.

HO hath believed our report? and
to whom is the arm of the Lord
revealed? For he shall grow up
before him as a tender plant, and as
a root out of a dry ground: he hath
no form nor comeliness; and when

we shall see him, there is no beauty that we
should desire him. He is despised and rejected of
men ; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was
despised, and we esteemed him not.

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows : yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten
of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for
our transgressions, he was bruised for our ini-
quities : the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
every one to his own way ; and the Lord hath laid
on him the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers

-]
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is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. He was
taken from prison and from judgment : and who
shall declare his generation? for he was cut off
out of the land of the living: for the transgression
of my people was he stricken. And he made his
. grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his
death ; because he had done no violence, neither
was any deceit in his mouth.

Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath
" put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul
an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall
- prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord
shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify
many; for he shall bear their iniquities. There-
fore will I divide him a portion with the great, and
he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because
he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he
was numbered with the transgressors; and he
bare the sins of many, and made intercession for
the transgressors.

CXLIV

THE EVERLASTING KINDNESS OF THE
LORD
Isaiah liv. 7-14.

R a small moment have I forsaken
thee; but with great mercies will I
gather thee. In a little wrath I hid
my face from thee for a moment; but
with everlasting kindness will I have
mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy
Redeemer. For this is as the waters of Noah
unto me: for as I have sworn that the waters of
Noah should no more go over the earth; so have
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I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor
rebuke thee. For the mountains shall depart, and
the hills be removed ; but my kindness shall not
depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my
peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy
on thee,

O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not
comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair
colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires.
And 1 will make thy windows of agates, and thy
gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant
stones. And all thy children shall be taught of
the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy
children. In righteousness shalt thou be estab-
lished: thou shalt be far from oppression; for
thou shalt not fear: and from terror; for it shall
not come near thee. ’

CXLV

HO, EVERY ONE THAT THIRSTETH
Isaiah lv.

O, every one that thirsteth, come ye to
the waters, and he that hath no
money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea,
come, buy wine and milk without
money and without price. Where-
fore do ye spend money for that
which is not bread? and your labour for that
which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me,
and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul
delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and
come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live;
and I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
even the sure mercies of David. Behold, I have
given him for a witness to the people, a leader




276 HO, EVERY ONE THAT THIRSTETH

and commander to the people. Behold, thou
shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and
nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee
because of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy
One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee.

Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call
ye upon him while he is near: let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and
he will have mercy upon him; and to our God,
for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts. For as the rain cometh down, and
the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither,
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth
and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and
bread to the eater: so shall my word be that
goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it. For ye shall go out with joy, and be
led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills
shall break forth before you into singing, and all
the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree,
and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle
tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
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CXLV1

THE TRUE FAST
Isaiah Iviil. 5-12.

it such a fast that I have chosen?
a day for a man to afflict his soul?
is it to bow down his head as a-
bulrush, and to spread sackcloth
and ashes under him? wilt thou call
this a fast, and an acceptable day
to the Lord? Is not this the fast that I have
chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to
undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed
go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not
to deal thy bre